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from 20 m (65.6 ft) depth to 500 m (1640 
ft) depth from Cedar Key, FL, to 
Brownsville, TX, which included line- 
transect abundance surveys and the 
collection of over 200 bottlenose 
dolphin biopsies for stock structure 
analysis. In 2007, NMFS also completed 
winter and summer aerial line-transect 
abundance surveys of coastal bottlenose 
dolphin stocks (shore to 20 m [65.6 ft] 
depth) from Key West to the MS River 
delta. NMFS has also worked on bay, 
sound, and estuarine stocks, conducting 
a photo-ID mark-recapture study and 
biopsy sampling in Choctawhatchee 
Bay, FL in July and August 2007 and 
biopsy sampling in Mississippi Sound 
in 2005 and 2006. Data collected during 
these surveys are currently being 
analyzed, and updated information on 
population abundance and stock 
structure should be available in the 
2008 SARs. Once this information is 
available and PBR is calculated for each 
stock, NMFS will be better able to assess 
the impacts of mortality and serious 
injury of marine mammals associated 
with commercial fisheries in the Gulf. 
Observer coverage remains a priority for 
Gulf of Mexico fisheries, when 
resources become available. 

Comment 31: One commenter stated 
that the number of vessels listed in the 
proposed 2008 LOF for the Category II 
Gulf of Mexico menhaden purse seine 
fishery is incorrect. Table 2 lists 50 
vessels as operating in this fishery; 
however, 1999 was the last year that the 
number of vessels in the fishery 
exceeded 50. Since 2000 there have 
been between 40 and 42 vessels 
annually participating in the fishery, 2 
of which are typically run boats from 
the fishing grounds back to the 
reduction plants and do not actively 
fish. 

Response: NMFS thanks the 
commenter for this information. The 
number of vessels in the Gulf of Mexico 
menhaden purse seine fishery has been 
updated from 50 to 40–42. 

Summary of Changes to the LOF for 
2008 

The following summarizes changes to 
the LOF for 2008 in fishery 
classification, fisheries listed in the 
LOF, the number of participants in a 
particular fishery, and the species and/ 
or stocks that are incidentally killed or 
seriously injured in a particular fishery. 
The classifications and definitions of 
U.S. commercial fisheries for 2008 are 
identical to those provided in the LOF 
for 2007 with the following exceptions. 

Commercial Fisheries in the Pacific 
Ocean 

Fishery Classification 
The ‘‘CA yellowtail, barracuda, and 

white seabass drift gillnet (mesh size 
≥3.5 inches and <14 inches)’’ fishery is 
not elevated to a Category I fishery as 
proposed in the proposed 2008 LOF. 
The mean annual mortality and serious 
injury for the CA stock of long-beaked 
common dolphins was recalculated due 
to errors in the reporting of observer 
coverage for this fishery discovered 
during the public comment period for 
the draft 2007 SARs. Using the correct 
information, the data indicate that the 
annual mortality and serious injury of 
this stock in this fishery is 43 percent, 
not 82 percent, of the stock’s PBR as had 
been reported in the proposed 2008 
LOF. For this reason, the ‘‘CA 
yellowtail, barracuda, and white seabass 
drift gillnet (mesh size ≥3.5 inches and 
<14 inches)’’ fishery remains a Category 
II on the final 2008 LOF. 

The superscript ‘‘2’’ is removed from 
Table 1 following the ‘‘CA yellowtail, 
barracuda, and white seabass drift 
gillnet (mesh size ≥3.5 inches and <14 
inches)’’ fishery because it is no longer 
classified by analogy to other gillnet 
fisheries. The current data shows that 
the mortality and serious injury of the 
CA stock of long-beaked common 
dolphin is 43 percent; therefore, it is 
driving the classification of this fishery. 
A superscript ‘‘1’’ is placed next to this 
stock in Table 1 to indicate its role as 
a driving stock. 

Removal of Fisheries from the LOF 

The Category II ‘‘OR blue shark 
floating longline’’ fishery is removed 
from the LOF. 

The Category II ‘‘OR swordfish 
floating longline’’ fishery is removed 
from the LOF. 

Fishery Name and Organizational 
Changes and Clarifications 

The Category II ‘‘CA yellowtail, 
barracuda, and white seabass drift 
gillnet (mesh size >3.5 inches and <14 
inches)’’ fishery is renamed the ‘‘CA 
yellowtail, barracuda, and white seabass 
drift gillnet (mesh size ≥3.5 inches and 
<14 inches)’’ fishery. 

The Category III ‘‘CA set and drift 
gillnet fisheries that use a stretched 
mesh size of 3.5 in or less’’ is renamed 
the ‘‘CA set gillnet fishery (mesh size 
<3.5 inches).’’ 

NMFS reviewed the various West 
Coast pot and trap fisheries for 
information on the takes of humpback 
and gray whales in Category III trap/pot 
fisheries on the Pacific Coast. NMFS 
anticipates that incidental serious injury 

and mortality of gray and humpback 
whales in OR and WA crab fisheries is 
unlikely to increase; therefore, NMFS 
did not reclassify the crab pot fisheries 
at this time. NMFS will continue to 
analyze information from the remaining 
pot fisheries along the West Coast for 
potential recategorization of certain 
West Coast trap/pot fisheries in future 
LOFs. 

The fishery description for the 
Category II ‘‘AK Metlakatla/Annette 
Island salmon drift gillnet’’ fishery is 
changed to reflect that the fishery is an 
exclusively tribal fishery managed 
exclusively by the tribe. There is no 
management by any state or Federal 
agency. 

Number of Vessels/Persons 

The estimated number of vessels or 
persons in the Category II ‘‘CA anchovy, 
mackerel, and sardine purse seine’’ 
fishery is updated to 63. 

The estimated number of vessels or 
persons in the Category II ‘‘CA squid 
purse seine’’ fishery is updated to 71. 

The estimated number of vessels or 
persons in the Category III ‘‘HI inshore 
gillnet’’ fishery is updated to 5. 

The estimated number of vessels or 
persons in the Category III ‘‘WA/OR/CA 
groundfish trawl’’ fishery is updated to 
160–180. 

The estimated number of vessels or 
persons in the Category III ‘‘CA 
abalone’’ fishery is updated to zero. 

The estimated number of vessels or 
persons in the Category III ‘‘CA set 
gillnet (mesh size <3.5 inches)’’ fishery 
(renamed from the ‘‘CA set and drift 
gillnet fisheries that use a stretched 
mesh size of 3.5 in or less’’ fishery in 
this final rule) is updated to 304. 

List of Species That are Incidentally 
Injured or Killed 

The Hawaiian stocks of striped 
dolphin and Bryde’s whale are added to 
the list of marine mammal species and 
stocks incidentally injured or killed in 
the Category I ‘‘HI swordfish, tuna, 
billfish, mahi mahi, wahoo, oceanic 
sharks longline/set line’’ fishery. 

The Gulf of Alaska, Aleutian Islands, 
and Bering Sea transient stock of killer 
whales is removed from the list of 
marine mammal species and stocks 
incidentally injured or killed in the 
Category II ‘‘AK Bering Sea and 
Aleutian Islands Pacific cod longline’’ 
fishery and the Category III ‘‘AK Bering 
Sea and Aleutian Islands Greenland 
turbot longline’’ fishery. 
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Commercial Fisheries in the Atlantic 
Ocean, Gulf of Mexico, and Caribbean 

Addition of Fisheries to the LOF 

The ‘‘GA cannonball jellyfish trawl’’ 
fishery is added to the LOF as a 
Category III fishery. 

