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National Bycatch Strategy

Announced in FR notice on 03/11/03 that responded to 
an Oceana petition for rulemaking

National approach to bycatch reporting
—Evaluating Bycatch report published 2004
—National Bycatch Report to be released in 2010

Regional implementation plans
—Plans developed in 2003, maybe updated in 2011; 

plan action items and progress updated annually
Education and outreach

—NMFS bycatch feature website
—Regional bycatch workshops in NE and SE, NSP 

Workshop in 2009
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Bycatch Reduction Engineering 
Program (BREP)

• The BREP was established by Section 316 of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act, as amended through January 12, 
2007.  

• Mission:  To develop technological solutions and 
investigate changes in fishing practices designed to 
minimize bycatch of fish (including sponges and deep 
sea and shallow, tropical corals) and protected 
species (including marine mammals, seabirds, and 
sea turtles) as well as minimize bycatch injury and 
mortality (including post-release injury and mortality).  
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Bycatch Program Funding 
Milestones

FY04—NOAA Reducing Bycatch budget line 
established

FY08—Development of FY11-15 Ecosystem Goal 
Team Strategic Portfolio Analysis requesting $36M 
over 5 years for reducing bycatch

FY09—$567K increase for BREP
FY10—$400K increase for BREP, for projects related to 

Annual Catch Limits restrictions due to bycatch
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Reducing Bycatch/BREP Funding 
History
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FY08 BREP Funding by Subject 
Matter
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FY09 BREP Funding by Subject 
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Criteria for BREP Funding 

• Results could be incorporated into management 
systems in a reasonable timeframe and achieve 
strong benefits for $$ spent.

• This is an important problem in the Region, conforms 
with the BREP mission, and relates to Council and/or 
TRT priorities.

• The proposal's goals are clear, its methods are 
appropriate and/or innovative, and it builds on 
previous research.

• The project appropriately involves the fishing industry 
and/or other key partners.
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