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between hook-and-line gear and trawl
gear. Table 4 lists the allocations of the
proposed 2008 sablefish TACs to trawl
gear.

TABLE 3 - PROPOSED 2007 SABLEFISH
TAC SPECIFICATIONS IN THE GULF
OF ALASKA AND ALLOCATIONS TO
HOOK-AND-LINE AND TRAWL GEAR
(VALUES ARE ROUNDED TO THE
NEAREST METRIC TON)

Hook-
and- Trawl
Area/district TAC line al- | alloca-
loca- tion
tion
Western 2,464 1,971 493
Central 5,879 4,703 1,176
West Yakutat 2,103 1,835 268
Southeast Out-
side 3,254 3,254 0
Total 13,700 | 11,763 1,937

TABLE 4 - PROPOSED 2008 SABLEFISH
TAC SPECIFICATIONS IN THE GULF
OF ALASKA AND ALLOCATION TO
TRAWL GEAR(VALUES ARE ROUNDED
TO THE NEAREST METRIC TON)

Hook-
and- Trawl
Area/district TAC line al- | alloca-
loca- tion
tion?
Western 2,213 n/a 443
Central 5,278 n/a 1,056
West Yakutat 1,888 n/a 240
Southeast Out-
side 2,921 n/a 0
Total 12,300 n/a 1,739

1The Council recommended that harvest
specifications for the hook-and-line gear sable-
fish Individual Fishing Quota fisheries be lim-
ited to 1 year.

Proposed Apportionments of Pollock
TAC Among Seasons and Regulatory
Areas, and Allocations for Processing
by Inshore and Offshore Components

In the GOA, pollock is apportioned by
season and area, and is further divided
between inshore and offshore
processing components. Pursuant to
§679.20(a)(5)(iv)(B), the annual pollock
TAC specified for the Western and
Central Regulatory Areas of the GOA is
apportioned into four equal seasonal
allowances of 25 percent. As established
by §679.23(d)(2)(i) through (iv), the A,
B, G, and D season allowances are
available from January 20 through
March 10, March 10 through May 31,
August 25 through October 1, and
October 1 through November 1,
respectively.

Pollock TACs in the Western and
Central Regulatory Areas of the GOA are
apportioned among statistical areas 610,
620, and 630. In the A and B seasons,
the apportionments are in proportion to
the distribution of pollock biomass
based on a composite of NMFS winter
surveys. In the C and D seasons, the
apportionments are in proportion to the
distribution of pollock biomass based on
the four most recent NMFS summer
surveys. For 2007 and 2008, the Council
recommended averaging the winter and
summer distribution of pollock in the
Central Regulatory Area for the A
season. The average is intended to
reflect the distribution of pollock as
indicated by the historic performance of
the fishery during the A season. Within
any fishing year, the underage or
overage of a seasonal allowance may be
added to, or subtracted from,
subsequent seasonal allowances. The
rollover amount is limited to 20 percent

of the unharvested seasonal
apportionment for the statistical area.
Any unharvested pollock above the 20
percent limit could be further
distributed to the other statistical areas,
in proportion to the estimated biomass
in the subsequent season in those
statistical areas (§ 679.20(a)(5)(iv)(B)).
The WYK and SEO District pollock
TACs of 1,447 mt and 6,157 mt in 2007
and 1,481 mt and 6,157 mt in 2008,
respectively, are not allocated by
season.

Section 679.20(a)(6)(i) requires the
allocation of 100 percent of the pollock
TAC in all regulatory areas and all
seasonal allowances to vessels catching
pollock for processing by the inshore
component after subtraction of amounts
that are projected by the Regional
Administrator to be caught by, or
delivered to, the offshore component
incidental to directed fishing for other
groundfish species. The amount of
pollock available for harvest by vessels
harvesting pollock for processing by the
offshore component is that amount
actually taken as incidental catch during
directed fishing for groundfish species
other than pollock, up to the maximum
retainable amounts allowed under
§679.20(e) and (f). At this time, these
incidental catch amounts are unknown
and will be determined during the
fishing year.

The proposed 2007 and 2008 seasonal
biomass distribution of pollock in the
Western and Central Regulatory Areas,
area apportionments, and seasonal
apportionments for the A, B, C, and D
seasons are summarized in Tables 5 and
6, except that amounts of pollock for
processing by the inshore and offshore
components are not shown.