Removal of Fisheries from the LOF 

The Category III ‘‘U.S. Mid-Atlantic 
hand seine’’ fishery is removed from the 
LOF. 

Fishery Name and Organizational 
Changes and Clarifications 

The estimated number of vessels or 
persons in the Category II ‘‘Gulf of 
Mexico menhaden purse seine’’ fishery 
is updated to 40–42. 

The list of target fish species 
associated with the Category II ‘‘Atlantic 
mixed species trap/pot’’ fishery is 
expanded to include cunner. 

The list of target species associated 
with the Category II ‘‘Southeast Atlantic 
gillnet’’ fishery is updated by removing 
shad. 

The description of the Category II 
‘‘Southeast Atlantic gillnet’’ fishery is 
corrected by clarifying that the fishery is 
also managed under ALWTRP 
implementing regulations. Management 
under the ALWTRP was inadvertently 
left out of the description in the 
proposed rule. 

The boundaries and excluded 
fisheries associated with the Category I 
‘‘Mid-Atlantic gillnet’’ fishery are 
updated through the addition of the 
following language, ‘‘ NC/SC border, but 
not including waters where gillnet 
fisheries are listed as Category II and 
Category III. At this time, these Category 
II and Category III fisheries include: the 
Chesapeake Bay inshore gillnet; NC 
inshore gillnet; DE River inshore gillnet; 
Long Island Sound inshore gillnet; and 
RI, southern MA (to Monomy Island), 
and NY Bight (Raritan and Lower NY 
Bays) inshore gillnet.’’ 

The boundaries and excluded 
fisheries associated with the Category II 
‘‘Atlantic mixed species trap/pot’’ 
fishery are updated through the addition 
of the following language, ‘‘The Atlantic 
mixed species trap/pot fishery (Category 
II) includes all trap/pot operations for 
species from the U.S.-Canada border 
down through the waters east of the 
fishery management demarcation line 
between the Atlantic Ocean and the 
Gulf of Mexico (50 CFR 600.105), but 
does not include the following Category 
I, II, and III trap/pot fisheries: Northeast/ 
Mid-Atlantic American lobster trap/pot; 
Atlantic blue crab trap/pot; FL spiny 
lobster trap/ pot; Southeastern U.S. 
Atlantic, Gulf of Mexico stone crab trap/ 
pot; U.S. Mid-Atlantic eel trap/pot 

fisheries; and the Southeastern U.S. 
Atlantic, Gulf of Mexico golden crab 
fishery (68 FR 1421, January 10, 2003).’’ 

The definition of the Category II 
‘‘Mid-Atlantic flynet’’ fishery, provided 
in the final 2007 LOF (71 FR 70345, 
December 4, 2006), is replaced with the 
following language: ‘‘The flynet fishery 
is a multispecies fishery composed of 
nearshore and offshore components that 
operate along the eastern coast of the 
Mid-Atlantic United States. Flynets are 
high profile trawls similar to bottom 
otter trawls. These nets typically range 
from 80–120 ft (24–36.6 m) in headrope 
length, with wing mesh sizes of 16–64 
in (41–163 cm), following a slow 3:1 
taper to smaller mesh sizes in the body, 
extension, and codend sections of the 
net. The nearshore fishery operates from 
October to April inside of 30 fathoms 
(180 ft–55 m) from NC to NJ. This 
nearshore fishery targets Atlantic 
croaker, weakfish, butterfish, 
harvestfish, bluefish, menhaden , 
striped bass, kingfishes, and other 
finfish species. Flynet fishing is no 
longer permitted south of Cape Hatteras 
in order to protect weakfish stocks. The 
offshore component operates from 
November to April outside of 30 
fathoms (180 ft; 55 m) from the Hudson 
Canyon off NY, south to Hatteras 
Canyon off NC. These deeper water 
fisheries target bluefish, Atlantic 
mackerel, Loligo squid, black sea bass, 
and scup (72 FR 7382, February 15, 
2007). Illex squid are also targeted 
offshore (70–200 fathoms [420–1,200 ft; 
128–366 m]) during summer months 
from May to September.’’ NMFS 
acknowledges that concerns have been 
raised over the possible colloquial 
nature of this fishery and will continue 
working to resolve these concerns. 

The descriptions of the Category II 
‘‘Northeast anchored float gillnet’’, 
‘‘Northeast drift gillnet’’, ‘‘Atlantic blue 
crab trap/pot, and ‘‘Atlantic mixed 
species trap/pot’’ fisheries are updated 
to reflect that each is now also managed 
under ALWTRP implementing 
regulations under a recent rulemaking 
(72 FR 57104, October 5, 2007). 

The description of the Category II 
‘‘Mid-Atlantic haul/beach seine’’ fishery 
is undergoing change, particularly 
pertaining to NC beach gear, due to 
pending rulemakings by NCDMF. An 
updated description of this fishery will 
be provided in a future LOF. 

List of Species That are Incidentally 
Seriously Injured or Killed 

The Northern Gulf of Mexico 
continental shelf and Eastern Gulf of 
Mexico coastal stocks of bottlenose 
dolphins are added to the list of marine 
mammal species and stocks incidentally 

injured or killed in the Category III 
‘‘Southeastern U.S. Atlantic, Gulf of 
Mexico, shark bottom longline/hook- 
and-line’’ fishery. 

The name of the bottlenose dolphin 
stocks incidentally seriously injured or 
killed in the Category I ‘‘Atlantic Ocean, 
Caribbean, Gulf of Mexico large pelagics 
longline’’ and Category III ‘‘Gulf of 
Mexico butterfish trawl’’ fisheries are 
changed from ‘‘Bottlenose dolphin, 
Northern Gulf of Mexico outer 
continental shelf’’ to ‘‘Bottlenose 
dolphin, Northern Gulf of Mexico 
oceanic’’, and from ‘‘Bottlenose dolphin, 
Northern Gulf of Mexico continental 
shelf edge and slope’’ to ‘‘Bottlenose 
dolphin, Northern Gulf of Mexico 
continental shelf.’’ 

The name the humpback whale stock 
incidentally killed/injured in the 
Category I ‘‘Northeast sink gillnet’’, 
Category I ‘‘Northeast/Mid-Atlantic 
American lobster trap/pot’’, Category II 
‘‘Northeast anchored float gillnet’’, and 
Category III ‘‘Gulf of Maine, U.S. Mid- 
Atlantic tuna, shark, swordfish hook- 
and-line/harpoon’’ fisheries is changed 
from ‘‘Western North Atlantic (WNA)’’ 
to ‘‘Gulf of Maine.’’ 

List of Fisheries 

The following two tables list U.S. 
commercial fisheries according to their 
assigned categories under section 118 of 
the MMPA. The estimated number of 
vessels/participants is expressed in 
terms of the number of active 
participants in the fishery, when 
possible. If this information is not 
available, the estimated number of 
vessels or persons licensed for a 
particular fishery is provided. If no 
recent information is available on the 
number of participants in a fishery, the 
number from the most recent LOF is 
used. 

