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Outreach Committee

* Co-Chairs
 Sue Goodglick — Alaska Department of Fish and Game (stepped
down in summer FY22)
 Marjorie “Maggie” Mooney-Seus - NOAA Fisheries
* Committee Members
 Forrest Bowers - Alaska Department of Fish and Game
» Ragen Davey — Defenders of Wildlife
* John Plaskett — Anchorage Water and Wastewater Utility
 Kim Shelden — NOAA Fisheries
« Suzanne Steinert — Beluga Whale Alliance
» Tamara McGuire — The Cook Inlet Beluga Whale Photo-ID Project
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Partner Activities

* Partners supported 2022
Belugas Count! event.

 CIBW Photo-ID Project
contributed photos and
NOAA asks Alaskans for help

S|ght|ng hiStOfieS Of Saturday in annual Cook Inlet beluga
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VIEWING STATIONS MAY OR MAY NOT BE STAFFED

DEPENDING ON NEEDED COVID PRECAUTIONS. For more information, scan QR code or visit:
PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN BINOCULARS AND CAMERAS. www.fisheries.noaa.gov/event/2022-belugas-count




Partner Activities

CIBW Photo-ID Project
P, . » Website for sharing sightings
e = e e and photos. (public &
Form, and photo-upload options. We look forward to hearing from yo. partners contribute)
S IR L  Weekly updates to beluga
sightings mapper.
e -  Beluga sighting cards.
@ L (NOAA stranding info)
N SERNS Y * AMSS presentations.
TIPS FOR WHEN AND WHERE TO SEE CIBWS

i _ i . SK/
We created the beluga sightings map as a quick reference for people to see where others are seeing belugas and we A § s }:, T — e m
recommend taking a look there for current beluga viewing locations.

: Celebrating 30 years! N
https://www.cookinletbelugas.com/ 20“25 .

Alaska Marine Symposium

January 23-27, 2023
Anchorage, AK, Dena'ina Genter



Partner Activities

 Defenders made inroads with
Tebughna school to get students
out to Knik Arm to see whales.

 Beluga Whale Alliance and
Defenders outreach initiative --
Twentymile balancing boater-
beluga coexistence.

 Beluga Whale Alliance made key
connections with boaters in
Girdwood to help form working
group to develop outreach
products.




Partner Activities
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Signage as part of
Twentymile public
education effort to
support beluga-

boater coexistence.

Endangered ' In Cook Inlet

Beluga Whales RIvErs and Sigine
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These waters are designated critical habitat for Cook Inlet beluga whales, .
which travel to this site to feed on fish runs between late spring and early fall. A
Belugas are susceptible to boat strikes. They also use sound to find fish and /
communicate; nearby boat noise can disrupt these activities.

By following these guidelines, you can promote beluga recovery and prevent

their displacement from this critical habitat:

e Scan for belugas and assume they may be present, even if they’re not wsmle
e Reduce boat speed to 5 knots or less in the river’s mouth and lower reaches

e Delay launching your boat until they leave the area 5, e
e Keep at least 300 feet away at all times P = a o >
e Steer clear of their path and go into neutral as safety allows -

~* Allow them to pass by your vessel before you proceed to navigate the river > »<me=  FISHERIES
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o< For more Informatlon visit

WWWEfiSHERieSIoaaraov/Species/belliga=whale
~ Share photos and details of your beluga sightings at
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2023 Plans

Get students from the Tebughna school out to Turnagain and Knik Arms.
Develop Task Force video products.

Install additional Panels near Twentymile River, Kenai this summer, Alaska
State Parks Kiosk in Turnagain Arm

5th Annual Belugas Count and 50th Anniversary of Endangered Species
Act Expanded Celebration -- Sept 23, 2023.

Explore avenues for providing public updates on research, mgt, etc.
Develop capacity to serve as a resource for the public.




Resources

A

Task Force Home Page

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/alaska/endangered-species-conservation/cook-inlet-
beluga-whale-recovery-implementation-task-force

Five-Year Cook Inlet Beluga Whale Status Report
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/action/5-year-review-cook-inlet-beluga-whale-
delphinapterus-leucas-distinct-population-segment-dps

Working Together

» | to Recover Cook
Inlet Belugas



https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/alaska/endangered-species-conservation/cook-inlet-beluga-whale-recovery-implementation-task-force
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