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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Funding of Observer Programs

Overview

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Under observer programs, individuals placed on board fishing vessels personally monitor harvesting operations. Observers can monitor harvests, by-catch (harvests of fish other than the targeted species), and inter-actions with protected resources (such as marine mammals, sea turtles, sea birds). NOAA Fisheries and the Councils will rely increasingly on observer programs to collect scientific data for ensuring sustainable fisheries. Expanded and more effective observer coverage is being urged by practically all the reports that various government and private entities have recently issued on ways to improve management.

The Magnuson-Stevens Act has addressed this issue of funding in some detail only with respect to the fisheries of the North Pacific. The Magnuson-Stevens Act also mandated  (1) the preparation of regulations including for fishing vessels that carry observers and (2) a federal training program for observers.

A key issue is how to pay for observers, and one approach, when possible, is to fund this program with fees paid by the industry. The basic intent of this proposed amendment is to have nationally applicable principles governing the administration and funding of fishery observer programs.
Reauthorization Proposal
·  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Administration’s proposal eliminates provisions of section 313 of the Magnuson-Stevens Act that authorizes solely for the fisheries of the North Pacific an observer program supported by industry paid fees. In place of section 313, the Administration’s bill proposes a nationwide program. 
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· Under the new proposal, each Council and the Secretary will have broad discretion in developing a funding mechanism. These mechanisms will include fees paid by industry, and all such monies shall be deposited in a Fishery Observer Fund.

· The Administration proposal would also phase out direct contractual arrangements between the owner/operator of a fishing vessel and a private observer.

Outlook
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1NOAA Fisheries expects that mandatory on-board observer programs will be implemented in more federally managed fisheries in the years to come. On-board observers are an important means of monitoring by-catch, inspecting the use of gear, determining the extent of fishing interactions with protected species, and ensuring compliance with quotas and size limits,. The Administration’s proposed amendment will provide a mechanism for funding the costs associated with observer programs.
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