The tables also list the marine 
mammal species and stocks incidentally 
killed or injured in each fishery based 
on observer data, logbook data, 
stranding reports, and fisher reports. 
This list includes all species or stocks 
known to experience mortality or injury 
in a given fishery, but also includes 
species or stocks for which there are 
anecdotal records of interaction. 
Additionally, species identified by 
logbook entries may not be verified. 
Bycatch of species or stocks identified is 
not necessarily driving a fishery’s 
classification in a given Category. NMFS 
has designated those stocks driving a 
fishery’s classification (i.e., the fishery 
is classified based on serious injuries 
and mortalities of a marine mammal 
stock greater than 50 percent [Category 
I], or greater than 1 percent and less 

VerDate Aug<31>2005 18:41 Nov 26, 2007 Jkt 214001 PO 00000 Frm 00027 Fmt 4700 Sfmt 4700 E:\FR\FM\27NOR1.SGM 27NOR1pw
al

ke
r 

on
 P

R
O

D
1P

C
71

 w
ith

 R
U

LE
S



66068 Federal Register / Vol. 72, No. 227 / Tuesday, November 27, 2007 / Rules and Regulations 

than 50 percent [Category II], of a stock’s 
PBR) by a ‘‘1’’ after the stock’s name. 

There are several fisheries classified 
in Category II that have no recently 
documented interactions with marine 
mammals, or interactions that did not 
result in a serious injury or mortality. 
Justification for classifying these 

fisheries as a Category II is by analogy 
to other gear types that are known to 
cause mortality or serious injury of 
marine mammals, as discussed in the 
final LOF for 1996 (60 FR 67063, 
December 28, 1995), and according to 
factors listed in the definition of a 
‘‘Category II fishery’’ in 50 CFR 229.2. 

NMFS has designated those fisheries 
originally listed by analogy in Tables 1 
and 2 by a ‘‘2’’ after the fishery’s name. 

Table 1 lists commercial fisheries in 
the Pacific Ocean (including Alaska); 
Table 2 lists commercial fisheries in the 
Atlantic Ocean, Gulf of Mexico, and 
Caribbean. 

TABLE 1 - LIST OF FISHERIES COMMERCIAL FISHERIES IN THE PACIFIC OCEAN 

Fishery Description Estimated # of vessels/per-
sons 

Marine mammal species and stocks incidentally killed/ 
injured 

CATEGORY I 

GILLNET FISHERIES: 

CA angel shark/halibut and other species set gillnet 
(>3.5 in. mesh) 

58 California sea lion, U.S. 
Harbor seal, CA 
Harbor porpoise, Central CA1 
Long-beaked common dolphin, CA 
Northern elephant seal, CA breeding 
Sea otter, CA 
Short-beaked common dolphin, CA/OR/WA 

CA/OR thresher shark/swordfish drift gillnet (≥14 in. 
mesh) 

85 California sea lion, U.S. 
Dall’s porpoise, CA/OR/WA 
Fin whale, CA/OR/WA 
Gray whale, Eastern North Pacific 
Humpback whale, Eastern North Pacific 
Long-beaked common dolphin, CA 
Northern elephant seal, CA breeding 
Northern right-whale dolphin, CA/OR/WA 
Pacific white-sided dolphin, CA/OR/WA 
Risso’s dolphin, CA/OR/WA 
Short-beaked common dolphin, CA/OR/WA 
Short-finned pilot whale, CA/OR/WA1 
Sperm whale, CA/OR/WA 

LONGLINE/SET LINE FISHERIES: 

HI swordfish, tuna, billfish, mahi mahi, wahoo, oce-
anic sharks longline/set line 

140 Blainville’s beaked whale, HI 
Bottlenose dolphin, HI 
Bryde’s whale, HI 
False killer whale, HI1 
Humpback whale, Central North Pacific 
Pantropical spotted dolphin, HI 
Risso’s dolphin, HI 
Short-finned pilot whale, HI 
Spinner dolphin, HI 
Sperm whale, HI 
Striped dolphin, HI 

CATEGORY II 

GILLNET FISHERIES: 

AK Bristol Bay salmon drift gillnet2 1,903 Beluga whale, Bristol Bay 
Gray whale, Eastern North Pacific 
Harbor seal, Bering Sea 
Northern fur seal, Eastern Pacific 
Pacific white-sided dolphin, North Pacific 
Spotted seal, AK 
Steller sea lion, Western U.S.1 

AK Bristol Bay salmon set gillnet2 1,014 Beluga whale, Bristol Bay 
Gray whale, Eastern North Pacific 
Harbor seal, Bering Sea 
Northern fur seal, Eastern Pacific 
Spotted seal, AK 
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TABLE 1 - LIST OF FISHERIES COMMERCIAL FISHERIES IN THE PACIFIC OCEAN—Continued 

Fishery Description Estimated # of vessels/per-
sons 

Marine mammal species and stocks incidentally killed/ 
injured 

AK Cook Inlet salmon set gillnet 745 Beluga whale, Cook Inlet 
Dall’s porpoise, AK 
Harbor porpoise, GOA 
Harbor seal, GOA 
Humpback whale, Central North Pacific1 
Steller sea lion, Western U.S. 

AK Cook Inlet salmon drift gillnet 576 Beluga whale, Cook Inlet 
Dall’s porpoise, AK 
Harbor porpoise, GOA1 
Harbor seal, GOA 
Steller sea lion, Western U.S. 

AK Kodiak salmon set gillnet 188 Harbor porpoise, GOA1 
Harbor seal, GOA 
Sea otter, Southwest AK 
Steller sea lion, Western U.S. 

AK Metlakatla/Annette Island salmon drift gillnet2 60 None documented 

AK Peninsula/Aleutian Islands salmon drift gillnet2 164 Dall’s porpoise, AK 
Harbor porpoise, GOA 
Harbor seal, GOA 
Northern fur seal, Eastern Pacific 

AK Peninsula/Aleutian Islands salmon set gillnet2 116 Harbor porpoise, Bering Sea 
Steller sea lion, Western U.S. 

AK Prince William Sound salmon drift gillnet 541 Dall’s porpoise, AK 
Harbor porpoise, GOA1 
Harbor seal, GOA 
Northern fur seal, Eastern Pacific 
Pacific white-sided dolphin, North Pacific 
Sea Otter, South Central AK 
Steller sea lion, Western U.S.1 

AK Southeast salmon drift gillnet 481 Dall’s porpoise, AK 
Harbor porpoise, Southeast AK 
Harbor seal, Southeast AK 
Humpback whale, Central North Pacific1 
Pacific white-sided dolphin, North Pacific 
Steller sea lion, Eastern U.S. 