TABLE 5 - PROPOSED 2007 DISTRIBUTION OF POLLOCK IN THE CENTRAL AND WESTERN REGULATORY AREAS OF THE
GULF OF ALASKA; SEASONAL BIOMASS DISTRIBUTION, AREA APPORTIONMENTS; AND SEASONAL ALLOWANCES OF AN-

NUAL TAC

(values are rounded to the nearest metric ton)(area apportionments resulting from seasonal distribution of biomass)

Season

Shumagin(Area
610)

Chirikof(area
620)

Kodiak(area 630)

Total

>00W>

nnual Total

3,402 (21.63%)
3,401 (21.63%)
8,280 (52.65%)
8,280 (52.65%)

23,363

9,042 (57.50%)
10,821 (68.81%)
2,386 (15.17%)
2,386 (15.17%)
24,635

3,282 (20.87%)
1,503 (9.56%)
5,060 (32.17%)
5,060 (32.17%)
14,905

15,726 (100%)
15,725 (100%)
15,726 (100%)
15,726 (100%)

62,903
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TABLE 13 - PROPOSED 2007 GOA NON-EXEMPT AMERICAN FISHERIES ACT CATCHER VESSEL (CV) GROUNDFISH
HARVEST SIDEBOARD LIMITS—Continued
(values are rounded to nearest metric ton)

Ratio of 1995-1997 non-
Species Area/season/component/gear | exempt AFA CV catch to 2007 TAC 208\7/ g?dnégéeel;gpltinﬁ\ilt:A

1995-1997 TAC

C offshore 0.0721 1,458 105
B Season2
September 1 - December 31
W inshore 0.1423 6,202 883
W offshore 0.1026 689 71
C inshore 0.0722 8,746 631
C offshore 0.0721 972 70
Annual
E inshore 0.0079 2,863 23
E offshore 0.0078 318 2
Flatfish w 0.0000 421 0
deep-water C 0.0670 4,145 278
E 0.0171 4,111 70
Rex sole w 0.0010 1,096 1
C 0.0402 5,207 209
E 0.0153 2,397 37
Flathead sole w 0.0036 2,000 7
C 0.0261 5,000 131
E 0.0048 2,148 10
Flathead shallow-water w 0.0156 4,500 70
C 0.0598 13,000 777
E 0.0126 2,472 31
Arrowtooth flounder w 0.0021 8,000 17
C 0.0309 30,000 927
E 0.0020 5,000 10
Sablefish W trawl gear 0.0000 493 0
C trawl gear 0.0720 1,176 85
E trawl gear 0.0488 268 13
Pacific ocean perch w 0.0623 4,282 267
C 0.0866 7,646 662
E 0.0466 2,771 129
Shortraker rockfish w 0.0000 153 0
C 0.0237 353 8
E 0.0124 337 4
Rougheye rockfish w 0.0000 124 0
C 0.0237 557 13
E 0.0124 219 3
Other rockfish w 0.0034 577 2
C 0.2065 386 80
E 0.0000 517 0
Northern rockfish w 0.0003 1,719 1
C 0.0336 4,181 141
Pelagic shelf rockfish w 0.0001 1,452 0
C 0.0000 3,270 0
E 0.0067 739 5
Thornyhead rockfish W 0.0308 513 16
C 0.0308 989 30
E 0.0308 707 22
Big skates w 0.0090 695 6
C 0.0090 2,250 20
E 0.0090 599 5
Longnose skates w 0.0090 65 1
C 0.0090 1,969 18
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TABLE 13 - PROPOSED 2007 GOA NON-EXEMPT AMERICAN FISHERIES ACT CATCHER VESSEL (CV) GROUNDFISH

HARVEST SIDEBOARD LIMITS—Continued

(values are rounded to nearest metric ton)

Ratio of 1995-1997 non-

: 2007 non-exempt AFA
Species Area/season/component/gear exempt AFA CV catch to 2007 TAC ; S
1995-1997 TAC CV sideboard limit
E 0.0090 861 8
Other skates Gulfwide 0.0090 1,617 15
Demersal shelf rockfish SEO 0,0020 410 1
Atka mackerel Gulfwide 0.0309 1,500 46
Other species Gulfwide 0.0090 4,500 41
1 The Pacific cod A season for trawl gear does not open until January 20.
2 The Pacific cod B season for trawl gear closes November 1.
TABLE 14 - PROPOSED 2008 GOA NON-EXEMPT AMERICAN FISHERIES ACT CATCHER VESSEL (CV) GROUNDFISH
HARVEST SIDEBOARD LIMITS
(values are rounded to nearest metric ton)
Ratio of 1995-1997 non-
Species Area/season/component/gear exempt AFA CV catch to 2008 TAC 2000\8/ r;?dne'gég;gpltm‘?‘i'tzp‘
1995-1997 TAC
Pollock A Season (W/C areas only)
January 20 - March 10
Shumagin (610) 0.6112 3,481 2,128
Chirikof (620) 0.1427 9,254 1,321
Kodiak (630) 0.2438 3,358 819
B Season (W/C areas only)
March 10 - May 31
Shumagin (610) 0.6112 3,481 2,128
Chirikof (620) 0.1427 11,073 1,580
Kodiak (630) 0.2438 1,538 375
C Season (W/C areas only)
August 25 - October 1
Shumagin (610) 0.6112 8,473 5,179
Chirikof (620) 0.1427 2,441 348
Kodiak (630) 0.2438 5,178 1,262
D Season (W/C areas only)
October 1 - November 1
Shumagin (610) 0.6112 8,473 5,179
Chirikof (620) 0.1427 2,441 348
Kodiak (630) 0.2438 5,178 1,262
Annual
WYK (640) 0.3499 1,481 518
SEO (650) 0.3499 6,157 2,154
Pacific cod A Season'
January 1 - June 10
W inshore 0.1423 6,334 901
W offshore 0.1026 704 72
C inshore 0.0722 11,019 796
C offshore 0.0721 992 72
B Season2
September 1 - December 31
W inshore 0.1423 4,222 601
W offshore 0.1026 469 48
C inshore 0.0722 5,955 433
C offshore 0.0721 662 48
Annual
E inshore 0.0079 1,949 15
E offshore 0.0078 216 2
Flatfish w 0.0000 421 0
deep-water C 0.0670 4,145 278
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TABLE 14 - PROPOSED 2008 GOA NON-EXEMPT AMERICAN FISHERIES ACT CATCHER VESSEL (CV) GROUNDFISH

