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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Fishery Management Process Improvements

Overview

The eight Regional Fishery Management Councils and the Secretary of Commerce play key and complementary roles in the U.S. system of managing our fish resources. Most significantly, the Councils represent the regional constituencies, including commercial and recreational users and non-user groups, and develop fishery management plans. The Secretary of Commerce then approves these plans.

The Administration’s Magnuson-Stevens Act proposals include several amendments that would improve some of these operations. Essentially, these proposals are intended to address specific problems in the 1996 Sustainable Fisheries Act (SFA) amendments to the Magnuson-Stevens Act. The Administration remains strongly supportive of the Council system, and does not propose any fundamental changes in their composition, authorities, or activities.     

Reauthorization Proposal
· Ensure concurrent public comment, review and approval of fishery management plans (FMPs) and amendments, and their implementing regulations.

· This amendment will provide for more timely review of FMPs and their implementing regulations, and will ensure that decision makers have comments on both the management program and the regulations when making approval decisions.

· The requirement for Notice of Council Meetings would provide the Councils with the flexibility to give such notice by any means that will result in wide publicity.

· The Magnuson-Stevens Act currently requires that Councils to provide notice of public meetings published in local newspapers. However, with today’s communications technology, such a requirement may be excessively costly and unnecessary. This change will facilitate more cost-effective notifications.
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Outlook                   
The proposed changes in management operations in the Administration’s Magnuson-Stevens Act reauthorization package make adjustments in two areas: public comment, review and approval of management proposals and providing notices of public meetings. The Administration offers these amendments to facilitate the fisheries management process. We believe that the Council-driven system of fishery management has by and large succeeded in engaging regional user groups and other constituencies in the regulatory process. Through these carefully crafted changes in the Magnuson-Stevens Act, the Administration’s longer-range objective is to make the Council system work better in approving regulations and involving the public in the regulatory process.  
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