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Global aquaculture production 
will have to at least double
in the next 20 years to meet 
projected demand for seafood

DRIVING FORCES 
FOR GLOBAL 
EXPANSION OF 
AQUACULTURE:
1) GLOBAL POPULATION 

GROWTH
2) CAPTURE FISHERIES

AT MAXIMUM HARVESTS

Source: World Bank

Source Grid-Arendal, UNEP



IMPORTS 
$14 billion

US SEAFOOD TRADE 
IMBALANCE (2007): 

$10 BILLION

EXPORTS
$4 billion



Aquaculture production from USA, Canada, Mexico combined 
is ONLY 1.27% of global production



GROWTH OF AQUACULTURE IN THE USA IS FALLING 
BEHIND OTHER NATIONS

SOURCE:FISHSTAT 2008



GLOBAL WARMING – LESS LAND SUITABLE FOR FARMING?
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WHAT IS AQUACULTURE?
GROWING FISH, SHELLFISH AND MARINE PLANTS FOR:

• FOOD, PHAMACEUTICALS AND OTHER COMMODITIES

SOURCE: NOAA



SOURCE: PETS1000.COM



SOURCE: NOAA SOURCE: MAINE ATLANTIC SALMON COMMISSION



CHALLENGES FOR THE 21st CENTURY:

How can opportunities be created to expand aquaculture in
the US to:

1)complement society’s core values,

2)be sustainable - benefit or have neutral environmental effects,

3)create economic opportunities, profitable companies and jobs,

4)ensure long-term food security of the US?




