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Introduction

The consultation requirements of §305(b) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act (MSA;16 U.S.C. 1855(b)) provide that:

. Federal agencies must consult with the Secretary on all actions, or proposed
actions, authorized, funded, or undertaken by the agency, that may adversely
affect essential fish habitat (EFH);

. the Secretary shall provide recommendations (which may include measures to
avoid, minimize, mitigate, or otherwise offset adverse effects on EFH) to conserve
EFH to Federal or state agencies for activities that would adversely affect EFH.

. the Federal action agency must provide a detailed response in writing to the
National Marine Fisheries Service (NOAA Fisheries) and to any Council
commenting under §305(b)(3) of the MSA within 30 days after receiving an EFH
Conservation Recommendation

The Department of Commerce’s guidelines for implementing the EFH coordination and
consultation provisions of the MSA are at 50 CFR 600.905 - 930. These guidelines provide
definitions and procedures for satisfying the EFH consultation requirements, that include the use
of existing environmental review processes, General Concurrences, programmatic consultations
or individual EFH consultations (i.e., abbreviated, expanded) when an existing process is not
available. The EFH guidelines also address coordination with the Fishery Management Councils
(Councils), NOAA Fisheries EFH Conservation Recommendations to Federal and state agencies,
and Council comments and recommendations to Federal and state agencies.

This document was developed to provide additional guidance on the procedures that have been
developed to assist NOAA Fisheries and other Federal agencies in addressing the EFH
coordination and consultation requirements established by MSA and the EFH consultation
guidelines. This document also establishes a consistent, efficient approach to conducting
consultations. Specifically, this guidance is meant to facilitate the use of existing environmental
review procedures as the primary mechanism for EFH consultations, streamline the consultative
requirements for activities minimally affecting EFH, and establish a consistent, efficient
approach to conducting programmatic and individual consultations.

This guidance does not set absolute criteria for EFH consultation, but does suggest how the EFH
consultation requirements should be met by NOAA Fisheries and Federal action agencies.
Regional situations will inevitably result in regional differences in how EFH consultations are
conducted. However, the fundamental concept of minimizing duplication while fully complying
with the requirements of the MSA, embodied in this guidance, should be applied to all EFH
consultations.
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Examples of typical EFH documents are included in Appendix B. These examples should be
adapted to meet specific circumstances, and do not represent all possible permutations of the
EFH consultation process. NOAA Fisheries staff who develop EFH documents, such as
findings, General Concurrences, and programmatic EFH Conservation Recommendations, should
coordinate with the appropriate General Counsels, other regions, and the Office of Habitat
Conservation to encourage consistency, where appropriate, and to allow staff to learn from each
other as this new program is implemented. National EFH findings and guidance documents are
provided in Appendices C-E. The procedures in these documents should be utilized, when
applicable, to streamline EFH consultations completed in the regions.

This guidance will be updated as needed to provide clarification, revisions, or additional
information and examples. Revised or new material will be sent to every NOAA Fisheries staff
person who receives a copy of this guidance from the Office of Habitat Conservation in Silver
Spring, Maryland. Anyone providing copies of this guidance to other interested parties should
ensure that guidance updates are provided to them also.

This guidance was developed by National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
staff: Jon Kurland and Jeanne Hanson, Habitat Conservation Division in the Alaska Regional
Office; Susan-Marie Stedman, Office of Habitat Conservation (HC) in Silver Spring, Maryland;
Jane Hannuksela, General Counsel, Seattle, Washington; revisions were made by David
MacDuffee, HC; with input from other NOAA staff throughout the agency. Comments,
questions, or suggestions should be addressed to David MacDuffee at (301) 713-4300 or
David.MacDuffee(@noaa.gov.
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Definitions'

Adverse effect - any impact which reduces the quality and/or quantity of essential fish
habitat. Adverse effects may include direct or indirect physical, chemical, or biological
alterations of the waters or substrate and loss of, or injury to, benthic organisms, prey species and
their habitat, and other ecosystem components, if such modifications reduce the quality and/or
quantity of essential fish habitat (EFH). Adverse effects to EFH may result from actions
occurring within EFH or outside of EFH and may include site-specific or habitat-wide impacts,
including individual, cumulative, or synergistic consequences of actions. (50 CFR 600.810)

