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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Fisheries Enforcement: Fines and Penalties

Overview

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Management regulations must be enforced, and this requires fines and penalties that both punish and serve as plausible deterrents. Without adequate enforcement and a system of penalties that effectively deters potential violators, all these regulatory arrangements will have little practical effect. In federally managed fisheries, enforcement responsibilities are discharged at-sea by the U.S. Coast Guard and shore-side by NOAA Fisheries law enforcement. Unfortunately, the current fines and penalties available under the Magnuson-Stevens Act are generally too low, and often amount to little more than an additional cost of doing business. The principal objective of these amendments is to increase the fines and penalties to levels that effectively punish violators and deter potential offenders.

Reauthorization Proposal
·  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The maximum civil and criminal penalties are increased to $200,000 and $400,000 respectively.

· The Secretary may issue administrative subpoenas to conduct investigations of alleged violations of the Magnuson-Stevens Act and other marine resource laws.

· Sanctions on permits issued to individuals would remain in effect after ownership of a permit is transferred.  

· Seizure and forfeiture of the catch is authorized in cases where a citation is issued.

Outlook
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1These amendments would have the collective effect of strengthening the enforcement of fishery regulations. Under these proposals, the Secretary can more effectively punish violators, deter potential offenders, and conduct investigations of violations. The proposal would eliminate a loophole in current law that enables the permit sanctions issued to individuals to be extinguished by transferring the permit to another person. In addition, allowing forfeiture of catches in actions where written warnings are issued will act as a significant deterrent to violations.
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