46110 Fessenden Terrace #301
Sterling VA 20165
Tuly 8, 2004

RECEIVED

Mr. Rolland A, Schmitten

Director, Office of Habitat Conservation JUL 1 2 2004
NOAA National Marine Fisheries Scrvice

FHC Office of
1315 East-West Highway Habitat Canservation
Silver Spring MD 20910

Subject: DSC Petition: Please adapt the proposed rute protecting deep sea corals and
sponges

Dear Mr. Schmitten:

I am writing to urge you to adopt the rule that is requested for protecting deep sea
corals as set out in 69 Fed. Reg. 32991 (June 14, 2004). Coral and sponge habltats
are too vulnerable and valuable -- for ocean heaith and potentlally for human
pharmacuticals -- to allow bottom trawling fishing vessels to destroy them.

In addition, those who by their actions wou'd destroy natural life and/or the habitat
of that life should be required to explain why It is beneficial to human life and to our
Intedinked planetary ecosystem to do so. To require endangered specles to defeng
their right to existence against the priority of the commerdial interests of a few is
unreasonabie.

The proposed rule would provide the most reasonable protection from damage to
living sponges and corals while having the least harmful impact on the ecenomic
wellheing of existing fishertes and fishing communities.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Sincerafy,

Elizabeth Davis