AK Yakutat salmon set gillnet2 170 Gray whale, Eastern North Pacific 
Harbor seal, Southeast AK 
Humpback whale, Central North Pacific (Southeast AK) 

CA yellowtail, barracuda, and white seabass drift 
gillnet fishery (mesh size ≥3.5 in and <14 in) 

24 California sea lion, U.S. 
Long-beaked common dolphin, CA1 
Short-beaked common dolphin, CA/OR/WA 

WA Puget Sound Region salmon drift gillnet (in-
cludes all inland waters south of US-Canada bor-
der and eastward of the Bonilla-Tatoosh line-Treaty 
Indian fishing is excluded) 

210 Dall’s porpoise, CA/OR/WA 
Harbor porpoise, inland WA1 
Harbor seal, WA inland 

PURSE SEINE FISHERIES: 

AK Southeast salmon purse seine 416 Humpback whale, Central North Pacific1 

AK Cook Inlet salmon purse seine 82 Humpback whale, Central North Pacific1 

AK Kodiak salmon purse seine 370 Humpback whale, Central North Pacific1 

CA anchovy, mackerel, sardine purse seine 63 Bottlenose dolphin, CA/OR/WA offshore1 
California sea lion, U.S. 
Harbor seal, CA 

CA squid purse seine 71 Common dolphin, unknown 
Short-finned pilot whale, CA/OR/WA1 
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TABLE 1 - LIST OF FISHERIES COMMERCIAL FISHERIES IN THE PACIFIC OCEAN—Continued 

Fishery Description Estimated # of vessels/per-
sons 

Marine mammal species and stocks incidentally killed/ 
injured 

CA tuna purse seine2 10 None documented 

TRAWL FISHERIES: 

AK Bering Sea, Aleutian Islands flatfish trawl 26 Bearded seal, AK 
Harbor porpoise, Bering Sea 
Harbor seal, Bering Sea 
Killer whale, AK resident1 
Northern fur seal, Eastern North Pacific 
Spotted seal, AK 
Steller sea lion, Western U.S.1 
Walrus, AK 

AK Bering Sea, Aleutian Islands pollock trawl 120 Dall’s porpoise, AK 
Harbor seal, AK 
Humpback whale, Central North Pacific1 
Humpback whale, Western North Pacific1 
Killer whale, Eastern North Pacific, GOA, Aleutian Is-
lands, and Bering Sea transient1 
Minke whale, AK 
Ribbon seal, AK 
Spotted seal, AK 
Steller sea lion, Western U.S.1 

LONGLINE/SET LINE FISHERIES: 

AK Bering Sea, Aleutian Islands Pacific cod 
longline 

114 Killer whale, AK resident1 
Ribbon seal, AK 
Steller sea lion, Western U.S. 

CA pelagic longline2 6 California sea lion, U.S. 
Risso’s dolphin, CA/OR/WA 

POT, RING NET, AND TRAP FISHERIES: 

AK Bering Sea sablefish pot 6 Humpback whale, Central North Pacific1 
Humpback whale, Western North Pacific1 

CATEGORY III 

GILLNET FISHERIES: 

AK Kuskokwim, Yukon, Norton Sound, Kotzebue 
salmon gillnet 

1,922 Harbor porpoise, Bering Sea 

AK miscellaneous finfish set gillnet 3 Steller sea lion, Western U.S. 

AK Prince William Sound salmon set gillnet 30 Harbor seal, GOA 
Steller sea lion, Western U.S. 

AK roe herring and food/bait herring gillnet 2,034 None documented 

CA set gillnet (mesh size <3.5 inches) 304 None documented 

HI inshore gillnet 5 Bottlenose dolphin, HI 
Spinner dolphin, HI 

WA Grays Harbor salmon drift gillnet (excluding 
treaty Tribal fishing) 

24 Harbor seal, OR/WA coast 

WA/OR herring, smelt, shad, sturgeon, bottom fish, 
mullet, perch, rockfish gillnet 

913 None documented 

WA/OR lower Columbia River (includes tributaries) 
drift gillnet 

110 California sea lion, U.S. 
Harbor seal, OR/WA coast 

WA Willapa Bay drift gillnet 82 Harbor seal, OR/WA coast 
Northern elephant seal, CA breeding 

PURSE SEINE, BEACH SEINE, ROUND HAUL 
AND THROW NET FISHERIES: 
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TABLE 1 - LIST OF FISHERIES COMMERCIAL FISHERIES IN THE PACIFIC OCEAN—Continued 

Fishery Description Estimated # of vessels/per-
sons 

Marine mammal species and stocks incidentally killed/ 
injured 

AK Metlakatla salmon purse seine 10 None documented 

AK miscellaneous finfish beach seine 1 None documented 

AK miscellaneous finfish purse seine 3 None documented 

AK octopus/squid purse seine 2 None documented 

AK roe herring and food/bait herring beach seine 8 None documented 

AK roe herring and food/bait herring purse seine 624 None documented 

AK salmon beach seine 34 None documented 

AK salmon purse seine (except Southeast Alaska, 
which is in Category II) 

953 Harbor seal, GOA 

WA/OR sardine purse seine 42 None documented 

HI Kona crab loop net 42 None documented 

HI opelu/akule net 12 None documented 

HI inshore purse seine 23 None documented 

HI throw net, cast net 14 None documented 

WA (all species) beach seine or drag seine 235 None documented 

WA/OR herring, smelt, squid purse seine or 
lampara 

130 None documented 

WA salmon purse seine 440 None documented 

WA salmon reef net 53 None documented 

DIP NET FISHERIES: 

CA squid dip net 115 None documented 

WA/OR smelt, herring dip net 119 None documented 

MARINE AQUACULTURE FISHERIES: 

CA marine shellfish aquaculture unknown None documented 

CA salmon enhancement rearing pen >1 None documented 

CA white seabass enhancement net pens 13 California sea lion, U.S. 

HI offshore pen culture 2 None documented 

OR salmon ranch 1 None documented 

WA/OR salmon net pens 14 California sea lion, U.S. 
Harbor seal, WA inland waters 

TROLL FISHERIES: 

AK North Pacific halibut, AK bottom fish, WA/OR/ 
CA albacore, groundfish, bottom fish, CA halibut 
non-salmonid troll fisheries 

1,530 (330 AK) None documented 

AK salmon troll 2,335 Steller sea lion, Eastern U.S. 
Steller sea lion, Western U.S. 

American Samoa tuna troll < 50 None documented 

CA/OR/WA salmon troll 4,300 None documented 

Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands 
tuna troll 

88 None documented 
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TABLE 1 - LIST OF FISHERIES COMMERCIAL FISHERIES IN THE PACIFIC OCEAN—Continued 

Fishery Description Estimated # of vessels/per-
sons 

Marine mammal species and stocks incidentally killed/ 
injured 

Guam tuna troll 401 None documented 

HI trolling, rod and reel 1,321 None documented 

LONGLINE/SET LINE FISHERIES: 

AK Bering Sea, Aleutian Islands Greenland turbot 
longline 

12 Killer whale, AK resident 

AK Bering Sea, Aleutian Islands rockfish longline 17 None documented 

AK Bering Sea, Aleutian Islands sablefish longline 63 None documented 

AK Gulf of Alaska halibut longline 1,302 None documented 

AK Gulf of Alaska Pacific cod longline 440 None documented 

AK Gulf of Alaska rockfish longline 421 None documented 

AK Gulf of Alaska sablefish longline 412 Sperm whale, North Pacific 
Steller sea lion, Eastern U.S. 

AK halibut longline/set line (State and Federal wa-
ters) 

3,079 Steller sea lion, Western U.S. 

AK octopus/squid longline 7 None documented 

AK state-managed waters groundfish longline/ 
setline (including sablefish, rockfish, and miscella-
neous finfish) 

731 None documented 

American Samoa longline 60 None documented 

WA/OR/CA groundfish, bottomfish longline/set line 367 None documented 

WA/OR North Pacific halibut longline/set line 350 None documented 

TRAWL FISHERIES: 

AK Bering Sea, Aleutian Islands Atka mackerel 
trawl 

8 Steller sea lion, Western U.S. 

AK Bering Sea, Aleutian Islands Pacific cod trawl 87 Harbor seal, Bering Sea 
Steller sea lion, Western U.S. 