HARVEST SIDEBOARD LIMITS—Continued

(values are rounded to nearest metric ton)

Ratio of 1995-1997 non-

2008 non-exempt AFA

Species Area/season/component/gear exempt AFA CV catch to 2008 TAC : S
1995-1997 TAC CV sideboard limit
E 0.0171 4,111 70
Rex sole W 0.0010 1,084 1
C 0.0402 5,147 207
E 0.0153 2,369 36
Flathead sole w 0.0036 2,000 7
C 0.0261 5,000 131
E 0.0048 2,252 11
Flathead shallow-water w 0.0156 4,500 70
C 0.0598 13,000 777
E 0.0126 2,472 31
Arrowtooth flounder w 0.0021 8,000 17
C 0.0309 30,000 927
E 0.0020 5,000 10
Sablefish W trawl| gear 0.0000 443 0
C trawl gear 0.0720 1,056 76
E trawl gear 0.0488 240 12
Pacific ocean perch w 0.0623 4,341 270
C 0.0866 7,751 671
E 0.0466 2,808 131
Shortraker rockfish w 0.0000 153 0
C 0.0237 353 8
E 0.0124 337 4
Rougheye rockfish W 0.0000 124 0
C 0.0237 557 13
E 0.0124 219 3
Other rockfish w 0.0034 577 2
C 0.2065 386 80
E 0.0000 517 0
Northern rockfish w 0.0003 1,719 1
C 0.0336 4,181 141
Pelagic shelf rockfish W 0.0001 1,653 0
C 0.0000 3,571 0
E 0.0067 847 6
Thornyhead rockfish w 0.0308 513 16
C 0.0308 989 30
E 0.0308 707 22
Big skates w 0.0090 695 6
C 0.0090 2,250 20
E 0.0090 599 5
Longnose skates w 0.0090 65 1
C 0.0090 1,969 18
E 0.0090 861 8
Other skates Gulfwide 0.0090 1,617 15
Demersal shelf rockfish SEO 0,0020 410 1
Atka mackerel Gulfwide 0.0309 1,500 46
Other species Gulfwide 0.0090 4,500 4

1 The Pacific cod A season for trawl gear does not open until January 20.
2 The Pacific cod B season for trawl gear closes November 1.
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The PSC sideboard limits for non-
exempt AFA catcher vessels in the GOA
are based on the aggregate retained
groundfish catch by non-exempt AFA

catcher vessels in each PSC target
category from 1995 through 1997
divided by the retained catch of all
vessels in that fishery from 1995

through 1997 (§ 679.64(b)(4)). Table 15
lists these proposed amounts.

TABLE 15 - PROPOSED 2007 AND 2008 NON-EXEMPT AMERICAN FISHERIES ACT CATCHER VESSEL HALIBUT PROHIBITED
SPECIES CATCH (PSC) LIMITS FOR THE GOA

(values are in metric tons)

Ratio of 1995-1997 non-

tained catch
Trawl 1st seasonal allowance shallow-water 0.340 450 153
January 20 - April 1 deep-water 0.070 100 7
Trawl 2nd seasonal allowance shallow-water 0.340 100 34
April 1- July 1 deep-water 0.070 300 21
Trawl 3rd seasonal allowance shallow-water 0.340 200 68
July 1 - September 1 deep-water 0.070 400 28
Trawl 4th seasonal allowance shallow-water 0.340 150 51
September 1 - October 1 deep-water 0.070 0 0
Trawl! 5th seasonal allowance all targets 0.205 300 61
October 1 - December 31

