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Achievements in Marine Stewardship Since Passage


of the Sustainable Fisheries Act of 1996





� SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1�The passage of the Sustainable Fisheries Act in 1996, reauthorizing the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation Management Act, marked a significant change in the agency’s legislative mandate to manage living marine resources. It provided NOAA Fisheries with strengthened management authority to address human impacts on the marine environment. The new authority resulted from a greater recognition of the need to prioritize essential fish habitat, bycatch reduction, fishing communities and fishing vessel safety. The Act also brought substantial changes in the management of marine fisheries in the U.S., with more stringent requirements to rebuild overfished fisheries and prevent overfishing.





This fact sheet provides a summary of NOAA Fisheries’ accomplishments resulting from the Sustainable Fisheries Act from 1996 to present. 





■ � SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1�Preventing Overfishing And Rebuilding Overfished Stocks


� SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1�NOAA Fisheries has approved rebuilding programs for the almost all the overfished stocks. The challenge will be to develop effective plans for the remaining overfished stocks, to stay on course with rebuilding plans that are working, and to refine those plans that need amending to better achieve the purposes of the Sustainable Fisheries Act. � SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1�Although some stocks remain overfished, the general biological trend for the status of the nation’s stocks continues to be positive. Over the period of 1997 to 2002, overfishing has been corrected a total of 26 times, and stocks have been rebuilt above their biomass thresholds a total of 20 times. The success stories include many valuable commercial or recreational species such as Atlantic (Acadian) redfish, Georges Bank winter flounder, Atlantic swordfish, sandbar shark, blacktip shark, Pacific sardine, Pacific (chub) mackerel, Snohomish River summer/fall chinook salmon, Strait of Juan de Fuca coho salmon, and Pacific coast chum salmon.


 


These and other fishery rebuilding successes are highlighted in a new publication produced by NOAA Fisheries, � SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1�Implementing the Sustainable Fisheries Act: Achievements From 1996 to the Present, which is available on our Web site (see address below).
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■ Identifying and Protecting Essential Fish Habitat (EFH)


� SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1�Implementation of the EFH provisions has been challenging. The task of assembling and analyzing data for the numerous habitats utilized by approximately 1,000 fish species throughout federal and state waters proved to be very difficult, given the lack of spatially explicit information about species and their habitat associations in some areas. Decisions about designating EFH and implementing measures to protect EFH from the impacts of fishing were based on the best scientific information available, which proved to be limited for several stocks. NOAA Fisheries has been legally challenged on some of the supporting documents prepared for the EFH Fishery Management Plans and other aspects of the EFH program.  As a result of one lawsuit, NOAA Fisheries is in the process of re-analyzing the EFH provisions of several plans.





Despite these challenges, EFH has not only helped focus attention on the importance of habitat considerations to sustaining fish populations, but it also has been used as a tool to develop ecosystem- based management measures to conserve valuable fish species and their habitats. Our Achievements publication highlights how EFH information has been used in different regions to conserve habitat and fisheries. Please visit our Web site and read more about the exciting advancements we’ve made toward identifying and protecting essential fish habitats.


■ Minimizing Bycatch


� SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1�During the past 26 years, NOAA Fisheries has taken a variety of actions to address the issue of bycatch. Bycatch is fish and other marine species that are caught unintentionally and often thrown away. The SFA focused additional attention on bycatch and � SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1�recognized that bycatch is a global problem. � SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1�Following the enactment of the SFA, NOAA Fisheries established a national team that produced the 1998 report, Managing the Nation’s Bycatch. This comprehensive report identified a number of high-priority needs in the area of gear technology and selectivity and fish behavior research.





NOAA Fisheries has followed up on these recommendations through activities in its regional offices and science centers. Managing the Nation’s Bycatch expanded the management concept of bycatch to include marine mammals and seabirds due to the similarities the bycatch of fish and sea turtles, and the incidental take of marine mammals and birds during fishing operations. � SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1�The eight regional fishery management councils and NOAA Fisheries have worked diligently to ensure that bycatch requirements are reflected in management measures throughout the two million square miles of federally managed waters. Regional examples of progress in reducing bycatch are highlighted in the NOAA Fisheries Achievements publication, available on our Web site.