AK Bering Sea, Aleutian Islands rockfish trawl 9 None documented 

AK Gulf of Alaska flatfish trawl 52 None documented 

AK Gulf of Alaska Pacific cod trawl 101 Steller sea lion, Western U.S. 

AK Gulf of Alaska pollock trawl 83 Fin whale, Northeast Pacific 
Northern elephant seal, North Pacific 
Steller sea lion, Western U.S. 

AK Gulf of Alaska rockfish trawl 45 None documented 

AK food/bait herring trawl 3 None documented 

AK miscellaneous finfish otter or beam trawl 6 None documented 

AK shrimp otter trawl and beam trawl (statewide 
and Cook Inlet) 

58 None documented 

AK state-managed waters of Cook Inlet, Kachemak 
Bay, Prince William Sound, Southeast AK ground-
fish trawl 

2 None documented 

CA halibut bottom trawl 53 None documented 
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TABLE 1 - LIST OF FISHERIES COMMERCIAL FISHERIES IN THE PACIFIC OCEAN—Continued 

Fishery Description Estimated # of vessels/per-
sons 

Marine mammal species and stocks incidentally killed/ 
injured 

WA/OR/CA groundfish trawl 160-180 California sea lion, U.S. 
Dall’s porpoise, CA/OR/WA 
Harbor seal, OR/WA coast 
Northern fur seal, Eastern Pacific 
Pacific white-sided dolphin, CA/OR/WA 
Steller sea lion, Eastern U.S. 

WA/OR/CA shrimp trawl 300 None documented 

POT, RING NET, AND TRAP FISHERIES: 

AK Aleutian Islands sablefish pot 8 None documented 

AK Bering Sea, Aleutian Islands Pacific cod pot 76 None documented 

AK Bering Sea, Aleutian Islands crab pot 329 None documented 

AK Gulf of Alaska crab pot unknown None documented 

AK Gulf of Alaska Pacific cod pot 154 Harbor seal, GOA 

AK Southeast Alaska crab pot unknown Humpback whale, Central North Pacific (Southeast AK) 

AK Southeast Alaska shrimp pot unknown Humpback whale, Central North Pacific (Southeast AK) 

AK octopus/squid pot 72 None documented 

AK snail pot 2 None documented 

CA lobster, prawn, shrimp, rock crab, fish pot 608 Gray whale, Eastern North Pacific 
Harbor seal, CA 
Humpback whale, Eastern North Pacific 
Sea otter, CA 

OR/CA hagfish pot or trap 25 None documented 

WA/OR/CA crab pot 1,478 Gray whale, Eastern North Pacific 
Humpback whale, Eastern North Pacific 

WA/OR/CA sablefish pot 176 None documented 

WA/OR shrimp pot/trap 254 None documented 

HI crab trap 22 None documented 

HI fish trap 19 None documented 

HI lobster trap 0 Hawaiian monk seal 

HI shrimp trap 5 None documented 

HANDLINE AND JIG FISHERIES: 

AK miscellaneous finfish handline and mechanical 
jig 

100 None documented 

AK North Pacific halibut handline and mechanical 
jig 

93 None documented 

AK octopus/squid handline 2 None documented 

American Samoa bottomfish <50 None documented 

Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands 
bottomfish 

<50 None documented 

Guam bottomfish 200 None documented 

HI aku boat, pole and line 4 None documented 

HI Main Hawaiian Islands, Northwest Hawaiian Is-
lands deep sea bottomfish 

300 Hawaiian monk seal 
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TABLE 1 - LIST OF FISHERIES COMMERCIAL FISHERIES IN THE PACIFIC OCEAN—Continued 

Fishery Description Estimated # of vessels/per-
sons 

Marine mammal species and stocks incidentally killed/ 
injured 

HI inshore handline 307 None documented 

HI tuna handline 298 Hawaiian monk seal 

WA groundfish, bottomfish jig 679 None documented 

Western Pacific squid jig 6 None documented 

HARPOON FISHERIES: 

CA swordfish harpoon 30 None documented 

POUND NET/WEIR FISHERIES: 

AK herring spawn on kelp pound net 452 None documented 

AK Southeast herring roe/food/bait pound net 3 None documented 

WA herring brush weir 1 None documented 

BAIT PENS: 

WA/OR/CA bait pens 13 California sea lion, U.S. 

DREDGE FISHERIES: 

Coastwide scallop dredge 108 (12 AK) None documented 

DIVE, HAND/MECHANICAL COLLECTION FISH-
ERIES: 

AK abalone 0 None documented 

AK clam 156 None documented 

WA herring spawn on kelp 4 None documented 

AK dungeness crab 3 None documented 

AK herring spawn on kelp 363 None documented 

AK urchin and other fish/shellfish 471 None documented 

CA abalone 0 None documented 

CA sea urchin 583 None documented 

HI black coral diving 1 None documented 

HI fish pond N/A None documented 

HI handpick 37 None documented 

HI lobster diving 19 None documented 

HI squiding, spear 91 None documented 

WA/CA kelp 4 None documented 

WA/OR sea urchin, other clam, octopus, oyster, 
sea cucumber, scallop, ghost shrimp hand, dive, or 
mechanical collection 

637 None documented 

WA shellfish aquaculture 684 None documented 

COMMERCIAL PASSENGER FISHING VESSEL 
(CHARTER BOAT) FISHERIES: 

AK/WA/OR/CA commercial passenger fishing ves-
sel 

>7,000 (1,107 AK) Killer whale, stock unknown 
Steller sea lion, Eastern U.S. 
Steller sea lion, Western U.S. 
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TABLE 1 - LIST OF FISHERIES COMMERCIAL FISHERIES IN THE PACIFIC OCEAN—Continued 

Fishery Description Estimated # of vessels/per-
sons 

Marine mammal species and stocks incidentally killed/ 
injured 

HI charter vessel 114 None documented 

LIVE FINFISH/SHELLFISH FISHERIES: 

CA finfish and shellfish live trap/hook-and-line 93 None documented 

List of Abbreviations and Symbols Used in Table 1: AK - Alaska; CA - California; GOA - Gulf of Alaska; HI - Hawaii; OR - Oregon; WA - Wash-
ington 

1 Fishery classified based on serious injuries and mortalities of this stock, which are greater than 1 percent of the stock’s PBR 
2 Fishery classified by analogy. 