Non-AFA Crab Vessel Groundfish
Sideboard Limits

Section 680.22 establishes groundfish
catch limits for vessels with a history of
participation in the Bering Sea snow
crab fishery to prevent these vessels
from using the increased flexibility
provided by the Crab Rationalization
Program to expand their level of
participation in the GOA groundfish
fisheries. Sideboard limits restrict a
vessel’s harvests to its historical
landings in all GOA groundfish fisheries
(except the fixed-gear sablefish fishery).
Sideboard limits also apply to landings

made using a LLP license derived from
the history of a restricted vessel, even if
that LLP is used on another vessel.
Sideboards limits for non-AFA crab
vessels operating in the GOA are based
on their traditional harvest levels of
TAC in groundfish fisheries covered by
the GOA FMP. Sections 680.22(d) and
(e) base the groundfish sideboard limits
in the GOA on the retained catch by
non-AFA crab vessels of each sideboard
species from 1996 through 2000 divided
by the total retained harvest of that
species over the same period. These
proposed amounts are listed in Table 16
for 2007 and in Table 17 for 2008. All

targeted or incidental catch of sideboard
species made by non-AFA crab vessels
will be deducted from the sideboard
limits in Tables 16 and 17. Vessels
exempt from Pacific cod sideboards are
those that landed less than 45,359
kilograms of Bering Sea snow crab and
more than 500 mt of groundfish (in
round weight equivalents) from the
GOA between January 1, 1996 and
December 31, 2000, and any vessel
named on an LLP that was generated in
whole or in part by the fishing history
of a vessel meeting the criteria in
§680.22(a)(3).

TABLE 16 - PROPOSED 2007 GOA NON-AMERICAN FISHERIES ACT CRAB VESSEL GROUNDFISH HARVEST SIDEBOARD

LiMITS
(values are rounded to nearest metric ton)

) Ratio of 1996-2000 non- Proposed 2007 Proposed 2007 non-AFA
Species Area/season/component/gear AFA crab vessel catch to P TAC crab vessel sideboard
1996-2000 total harvest limit

Pollock A Season (W/C areas only)
January 20 - March 10
Shumagin (610) 0.0098 3,402 33
Chirikof (620) 0.0031 9,042 28
Kodiak (630) 0.0002 3,282 1
B Season (W/C areas only)
March 10 - May 31
Shumagin (610) 0.0098 3,401 33
Chirikof (620) 0.0031 10,821 34
Kodiak (630) 0.0002 1,503 0
C Season (W/C areas only)
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TABLE 16 - PROPOSED 2007 GOA NON-AMERICAN FISHERIES ACT CRAB VESSEL GROUNDFISH
LimiTs—Continued
(values are rounded to nearest metric ton)

HARVEST SIDEBOARD

Ratio of 1996-2000 non-

Proposed 2007

Proposed 2007 non-AFA

Species Area/season/component/gear AFA crab vessel catch to TAC crab vessel sideboard
1996-2000 total harvest limit
August 25 - October 1
Shumagin (610) 0.0098 8,280 81
Chirikof (620) 0.0031 2,386 7
Kodiak (630) 0.0002 5,060 1
D Season (W/C areas only)
October 1 - November 1
Shumagin (610) 0.0098 8,280 81
Chirikof (620) 0.0031 2,386 7
Kodiak (630) 0.0002 5,060 1
Annual
WYK (640) 0.0000 1,447 0
SEO (650) 0.0000 6,157 0
Pacific cod A Season?
January 1 - June 10
W inshore 0.0902 9,303 839
W offshore 0.2046 1,034 212
C inshore 0.0383 13,120 502
C offshore 0.2074 1,458 302
B Season2
September 1 - December 31
W inshore 0.0902 6,202 559
W offshore 0.2046 689 141
C inshore 0.0383 8,746 335
C offshore 0.2074 972 202
Annual
E inshore 0.0110 2,863 31
E offshore 0.0000 318 0
Flatfish w 0.0035 421 1
deep-water C 0.0000 4,145 0
E 0.0000 4,111 0
Rex sole w 0.0000 1,096 0
C 0.0000 5,207 0
E 0.0000 2,397 0
Flathead sole w 0.0002 2,000 0
C 0.0004 5,000 2
E 0.0000 2,148 0
Flathead shallow-water w 0.0059 4,500 27
C 0.0001 13,000 1
E 0.0000 2,472 0
Arrowtooth flounder w 0.0004 8,000 3
C 0.0001 30,000 3
E 0.0000 5,000 0
Sablefish W trawl| gear 0.0000 493 0
C trawl gear 0.0000 1,176 0
E trawl gear 0.0000 268 0
Pacific ocean perch w 0.0000 4,282 0
C 0.0000 7,646 0
E 0.0000 2,771 0
Shortraker rockfish w 0.0013 153 0
C 0.0012 353 0
E 0.0009 337 0
Rougheye rockfish w 0.0067 124 1
C 0.0047 557 3
E 0.0008 219 0
Other rockfish w 0.0035 577 2
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TABLE 16 - PROPOSED 2007 GOA NON-AMERICAN FISHERIES ACT CRAB VESSEL GROUNDFISH HARVEST SIDEBOARD

LimiTs—Continued

(values are rounded to nearest metric ton)

Ratio of 1996-2000 non-

Proposed 2007 non-AFA

Species Area/season/component/gear AFA crab vessel catch to Propo_lggg 2007 crab vessel sideboard
1996-2000 total harvest limit
Cc 0.0033 386 1
E 0.0000 517 0
Northern rockfish w 0.0005 1,719 1
Cc 0.0000 4,181 0
Pelagic shelf rockfish w 0.0017 1,452 2
C 0.0000 3,270 0
E 0.0000 739 0
Thornyhead rockfish w 0.0047 513 2
Cc 0.0066 989 7
E 0.0045 707 3
Big skates w 0.0392 695 27
Cc 0.0159 2,250 36
E 0.0000 599 0
Longnose skates w 0.0392 65 3
Cc 0.0159 1,969 31
E 0.0000 861 0
Other skates Gulfwide 0.0176 1,617 28
Demersal shelf rockfish SEO 0,0000 410 0
Atka mackerel Gulfwide 0.0000 1,500 0
Other species Gulfwide 0.0176 4,500 79

1 The Pacific cod A season for trawl gear does not open until January 20.
2 The Pacific cod B season for trawl gear closes November 1.

