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The SettingThe Setting

• The nation’s energy needs demand a 
diverse portfolio 

• Ocean renewables could be a viable 
component

• Collaboration offers rare opportunity
• NOAA is positioning                       

itself to help

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.evworld.com/images/danish_windfarm.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.evworld.com/view.cfm%3Fsection%3Darticle%26storyid%3D996&h=280&w=360&sz=37&hl=en&start=38&um=1&tbnid=wM68E0etSBhyaM:&tbnh=94&tbnw=121&prev=/images%3Fq%3Doffshore%2Bwind%2Bfarms%26start%3D20%26ndsp%3D20%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26rlz%3D1T4ADBR_enUS257US257%26sa%3DN


Established agency-wide teams 
Reaching out to others
Increased focus on ocean/riverine energy sectors
Evaluating roles and trends

• Existing knowledge
• Critical gaps 
• New environments/challenges

Factoring implications of changing climate

NOAANOAA’’s General Approachs General Approach



NOAA AssetsNOAA Assets
Historical expertise on the           
“resource”
Vital knowledge of                                  
living resources and                            
habitat
Experience in                                          
regulating marine                                
activities

http://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov/station_retrieve.shtml?type=Tide%20Data&sort=A.STATION_ID&state=&id1=
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.sri.com/news/imagebank/images/USF-SRI-Buoy-CRob-Harris-2253.JPG&imgrefurl=http://www.sri.com/news/imagebank/EPAMGenerator.html&h=2400&w=3600&sz=4447&hl=en&start=34&tbnid=vXVhu6dRCRxzgM:&tbnh=100&tbnw=150&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dwave%2Bbuoy%26start%3D20%26gbv%3D2%26ndsp%3D20%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/stories2007/images/fisheries-of-the-usa-2005-cover2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/stories2007/s2791.htm&h=320&w=248&sz=39&hl=en&start=2&tbnid=tocjQ6xOUKxoJM:&tbnh=118&tbnw=91&prev=/images%3Fq%3DFisheries%2Bof%2Bthe%2BUS%26gbv%3D2%26ndsp%3D20%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.super-science-fair-projects.com/image-files/ourlivingocean.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.super-science-fair-projects.com/science-fair-software.html&h=240&w=240&sz=13&hl=en&start=7&tbnid=mIgDnF3hxOUDEM:&tbnh=110&tbnw=110&prev=/images%3Fq%3DOur%2BLiving%2BOcean%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/pdfs/recovery/turtle_loggerhead_pacific.pdf
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/rss/podcasts/weirdfins/
http://seagrant.gso.uri.edu/bookstore/index.html


Challenges from Monitoring Pilot Challenges from Monitoring Pilot 
and Commercial Facilitiesand Commercial Facilities

Much experience from robust ocean 
sampling programs
Regulatory programs provide insights and 
challenges
Speculation dilutes contributions



Suggestions Suggestions 

Collaborate – analyze available data, 
establish priorities, address needs
Direction – develop policy, guidance, 
business plans, etc. to decrease 
unknowns and improve efficiency 
Adapt – develop plans for likely outcomes
Pace – realistic expectations for sector 
and individual projects



Further information:  
thomas.bigford@noaa.gov

Phone: 301/713-4300 x131
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