TABLE 2 - LIST OF FISHERIES COMMERCIAL FISHERIES IN THE ATLANTIC OCEAN, GULF OF MEXICO, AND CARIBBEAN 

Fishery Description 
Estimated # of 
vessels/per-

sons 
Marine mammal species and stocks incidentally killed/injured 

CATEGORY I 

GILLNET FISHERIES: 

Mid-Atlantic gillnet >670 Bottlenose dolphin, WNA coastal1 
Bottlenose dolphin, WNA offshore 
Common dolphin, WNA 
Gray seal, WNA 
Harbor porpoise, GME/BF1 
Harbor seal, WNA 
Harp seal, WNA 
Humpback whale, Gulf of Maine1 
Long-finned pilot whale, WNA 
Minke whale, Canadian east coast 
Short-finned pilot whale, WNA 
White-sided dolphin, WNA 

Northeast sink gillnet 341 Bottlenose dolphin, WNA offshore 
Common dolphin, WNA 
Fin whale, WNA 
Gray seal, WNA 
Harbor porpoise, GME/BF1 
Harbor seal, WNA 
Harp seal, WNA 
Hooded seal, WNA 
Humpback whale, Gulf of Maine1 
Minke whale, Canadian east coast1 
North Atlantic right whale, WNA1 
Risso’s dolphin, WNA 
White-sided dolphin, WNA 

LONGLINE FISHERIES: 

Atlantic Ocean, Caribbean, Gulf of Mexico large pelagics 
longline 

94 Atlantic spotted dolphin, Northern GMX 
Atlantic spotted dolphin, WNA 
Bottlenose dolphin, Northern GMX oceanic 
Bottlenose dolphin, Northern GMX continental shelf 
Bottlenose dolphin, WNA offshore 
Common dolphin, WNA 
Cuvier’s beaked whale, WNA 
Long-finned pilot whale, WNA1 
Mesoplodon beaked whale, WNA 
Northern bottlenose whale, WNA 
Pantropical spotted dolphin, Northern GMX 
Pantropical spotted dolphin, WNA 
Pygmy sperm whale, WNA1 
Risso’s dolphin, Northern GMX 
Risso’s dolphin, WNA 
Short-finned pilot whale, Northern GMX 
Short-finned pilot whale, WNA1 

TRAP/POT FISHERIES: 
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TABLE 2 - LIST OF FISHERIES COMMERCIAL FISHERIES IN THE ATLANTIC OCEAN, GULF OF MEXICO, AND CARIBBEAN— 
Continued 

Fishery Description 
Estimated # of 
vessels/per-

sons 
Marine mammal species and stocks incidentally killed/injured 

Northeast/Mid-Atlantic American lobster trap/pot 13,000 Fin whale, WNA 
Harbor seal, WNA 
Humpback whale, Gulf of Maine1 
Minke whale, Canadian east coast1 
North Atlantic right whale, WNA1 

CATEGORY II 

GILLNET FISHERIES: 

Chesapeake Bay inshore gillnet2 45 None documented 

Gulf of Mexico gillnet2 724 Bottlenose dolphin, Eastern GMX coastal 
Bottlenose dolphin, GMX bay, sound, and estuarine 
Bottlenose dolphin, Northern GMX coastal 
Bottlenose dolphin, Western GMX coastal 

NC inshore gillnet 94 Bottlenose dolphin, WNA coastal1 

Northeast anchored float gillnet2 133 Harbor seal, WNA 
Humpback whale, Gulf of Maine 
White-sided dolphin, WNA 

Northeast drift gillnet2 unknown None documented 

Southeast Atlantic gillnet2 779 Bottlenose dolphin, WNA coastal 

Southeastern U.S. Atlantic shark gillnet 30 Atlantic spotted dolphin, WNA 
Bottlenose dolphin, WNA coastal1 
North Atlantic right whale, WNA 

TRAWL FISHERIES: 

Mid-Atlantic mid-water trawl (including pair trawl) 620 Bottlenose dolphin, WNA offshore 
Common dolphin, WNA 
Long-finned pilot whale, WNA 
Risso’s dolphin, WNA 
Short-finned pilot whale, WNA 
White-sided dolphin, WNA1 

Mid-Atlantic bottom trawl >1,000 Common dolphin, WNA1 
Long-finned pilot whale, WNA1 
Short-finned pilot whale, WNA1 

Mid-Atlantic flynet2 21 None documented 

Northeast mid-water trawl (including pair trawl) 17 Harbor seal, WNA 
Long-finned pilot whale, WNA1 
Short-finned pilot whale, WNA1 
White-sided dolphin, WNA 

Northeast bottom trawl 1,052 Common dolphin, WNA 
Harbor porpoise, GME/BF 
Harp seal, WNA 
Long-finned pilot whale, WNA 
Short-finned pilot whale, WNA 
White-sided dolphin, WNA1 

TRAP/POT FISHERIES: 

Atlantic blue crab trap/pot >16,000 Bottlenose dolphin, WNA coastal1 
West Indian manatee, FL1 

Atlantic mixed species trap/pot2 unknown Fin whale, WNA 
Humpback whale, Gulf of Maine 

PURSE SEINE FISHERIES: 
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TABLE 2 - LIST OF FISHERIES COMMERCIAL FISHERIES IN THE ATLANTIC OCEAN, GULF OF MEXICO, AND CARIBBEAN— 
Continued 

Fishery Description 
Estimated # of 
vessels/per-

sons 
Marine mammal species and stocks incidentally killed/injured 

Gulf of Mexico menhaden purse seine 40-42 Bottlenose dolphin, Eastern GMX coastal 
Bottlenose dolphin, GMX bay, sound, estuarine 
Bottlenose dolphin, Northern GMX coastal1 
Bottlenose dolphin, Western GMX coastal 

Mid-Atlantic menhaden purse seine2 22 Bottlenose dolphin, WNA coastal 

HAUL/BEACH SEINE FISHERIES: 

Mid-Atlantic haul/beach seine 25 Bottlenose dolphin, WNA coastal1 

NC long haul seine 33 Bottlenose dolphin, WNA coastal1 

STOP NET FISHERIES: 

NC roe mullet stop net 13 Bottlenose dolphin, WNA coastal1 

POUND NET FISHERIES: 

VA pound net 187 Bottlenose dolphin, WNA coastal1 

CATEGORY III 

GILLNET FISHERIES: 

Caribbean gillnet >991 Dwarf sperm whale, WNA 
West Indian manatee, Antillean 

DE River inshore gillnet 60 None documented 

Long Island Sound inshore gillnet 20 None documented 

RI, southern MA (to Monomoy Island), and NY Bight 
(Raritan and Lower NY Bays) inshore gillnet 

32 None documented 

Southeast Atlantic inshore gillnet unknown None documented 

TRAWL FISHERIES: 

Atlantic shellfish bottom trawl 972 None documented 

Gulf of Mexico butterfish trawl 2 Bottlenose dolphin, Northern GMX oceanic 
Bottlenose dolphin, Northern GMX continental shelf 

Gulf of Mexico mixed species trawl 20 None documented 

GA cannonball jellyfish trawl 1 None documented 

Southeastern U.S. Atlantic, Gulf of Mexico shrimp trawl >18,000 Bottlenose dolphin, WNA coastal 
Bottlenose dolphin, Eastern GMX coastal 
Bottlenose dolphin, Western GMX coastal 
Bottlenose dolphin, GMX bay, sound, estuarine 
West Indian Manatee, FL 

MARINE AQUACULTURE FISHERIES: 

Finfish aquaculture 48 Harbor seal, WNA 

Shellfish aquaculture unknown None documented 

PURSE SEINE FISHERIES: 

Gulf of Maine Atlantic herring purse seine 30 Harbor seal, WNA 
Gray seal, WNA 

Gulf of Maine menhaden purse seine 50 None documented 

FL west coast sardine purse seine 10 Bottlenose dolphin, Eastern GMX coastal 
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TABLE 2 - LIST OF FISHERIES COMMERCIAL FISHERIES IN THE ATLANTIC OCEAN, GULF OF MEXICO, AND CARIBBEAN— 
Continued 