TABLE 17- PROPOSED 2008 GOA NON-AMERICAN FISHERIES ACT CRAB VESSEL GROUNDFISH HARVEST SIDEBOARD

LiMITS

(values are rounded to nearest metric ton)

Ratio of 1996-2000 non-

Proposed 2008 non-AFA

Species Area/season/component/gear AFA crab vessel catch to Propo_?zg 2008 crab vessel sideboard
1996-2000 total harvest limit

Pollock A Season (W/C areas only)
January 20 - March 10
Shumagin (610) 0.0098 3,481 34
Chirikof (620) 0.0031 9,254 29
Kodiak (630) 0.0002 3,358 1
B Season (W/C areas only)
March 10 - May 31
Shumagin (610) 0.0098 3,481 34
Chirikof (620) 0.0031 11,073 34
Kodiak (630) 0.0002 1,538 0
C Season (W/C areas only)
August 25 - October 1
Shumagin (610) 0.0098 8,473 83
Chirikof (620) 0.0031 2,441 8
Kodiak (630) 0.0002 5,178 1
D Season (W/C areas only)
October 1 - November 1
Shumagin (610) 0.0098 8,473 83
Chirikof (620) 0.0031 2,441 8
Kodiak (630) 0.0002 5,178 1
Annual
WYK (640) 0.0000 1,481 0
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TABLE 17- PROPOSED 2008 GOA NON-AMERICAN FISHERIES ACT CRAB VESSEL GROUNDFISH HARVEST SIDEBOARD
LimiTs—Continued
(values are rounded to nearest metric ton)

Ratio of 1996-2000 non-

Proposed 2008 non-AFA

Species Area/season/component/gear AFA crab vessel catch to Propo_?zg 2008 crab vessel sideboard
1996-2000 total harvest limit
SEO (650) 0.0000 6,157 0
Pacific cod A Season’
January 1 - June 10
W inshore 0.0902 6,334 571
W offshore 0.2046 704 144
C inshore 0.0383 11,019 422
C offshore 0.2074 992 206
B Season2
September 1 - December 31
W inshore 0.0902 4,222 381
W offshore 0.2046 469 96
C inshore 0.0383 5,955 230
C offshore 0.2074 662 137
Annual
E inshore 0.0110 1,949 21
E offshore 0.0000 0 2
Flatfish w 0.0035 421 1
deep-water C 0.0000 5,147 0
E 0.0000 2,369 0
Rex sole w 0.0000 1,084 0
C 0.0000 7,340 0
E 0.0000 3,630 0
Flathead sole W 0.0002 2,000 0
C 0.0004 5,000 2
E 0.0000 2,148 0
Flathead shallow-water w 0.0059 4,500 27
C 0.0001 13,000 1
E 0.0000 2,472 0
Arrowtooth flounder w 0.0004 8,000 3
C 0.0001 30,000 3
E 0.0000 5,000 0
Sablefish W trawl| gear 0.0000 443 0
C trawl gear 0.0000 1,056 0
E trawl gear 0.0000 240 0
Pacific ocean perch w 0.0000 4,341 0
C 0.0000 7,751 0
E 0.0000 2,808 0
Shortraker rockfish w 0.0013 153 0
C 0.0012 353 0
E 0.0009 337 0
Rougheye rockfish w 0.0067 124 1
C 0.0047 557 3
E 0.0008 219 0
Other rockfish w 0.0035 577 2
C 0.0033 386 1
E 0.0000 517 0
Northern rockfish w 0.0005 1,719 1
C 0.0000 4,181 0
Pelagic shelf rockfish w 0.0017 1,653 3
C 0.0000 3,571 0
E 0.0000 847 0
Thornyhead rockfish w 0.0047 513 2
C 0.0066 989 7
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TABLE 17- PROPOSED 2008 GOA NON-AMERICAN FISHERIES ACT CRAB VESSEL GROUNDFISH HARVEST SIDEBOARD

LimiTs—Continued
(values are rounded to nearest metric ton)

Ratio of 1996-2000 non- Prooosed 2008 Proposed 2008 non-AFA
Species Area/season/component/gear AFA crab vessel catch to P TAC crab vessel sideboard

1996-2000 total harvest limit

E 0.0045 707 3

Big skate W 0.0392 695 27

C 0.0159 2,250 36

E 0.0000 599 0

Longnose skates W 0.0392 65 3

C 0.0159 1,969 31

E 0.0000 861 0

Other skates Gulfwide 0.0176 1,617 28

Demersal shelf rockfish SEO 0,0000 410 0

Atka mackerel Gulfwide 0.0000 1,500 0

Other species Gulfwide 0.0176 4,500 79

1 The Pacific cod A season for trawl gear does not open until January 20.
2 The Pacific cod B season for trawl gear closes November 1.

