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Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act

Reauthorization for 2003, Continued

Q:  
What Role Does NOAA Fisheries Take in Reauthorization of the Magnuson-Stevens Act?


A:
Scientists, managers and policy staff working at NOAA Fisheries have first-hand knowledge
about fisheries management reform needs as we strive to adapt the nation’s fisheries policy to the dynamic and ever-shifting environment in which we operate. Therefore, as Congress considers reauthorization of the Magnuson-Stevens Act, the agency provides recommendations for modifications to the Act that would allow us to continue strengthening our conservation and management programs and building on our successes.

Q:  What Recommendations is NOAA Fisheries Making for the 2003 


Reauthorization of the Magnuson-Stevens Act?

A:
The 1996 reauthorization of the Magnuson-Stevens Act provided NOAA Fisheries with 

the tools we needed to meet the challenges of the new millennium as world-class leaders in fishery stewardship. Six years ago, Congress overhauled our nation’s fisheries management policies, which has led to unprecedented advancements in rebuilding fish populations and protecting ocean ecosystems. Since 1996, we have been placing a stronger emphasis on bycatch and on halting overfishing and rebuilding fish stocks to sustainable levels, as well as protecting marine habitats of ocean species. We already have seen many fish stocks rebound as a direct result of the 1996 changes to the Magnuson-Stevens Act. However, the true magnitude of our achievements since 1996 has yet to be realized, as fish stocks continue to recover and our recreational and commercial fishing industries flourish, contributing over $55 billion dollars each year to the U.S. economy.

Those sweeping changes to the Act have been in place for a relatively short period of time. NOAA Fisheries’ recommendations for this reauthorization would refine and build upon current successes and expand the vision Congress advanced in 1996. Please see our accompanying fact sheets for highlights of these recommendations.
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Overview


The National Marine Fisheries Service (NOAA Fisheries) has made recommendations to


Congress for changes to the Magnuson-Stevens Act during this year’s reauthorization. The


accompanying fact sheets outline these recommendations and explain how they would


strengthen conservation and management of America’s living marine resources. The information


below is intended to help our constituents understand what the Magnuson-Stevens Act is and


why our recommendations would benefit the nation’s marine ecosystems and sustain our


recreational and commercial fishing industries.


Q:  What is the Magnuson-Stevens Act?


A:  	The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act directs how our


	nation manages its fishery resources. Originally enacted by Congress in 1976,


 	the Magnuson-Stevens Act created eight regional fishery management councils to


	advise NOAA Fisheries on management issues. Through a highly democratic and public


	process, this dynamic council system has utilized the skills, expertise and insights of


	citizens in coastal communities around America for the past 27 years to determine


	how best to balance conservation and human use and enjoyment of the oceans. As a


	result of the Magnuson-Stevens Act and the council system of fisheries management,


	the United States has become a world leader in marine science and conservation, and


	Americans enjoy some of the world’s best seafood and sportfishing opportunities.


Q:  What is Reauthorization?


A:	Congress revisits the authorization and provisions of the Magnuson-Stevens Act periodically to determine whether the authority and mandates of the Act need modification to keep pace with the changing needs of the environment, the evolution of fishing practices, and the growing scientific body of knowledge about the oceans. The last reauthorization, known as the Sustainable Fisheries Act, occurred in 1996. This reauthorization resulted in sweeping changes in the way we look at and manage our nation’s fisheries, and the benefits of these changes are just beginning to be realized.
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