Fishery Description 
Estimated # of 
vessels/per-

sons 
Marine mammal species and stocks incidentally killed/injured 

U.S. Atlantic tuna purse seine 5 Long-finned pilot whale, WNA 
Short-finned pilot whale, WNA 

LONGLINE/HOOK-AND-LINE FISHERIES: 

Northeast/Mid-Atlantic bottom longline/hook-and-line 46 None documented 

Gulf of Maine, U.S. Mid-Atlantic tuna, shark swordfish 
hook-and-line/harpoon 

26,223 Humpback whale, Gulf of Maine 

Southeastern U.S. Atlantic, Gulf of Mexico, and Carib-
bean snapper-grouper and other reef fish bottom 
longline/hook-and-line 

>5,000 None documented 

Southeastern U.S. Atlantic, Gulf of Mexico shark bottom 
longline/hook-and-line 

<125 Bottlenose dolphin, Eastern GMX coastal 
Bottlenose dolphin, Northern GMX continental shelf 

Southeastern U.S. Atlantic, Gulf of Mexico, and Carib-
bean pelagic hook-and-line/harpoon 

1,446 None documented 

TRAP/POT FISHERIES: 

Caribbean mixed species trap/pot >501 None documented 

Caribbean spiny lobster trap/pot >197 None documented 

FL spiny lobster trap/pot 2,145 Bottlenose dolphin, Eastern GMX coastal 

Gulf of Mexico blue crab trap/pot 4,113 Bottlenose dolphin, Western GMX coastal 
Bottlenose dolphin, Northern GMX coastal 
Bottlenose dolphin, Eastern GMX coastal 
Bottlenose dolphin, GMX Bay, Sound, & Estuarine 
West Indian manatee, FL 

Gulf of Mexico mixed species trap/pot unknown None documented 

Southeastern U.S. Atlantic, Gulf of Mexico golden crab 
trap/pot 

10 None documented 

Southeastern U.S. Atlantic, Gulf of Mexico stone crab 
trap/pot 

4,453 None documented 

U.S. Mid-Atlantic eel trap/pot >700 None documented 

STOP SEINE/WEIR/POUND NET FISHERIES: 

Gulf of Maine herring and Atlantic mackerel stop seine/ 
weir 

50 Gray seal, Northwest North Atlantic 
Harbor porpoise, GME/BF 
Harbor seal, WNA 
Minke whale, Canadian east coast 
White-sided dolphin, WNA 

U.S. Mid-Atlantic crab stop seine/weir 2,600 None documented 

U.S. Mid-Atlantic mixed species stop seine/weir/pound 
net (except the North Carolina roe mullet stop net) 

751 None documented 

DREDGE FISHERIES: 

Gulf of Maine mussel >50 None documented 

Gulf of Maine, U.S. Mid-Atlantic sea scallop dredge 233 None documented 

U.S. Mid-Atlantic/Gulf of Mexico oyster 7,000 None documented 

U.S. Mid-Atlantic offshore surf clam and quahog dredge 100 None documented 

HAUL/BEACH SEINE FISHERIES: 
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TABLE 2 - LIST OF FISHERIES COMMERCIAL FISHERIES IN THE ATLANTIC OCEAN, GULF OF MEXICO, AND CARIBBEAN— 
Continued 

Fishery Description 
Estimated # of 
vessels/per-

sons 
Marine mammal species and stocks incidentally killed/injured 

Caribbean haul/beach seine 15 West Indian manatee, Antillean 

Gulf of Mexico haul/beach seine unknown None documented 

Southeastern U.S. Atlantic, haul/beach seine 25 None documented 

DIVE, HAND/MECHANICAL COLLECTION FISH-
ERIES: 

Atlantic Ocean, Gulf of Mexico, Caribbean shellfish dive, 
hand/mechanical collection 

20,000 None documented 

Gulf of Maine urchin dive, hand/mechanical collection >50 None documented 

Gulf of Mexico, Southeast Atlantic, Mid-Atlantic, and 
Caribbean cast net 

unknown None documented 

COMMERCIAL PASSENGER FISHING VESSEL 
(CHARTER BOAT) FISHERIES: 

Atlantic Ocean, Gulf of Mexico, Caribbean commercial 
passenger fishing vessel 

4,000 Bottlenose dolphin, Eastern GMX coastal 
Bottlenose dolphin, Northern GMX coastal 
Bottlenose dolphin, Western GMX coastal 
Bottlenose dolphin, WNA coastal 

List of Abbreviations and Symbols Used in Table 2: DE - Delaware; FL - Florida; GA - Georgia; GME/BF - Gulf of Maine/Bay of Fundy; GMX - 
Gulf of Mexico; MA - Massachusetts; NC - North Carolina; VA - Virginia; WNA - Western North Atlantic 

1 - Fishery classified based on serious injuries and mortalities of this stock, which are greater than 1 percent of the stock’s PBR 
2 - Fishery classified by analogy. 

Classification 

During the proposed rulemaking stage 
for this rule, the Chief Counsel for 
Regulation of the Department of 
Commerce certified to the Chief Counsel 
for Advocacy of the Small Business 
Administration that this rule would not 
have a significant economic impact on 
a substantial number of small entities. 
The factual basis leading to the 
certification is repeated below. 

Under existing regulations, all fishers 
participating in Category I or II fisheries 
must register under the MMPA, obtain 
an Authorization Certificate, and pay a 
fee of $25 (with the exception of those 
in regions with a registration process 
integrated with existing state and 
Federal permitting processes). 
Additionally, fishers may be subject to 
a Take Reduction Plan (TRP) and 
requested to carry an observer. The 
Authorization Certificate authorizes the 
taking of marine mammals incidental to 
commercial fishing operations. NMFS 
has estimated that approximately 42,000 
fishing vessels, most of which are small 
entities, operate in Category I or II 
fisheries, and therefore, are required to 
register. However, registration has been 
integrated with existing state or Federal 
registration programs for the majority of 
these fisheries so these fishers do not 
need to register separately under the 

MMPA. Currently, approximately 350 
fishers register directly with NMFS 
under the MMPA authorization 
program. 

Though this final rule will affect 
approximately 350 small entities, the 
$25 registration fee, with respect to 
anticipated revenues, is not considered 
a significant economic impact. If a 
vessel is requested to carry an observer, 
fishers will not incur any direct 
economic costs associated with carrying 
that observer. Potential indirect costs to 
individual fishers required to take 
observers may include: lost space on 
deck for catch, lost bunk space, and lost 
fishing time due to time needed to 
process bycatch data. However, effective 
monitoring will rotate observers among 
a limited number of vessels in a fishery 
at any given time and each vessel within 
an observed fishery has an equal 
probability of being requested to 
accommodate an observer. Therefore, 
the potential indirect costs to individual 
fishers are expected to be minimal since 
observer coverage would only be 
required for a small percentage of an 
individual’s total annual fishing time. In 
addition, section 118 of the MMPA 
states that an observer will not be 
placed on a vessel if the facilities for 
quartering an observer or performing 
observer functions are inadequate or 
unsafe, thereby exempting vessels too 

small to accommodate an observer from 
this requirement. As a result of this 
certification, an initial regulatory 
flexibility analysis is not required and 
was not prepared. In the event that 
reclassification of a fishery to Category 
I or II results in a TRP, economic 
analyses of the effects of that plan will 
be summarized in subsequent 
rulemaking actions. 