Rockfish Program Groundfish
Sideboard Limitations and Halibut
Mortality Limitations

The Rockfish Program establishes
sideboards to limit the ability of
participants eligible for the Rockfish
Program to harvest fish in fisheries other
than the Central GOA rockfish fisheries.
The Rockfish Program provides certain
economic advantages to harvesters.
Harvesters could use this economic
advantage to increase their participation
in other fisheries, adversely affecting the
participants in other fisheries. These

proposed sideboards limit the total
amount of catch in other groundfish
fisheries that could be taken by eligible
harvesters and limit the amount of
halibut mortality to historic levels. The
sideboard measures are in effect only
during the month of July. Traditionally,
the Central GOA rockfish fisheries were
open in July, and the sideboards are
designed to restrict fishing during the
historical season for the fishery, but
allow eligible rockfish harvesters to
participate in fisheries before or after
the historical rockfish season. The two

categories of sideboard limits are catch
amount constraints and close specific
directed fisheries and regions during
July. The sideboard provisions are
discussed in detail in the proposed rule
(71 FR 33040, June 7, 2006) and final
rule (71 FR 67210, November 20, 2006).
Tables 18 and 19 list the proposed 2007
and 2008 harvest limits for rockfish in
the WYK and the Western Regulatory
Area. Table 20 lists the proposed 2007
and 2008 halibut mortality limits for the
Western and Central Regulatory Areas
and the WYK.

TABLE 18 - PROPOSED 2007 ROCKFISH PROGRAM HARVEST LIMITS BY SECTOR FOR WEST YAKUTAT DISTRICT AND
WESTERN GOA BY THE CATCHER/PROCESSOR (C/P) AND CATCHER VESSEL (CV) SECTORS

(values are rounded to nearest metric ton)

Management Area Fishery C/P s%:%r) (% of | CV S?At\%r)(% of Propo1§§g 2007 Prog?Fs)cal?mzit007 Pro%o\?c—l:itrjn i2t007
West Yakutat Dis- Pelagic shelf rockfish 72.4 1.7 302 219 5
trict
Pacific ocean perch 76.0 2.9 1,135 863 33
Western GOA Pelagic shelf rockfish 63.3 0.0 1,452 919 0
Pacific ocean perch 61.1 0.0 4,282 2,616 0
Northern rockfish 78.9 0.0 1,719 1,356 0

TABLE 19 - PROPOSED 2008 ROCKFISH PROGRAM HARVEST LIMITS BY SECTOR FOR WEST YAKUTAT DISTRICT AND

WESTERN GOA BY THE CATCHER/PROCESSOR (C/P) AND CATCHER VESSEL (CV) SECTORS

(values are rounded to nearest metric ton)

Management Area

Fishery

C/P sector (% of
TAC)

CV sector (% of
TAC)

Proposed 2008
TAC

Proposed 2008
C/P limit

Proposed 2008
CV limit

West Yakutat Dis-
trict

Pelagic shelf rockfish

72.4

1.7

346

251
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TABLE 19 - PROPOSED 2008 ROCKFISH PROGRAM HARVEST LIMITS BY SECTOR FOR WEST YAKUTAT DISTRICT AND
WESTERN GOA BY THE CATCHER/PROCESSOR (C/P) AND CATCHER VESSEL (CV) SECTORS—Continued
(values are rounded to nearest metric ton)

Management Area Fishery C/P S?%(ér) (% of | CV sgl_c;%')(% of Propo_?:g 2008 Pro;())(/);eI?mZitOOB Pro;é;o\??icrin i2t008
Pacific ocean perch 76.0 2.9 1,150 874 25

Western GOA Pelagic shelf rockfish 63.3 0.0 1,653 1,046 0
Pacific ocean perch 61.1 0.0 4,341 2,652 0
Northern rockfish 78.9 0.0 1,690 1,333 0

TABLE 20 - PROPOSED 2007 AND 2008 ROCKFISH PROGRAM HALIBUT MORTALITY LIMITS FOR THE CATCHER/PROCESSOR
AND CATCHER VESSEL SECTORS
(values are rounded to nearest metric ton)

Shallow-water com-

Deep-water complex

Annual halibut mor-

Annual shallow-water

Annual deep-water

Sector plex halibut PSC halibut PSC tality limit (mt) complex halibut PSC | complex halibut PSC
sideboard ratio sideboard ratio Y sideboard limit (mt) sideboard limit (mt)

Catcher/processor 3.99 0.54 2,000 80 11

Catcher vessel 1.08 6.32 2,000 22 126

Classification

NMEFS has determined that the
proposed specifications are consistent
with the FMP and preliminarily
determined that the proposed
specifications are consistent with the
Magnuson-Stevens Act and other
applicable laws.

