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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Definitions of ‘Overfishing’ and ‘Overfished’

Overview

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Some federally managed fisheries are subject to “overfishing” (an excessively high level of fishing mortality), while others are “overfished” (an excessively low resource level).  In some cases, both “overfishing” and “overfished” apply, and in others, it may be one or the other.  The 1996 SFA amendments to the Magnuson-Stevens Act gave the same definition for both.  With separate definitions for these terms, NOAA Fisheries and the Councils will be in a better position to identify target levels for each factor and to establish appropriate management measures for the stocks.

Reauthorization Proposal
·  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Retain the current provision in the Magnuson-Stevens Act as the definition of  “overfishing” which is “a rate or level of fishing mortality that jeopardizes the capacity of a fishery to produce maximum sustainable yield on a continuing basis.”

· Add a new definition of “overfished” to be “a stock or fishery whose size is below the range that is likely to occur for a stock or fishery that has not been subjected to overfishing.”
Outlook
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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1With separate statutory definitions of “overfishing” and “overfished,” NOAA Fisheries and the Councils will be a in a better position to identify thresholds for action and management programs that are appropriate to stocks that are subject to overfishing and/or are overfished.   Appropriate and effective rebuilding programs in the cases of overfished stocks are a major mandate of the 1996 SFA amendment to the Magnuson-Stevens Act. 
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