■ Monitoring Fisheries and Strengthening Research


� SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1�A major initiative of the SFA was the establishment of provisions dedicated to fishery monitoring and research. This includes vessel registration and information management, fishery observers, fisheries strategic research plan and fisheries systems research. In addition to these requirements, NOAA Fisheries has made significant strides in modernizing the stock assessment process. � SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1�NOAA Fisheries is evaluating a long-term Science Modernization Initiative to create a holistic and integrated science infrastructure. This initiative will further implement various internal and external reviews including the NOAA Fisheries Strategic Plan for Fisheries Research, the Report to Congress on Ecosystem-Based Fishery Management, and the Consolidated Report on the Peer Review of Red Snapper Research and Management in the Gulf of Mexico. 
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approached the task by assigning highest priority to the Act’s implementation and, as a result, largely succeeded in meeting the mandated timelines in the Act.  At the same time, NOAA Fisheries launched an extensive public outreach campaign to educate the Councils and the public about the new provisions in the Act.  NOAA Fisheries published A Guide to the Sustainable Fisheries Act, created a website, published a quarterly update that tracked implementation and a bi-monthly newsletter, and conducted numerous constituent briefings in Washington, DC, and throughout the nation.Capacity Reduction, and Transfer of Fishery Management Authority in the American Lobster Fishery.
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The Marine Fisheries Stock Assessment Improvement Plan will enable NOAA Fisheries to modernize assessments in the short-term, while building the technical basis for next-generation management by ecosystem.  Expansion of the national observer program, along with the continuing pursuit of partnerships with the states, interstate commissions, fishermen and others to collect and analyze critical data – as exemplified by the state-federal coordination of the Fisheries Information System – represent other key highlights of this initiative. External partnerships with recreational and commercial industries, academic researchers, and environmental organizations will continue to be an important tool for expanding research activities and communicating the results of scientific research.   





■ Process and Progress


� SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1�In addition to the major substantive requirements of the SFA, the Act also instituted numerous changes in the process and administration of fisheries management by NOAA Fisheries and the Councils. 





Implementation of the many new provisions in the SFA was an immense task for NOAA Fisheries, often within the constraints of very short, mandated deadlines, and without the benefit of additional staff. NOAA Fisheries approached the task by assigning highest priority to the Act’s implementation and, as a result, largely succeeded in meeting the mandated timelines in the Act. At the same time, NOAA Fisheries launched an extensive public outreach campaign to educate the Councils and the public about the new provisions in the Act. NOAA Fisheries published A Guide to the Sustainable Fisheries Act, created a Web site, published a quarterly update that tracked implementation and a bi-monthly newsletter, and conducted numerous constituent briefings in Washington, DC, and throughout the nation. These and other process changes in fisheries management are highlighted in our Achievements report, available online.





■ Related Themes


NOAA Fisheries’ new report, Implementing the Sustainable Fisheries Act: Achievements From 1996 to the Present, which is available on our Web site, offers detailed information about other areas of progress since passage of the Sustainable Fisheries Act. These include: � SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1�gear evaluation and notification of entry requirement, individual transferable quotas/individual fishing quotas, regional specific items, Pacific insular areas, fishing communities, safety of life at sea, finance reform, fishing buyback and capacity reduction, and transfer of fishery management authority in the American lobster fishery. Please visit us at � HYPERLINK "http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov" ��www.nmfs.noaa.gov� and to read about this and other progress.


Conclusion


� SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1�The SFA greatly improved the mechanisms available for managing the conservation of fisheries resources and established a standardized process for rebuilding overfished stocks. As a result, many stocks around the country have been rebuilt or are in the process of rebuilding. The SFA established a foundation for ensuring that the nation realizes the greatest benefits from its living marine resources. 
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