NMFS prepared a DEIS for this action;
a notice of availability was published on
September 8, 2006 (71 FR 53093). The
public comment period closed on
October 23, 2006. The DEIS analyzes the
environmental consequences of the
proposed action and its alternatives on
resources in the action area. The DEIS
found no significant environmental
consequences from the proposed action
or its alternatives, however, some
impacts were unknown.

An initial regulatory flexibility
analysis (IRFA) was prepared, as
required by section 603 of the
Regulatory Flexibility Act. The IRFA
describes the economic impact this
proposed rule, if adopted, would have
on small entities. A description of the
action, why it is being considered, and
the legal basis for this action are
contained at the beginning of this
section in the preamble and in the
SUMMARY section of the preamble. A
summary of the analysis follows. A copy
of this analysis is available from NMFS
(see ADDRESSES).

The action under consideration is a
harvest strategy to govern the harvest of
groundfish in the GOA. The preferred
alternative is the status quo harvest
strategy in which TACs fall within the
range of ABCs recommended by the

Council’s Groundfish Plan Teams and
TACs recommended by the Council.
This action is taken in accordance with
the FMP prepared by the Council
pursuant to the Magnuson-Stevens Act.

The entities directly regulated by this
action are those that harvest groundfish
in the EEZ of the GOA, and in parallel
fisheries within State of Alaska waters.
These include entities operating catcher
vessels and catcher-processor vessels
within the action area, and entities
receiving direct allocations of
groundfish. Catcher vessels and catcher
processors were considered to be small
entities if they had annual gross
receipts, from all of their economic
activities, and including the revenue of
their affiliated operations, less than or
equal to $4 million per year. Data from
2004 was used because it was the most
recent available.

The directly regulated small entities
include approximately 810 small
catcher vessels and fewer than 20 small
catcher/processors. Estimates of first
wholesale gross revenues for the GOA
were used as indices of the potential
impacts of the alternative harvest
strategies on small entities. Revenues
were projected to decline from 2006
levels in 2007 and 2008 under the
preferred alternative due to declines in
ABCs for economically key groundfish
species.

The preferred alternative (Alternative
2) was compared to four other
alternatives. These included Alternative
1, which would set TACs to generate
fishing rates equal to the maximum
permissible ABC (if the full TAC were

harvested), unless the sum of TACs
would exceed the GOA OY, in which
case harvests would be limited to the
OY. Alternative 3 would set TACs to
produce fishing rates equal to the most
recent five-year average fishing rate.
Alternative 4 would set TACs to equal
the lower bound of the GOA OY range.
Alternative 5 would set TACs equal to
zero. Alternative 5 is the “no action”
alternative.

Alternatives 3, 4, and 5 were all
associated with smaller levels for
important fishery TACs than the
preferred alternative. Estimated total
first wholesale gross revenues were used
as an index of potential adverse impacts
to small entities. As a consequence of
the lower TAC levels, Alternatives 3, 4,
and 5 all had smaller values of these
first wholesale revenue indices than
Alternative 2. Thus, Alternatives 3, 4,
and 5 had greater adverse impacts on
small entities. The projected levels for
some Alternative 1 TACs were greater
than those for Alternative 2. This led to
higher gross revenue projections for
Alternative 1. However, much of the
revenue difference was due to projected
flatfish TAGs that were much larger for
Alternative 1 than for Alternative 2. In
recent years, halibut bycatch constraints
in these fisheries have kept actual
flatfish catches from reaching the
Alternative 2 levels. Therefore, much of
this revenue increase is probably an
artifact of the model. Moreover,
Alternative 2 TACs are constrained by
the ABCs the Plan Teams and SSC are
projected to recommend to the Council
on the basis of a full consideration of
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biological issues. These ABCs can be
less than maximum permissible ABCs.
This is expected to be the case with
GOA pollock. Thus higher TACs, under
Alternative 1 may not be consistent with
prudent biological management of the
resource. For these reasons, Alternative
2 is the preferred alternative.

This action does not modify
recordkeeping or reporting
requirements, or duplicate, overlap, or
conflict with any Federal rules.

This action is authorized under
§679.20 and is exempt from review
under Executive Order 12866.

Adverse impacts on marine mammals
resulting from fishing activities
conducted under this rule are discussed
in the DEIS (see ADDRESSES).

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 773 et seq.; 1540(f);
1801 ef seq.; 1851 note; and 3631 et seq.
Dated: December 6, 2006.
Samuel D. Rauch III,

Deputy Assistant Administrator for
RegulatoryPrograms, National Marine
Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. E6—-21303 Filed 12—14—-06; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 3510-22-S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Part 679

[Docket No. 061130318-6318-01; I.D.
112706A]

Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Bering Sea and
Aleutian Islands; 2007 and 2008
Proposed Harvest Specifications for
Groundfish

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Proposed rule; request for
comments.