This final rule contains collection-of- 
information requirements subject to the 
Paperwork Reduction Act. The 
collection of information for the 
registration of fishers under the MMPA 
has been approved by the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) under 
OMB control number 0648–0293 (0.15 
hours per report for new registrants and 
0.09 hours per report for renewals). The 
requirement for reporting marine 
mammal injuries or mortalities has been 
approved by OMB under OMB control 
number 0648–0292 (0.15 hours per 
report). These estimates include the 
time for reviewing instructions, 
searching existing data sources, 
gathering and maintaining the data 
needed, and completing and reviewing 
the collection of information. Send 
comments regarding these reporting 
burden estimates or any other aspect of 
the collections of information, including 
suggestions for reducing burden, to 
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NMFS and OMB (see ADDRESSES and 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION). 

Notwithstanding any other provision 
of law, no person is required to respond 
to nor shall a person be subject to a 
penalty for failure to comply with a 
collection of information subject to the 
requirements of the Paperwork 
Reduction Act unless that collection of 
information displays a currently valid 
OMB control number. 

This final rule has been determined to 
be not significant for the purposes of 
Executive Order 12866. 

An environmental assessment (EA) 
was prepared under the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for 
regulations to implement section 118 of 
the MMPA in June 1995. NMFS revised 
that EA relative to classifying U.S. 
commercial fisheries on the LOF in 
December 2005. Both the 1995 EA and 
the 2005 EA concluded that 
implementation of MMPA section 118 
regulations would not have a significant 
impact on the human environment. This 
final rule does not make any significant 
change in the management of 
reclassified fisheries, and therefore, this 
final rule is not expected to change the 
analysis or conclusion of the 2005 EA. 
If NMFS takes a management action, for 
example, through the development of a 
TRP, NMFS will first prepare an 
environmental document, as required 
under NEPA, specific to that action. 

This final rule will not affect species 
listed as threatened or endangered 
under the Endangered Species Act 
(ESA) or their associated critical habitat. 
The impacts of numerous fisheries have 
been analyzed in various biological 
opinions, and this final rule will not 
affect the conclusions of those opinions. 
The classification of fisheries on the 
LOF is not considered to be a 
management action that would 
adversely affect threatened or 
endangered species. If NMFS takes a 
management action, for example, 
through the development of a TRP, 
NMFS would conduct consultation 
under ESA section 7 for that action. 

This final rule will have no adverse 
impacts on marine mammals and may 
have a positive impact on marine 
mammals by improving knowledge of 
marine mammals and the fisheries 
interacting with marine mammals 
through information collected from 
observer programs, stranding and 
sighting data, or take reduction teams. 

This final rule will not affect the land 
or water uses or natural resources of the 
coastal zone, as specified under section 
307 of the Coastal Zone Management 
Act. 

Dated: November 19, 2007. 
Samuel D. Rauch III, 
Deputy Assistant Administrator for 
Regulatory Programs, National Marine 
Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. E7–23076 Filed 11–26–07; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3510–22–S 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

50 CFR Part 622 

[Docket No. 061121304–7053–02; I.D. 
112006B] 

RIN 0648–AT87 

Fisheries of the Caribbean, Gulf of 
Mexico, and South Atlantic; Reef Fish 
Fishery of the Gulf of Mexico; 
Republication of Gulf Red Snapper 
Interim Management Measures 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
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SUMMARY: This temporary rule 
republishes interim measures to reduce 
overfishing of Gulf red snapper that 
were previously implemented via a 
temporary rule published by NMFS on 
April 2, 2007, and extended through 
March 28, 2008, by a temporary rule 
published by NMFS on September 24, 
2007. The interim measures reduce the 
commercial and recreational quotas for 
red snapper, reduce the commercial 
minimum size limit for red snapper, 
reduce the recreational bag limit for 
Gulf red snapper, prohibit the retention 
of red snapper under the bag limit for 
captain and crew of a vessel operating 
as a charter vessel or headboat, and 
establish a target level of reduction of 
shrimp trawl bycatch mortality of red 
snapper. The intended effect of this 
temporary rule is to reinstate the text of 
the interim measures in the Code of 
Federal Regulations that was 
inadvertently removed. 
DATES: This rule is effective November 
27, 2007 through March 28, 2008. 
ADDRESSES: Copies of the final 
environmental impact statement (FEIS) 
and Record of Decision (ROD) prepared 
for the April 2, 2007, temporary final 
rule (72 FR 15617) are available from 
Peter Hood, Southeast Regional Office, 
NMFS, 263 13th Avenue South, St. 
Petersburg, FL 33701. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The red 
snapper fishery of the Gulf of Mexico is 

managed under the Fishery 
Management Plan (FMP) for the Reef 
Fish Fishery of the Gulf of Mexico, and 
the shrimp fishery is managed under the 
FMP for the Shrimp Fishery of the Gulf 
of Mexico. The FMPs were prepared by 
the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management 
Council (Council) and are implemented 
under the authority of the Magnuson- 
Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act (Magnuson-Stevens 
Act) by regulations at 50 CFR part 622. 

NMFS issued a temporary rule (72 FR 
15617, April 2, 2007) under section 
305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act, to 
implement interim measures to reduce 
fishing mortality on red snapper by 
reducing harvest and bycatch levels. 
Specifically, that rule: (1) reduced red 
snapper total allowable catch (TAC) 
from 9.12 million lb (4.14 million kg) to 
6.5 million lb (2.9 million kg), whole 
weight, resulting in a commercial quota 
of 3.315 million lb (1.504 million kg) 
and a recreational quota of 3.185 million 
lb (1.445 million kg); (2) reduced the 
commercial minimum size limit for red 
snapper from 15 inches (38 cm) to 13 
inches (33 cm) total length (TL); (3) 
reduced the daily recreational bag limit 
from four fish to two fish per person and 
prohibits the captain and crew of for- 
hire vessels (charter vessels and 
headboats) from retaining the 
recreational bag limit; and (4) 
established a goal to reduce red snapper 
bycatch mortality in the shrimp fishery 
to 50 percent of the bycatch mortality 
that occurred during 2001–2003. These 
measures remain necessary to address 
overfishing of the red snapper resource. 

Under section 305(c)(3)(B) of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Act, NMFS may 
extend the effectiveness of interim 
measures for one additional period of 
not more than 186 days, provided the 
public has had an opportunity to 
comment on the interim measures and 
the Council is actively preparing 
proposed regulations to address the 
overfishing on a permanent basis. NMFS 
solicited public comments on the 
interim measures in a temporary 
proposed rule (71 FR 75220, December 
14, 2006) and received numerous 
comments. These comments were 
summarized and NMFS’s responses 
were provided in the temporary final 
rule (72 FR 15617, April 2, 2007). The 
Council prepared joint Amendment 27/ 
14 to the Reef Fish and Shrimp FMPs in 
the Gulf of Mexico (Amendment 27/14) 
to address overfishing of red snapper. 
NMFS partially approved Amendment 
27/14 on October 19, 2007. The 
approved portions of the amendment 
include additional measures to end 
overfishing and to rebuild the red 
snapper stock. 

VerDate Aug<31>2005 18:41 Nov 26, 2007 Jkt 214001 PO 00000 Frm 00040 Fmt 4700 Sfmt 4700 E:\FR\FM\27NOR1.SGM 27NOR1pw
al

ke
r 

on
 P

R
O

D
1P

C
71

 w
ith

 R
U

LE
S