SUMMARY: NMF'S proposes 2007 and
2008 harvest specifications and
prohibited species catch (PSC)
allowances for the groundfish fishery of
the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands
management area (BSAI). This action is
necessary to establish harvest limits for
groundfish during the 2007 and 2008
fishing years and to accomplish the
goals and objectives of the Fishery
Management Plan for Groundfish of the
Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands
Management Area (FMP). The intended
effect of this action is to conserve and
manage the groundfish resources in the
BSAI in accordance with the Magnuson-

Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act (MSA).

DATES: Comments must be received by
January 16, 2007.

ADDRESSES: Send comments to Sue
Salveson, Assistant Regional
Administrator, Sustainable Fisheries
Division, Alaska Region, NMFS, Attn:
Ellen Walsh. Comments may be
submitted by:

e Mail to P.O. Box 21668, Juneau, AK
99802;

¢ Hand delivery to the Federal
Building, 709 West 9th Street, Room
420A, Juneau, AK;

e E-mail to 2007tacspecs@noaa.gov
and include in the subject line the
document identifier: 2007 Proposed
Specifications (E-mail comments, with
or without attachments, are limited to 5
megabytes);

e Fax to 907-586-7557; or

e Webform at the Federal
eRulemaking Portal: http://
www.regulations.gov. Follow the
instructions at that site for submitting
comments.

Copies of the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement (DEIS) and the Initial
Regulatory Flexibility Analysis (IRFA)
prepared for this action are available
from NMFS at the mailing addresses
above or from the Alaska Region website
at http://www.fakr.noaa.gov. Copies of
the final 2005 Stock Assessment and
Fishery Evaluation (SAFE) report for the
groundfish resources of the BSAI, dated
November 2005, are available from the
North Pacific Fishery Management
Council (Council), West 4th Avenue,
Suite 306, Anchorage, AK 99510-2252,
907-271-2809, or from its website at
http://www.fakr.noaa.gov/npfmec.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mary Furuness, 907-586—7228, or e-
mail at mary.furuness@noaa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Federal
regulations at 50 CFR part 679
implement the FMP and govern the
groundfish fisheries in the BSAIL The
Council prepared the FMP and NMFS
approved it under the MSA. General
regulations governing U.S. fisheries also
appear at 50 CFR part 600.

The FMP and its implementing
regulations require NMFS, after
consultation with the Council, to
specify annually the total allowable
catch (TAC) for each target species and
the “other species” category, the sum of
which must be within the optimum
yield range of 1.4 million to 2.0 million
metric tons (mt) (see §679.20(a)(1)(i)).
Regulations at § 679.20(c)(1) further
require NMFS to publish proposed
harvest specifications in the Federal
Register and solicit public comment on
proposed annual TACs and

apportionments thereof, PSC allowances
and prohibited species quota (PSQ)
reserves established by §679.21,
seasonal allowances of pollock, Pacific
cod, and Atka mackerel TAC, and
Community Development Quota (CDQ)
reserve amounts established by
§679.20(b)(1)(iii). The proposed harvest
specifications set forth in Tables 1
through 11 of this action satisfy these
requirements.

Under §679.20(c)(3), NMFS will
publish the final harvest specifications
for 2007 and 2008 after (1) considering
comments received within the comment
period (see DATES), (2) consulting with
the Council at its December 2006
meeting, and (3) considering new
information presented in the DEIS and
the final 2006 SAFE reports prepared for
the 2007 and 2008 groundfish fisheries.

Other Actions Potentially Affecting the
2007 and 2008 Harvest Specifications

The following paragraphs identify
actions that are currently under
consideration by the Council and that,
if submitted to and approved by the
Secretary of Commerce (Secretary),
could change the 2007 and 2008 final
harvest specifications. The existing 2007
harvest specifications will be updated in
early 2007 when final harvest
specifications for 2007 and new harvest
specifications for 2008 are
implemented.

In April 2006, the Council adopted
Amendment 85 to the FMP.
Amendment 85 would revise the BSAI
Pacific cod sector allocations. If
approved by the Secretary, final
regulations implementing Amendment
85 are anticipated to be effective for the
2008 fishing year. In June 2006, the
Council adopted Amendment 80 to the
FMP. Amendment 80 would provide
specific groundfish allocations to the
non-American Fisheries Act (AFA)
traw] catcher/processor sector and allow
the formation of cooperatives. If
approved by the Secretary, final
regulations implementing Amendment
80 also are anticipated to be effective for
the 2008 fishing year. The Council also
adopted Amendment 84 that would
modify current regulations for managing
incidental catch of Chinook and chum
salmon and may change the PSC limits.
The Council also is considering two
proposals. One would allocate the
Pacific cod TAC by Bering Sea subarea
and Aleutian Islands (AI) subarea
instead of a combined BSAI TAC. The
other would separate some species from
the “other rockfish” or “other species”
categories so individual overfishing
levels (OFLs), acceptable biological
catch (ABCs), and TACs may be
established.
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