Essential fish habitat (EFH) - those waters and substrate necessary to fish for spawning,
breeding, feeding, or growth to maturity (MSA § 3(10)). For the purpose of interpreting the
definition of essential fish habitat: "Waters" include aquatic areas and their associated physical,
chemical, and biological properties that are used by fish and may include aquatic areas
historically used by fish where appropriate; "substrate" includes sediment, hard bottom,
structures underlying the waters, and associated biological communities; "necessary" means the
habitat required to support a sustainable fishery and the managed species' contribution to a
healthy ecosystem; and "spawning, breeding, feeding, or growth to maturity" covers a species'
full life cycle. EFH is described by the Councils in amendments to Fishery Management Plans,
and is approved by the Secretary of Commerce acting through NOAA Fisheries. (50 CFR
600.10)

EFH Assessment - an analysis of the effects of a proposed action on EFH. The level of
detail in an EFH Assessment should be commensurate with the complexity and magnitude of the
potential adverse effects of the action. Mandatory contents are: a description of the proposed
action; an analysis of the potential adverse effects of that action on EFH and the managed
species; the Federal action agency’s conclusions regarding the effects of the action on EFH; and
proposed mitigation, if applicable. If appropriate, the assessment should also include: the results
of on-site inspections; the views of recognized experts on affected habitat or fish species; a
review of pertinent literature; an alternatives analysis; and any other relevant information. (50
CFR 600.920 (e)). For additional details, see “Preparing Essential Fish Habitat Assessments: A
Guide for Federal Action Agencies” (available at:
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/habitat/habitatprotection/essentialfishhabitat.htm).

EFH Conservation Recommendation - a recommendation provided by NOAA Fisheries
to a Federal or state agency pursuant to section 305(b)(4)(A) of the MSA regarding measures that
can be taken by that agency to conserve EFH. EFH Conservation Recommendations may be
provided as part of an EFH consultation with a Federal agency, or may be provided
independently by NOAA Fisheries to any Federal or state agency whose actions would adversely
affect EFH.

'Unless noted, these definitions are not quotes from statute or regulation.
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EFH consultation - the process of satisfying the Federal agency consultation and
response requirements of section 305(b)(2) and 305(b)(4)(B) of the MSA, and the EFH
Conservation Recommendation requirement of section 305(b)(4)(A) of that Act. When
completed, an EFH consultation generally consists of: 1) notification to NOAA Fisheries of a
Federal action that may adversely affect EFH, 2) an EFH assessment provided to NOAA
Fisheries, 3) EFH Conservation Recommendations provided by NOAA Fisheries to the Federal
action agency, and 4) the Federal agency’s response to NOAA Fisheries’ EFH Conservation
Recommendations.

Federal action - any action authorized, funded, or undertaken, or proposed to be
authorized, funded, or undertaken by a Federal agency. (50 CFR 600.910; MSA § 305(b)(2))

Finding - a determination by NOAA Fisheries that an existing or modified
consultation/coordination process satisfies the Federal agency consultation requirements of
section 305 of the MSA.



1. Affect Determinations and Consultation

The MSA requires Federal agencies to consult with NOAA Fisheries on actions that may
adversely affect EFH. Generally, EFH consultation consists of a Federal agency notifying
NOAA Fisheries regarding an action that may adversely affect EFH (50 CFR 600.920(a)(3)) and
providing NOAA Fisheries with an EFH Assessment (50 CFR 600.920(¢e)), NOAA Fisheries
providing EFH Conservation Recommendations to avoid and/or minimize adverse effects to EFH
(MSA § 305(b)(4)(A)), and the Federal agency responding to NOAA Fisheries’ EFH
Conservation Recommendations (50 CFR 600.920(k)(1)). Federal agencies may use one of the
five following approaches to fulfill the EFH consultation requirements:

+ use of existing environmental review procedures
» general concurrence

+ abbreviated consultation

» expanded consultation

* programmatic consultation

These approaches are discussed in detail in subsequent chapters of this guidance document.

Federal Action Agency Affect Determinations

The trigger for EFH consultation is a Federal action agency’s determination that an action or
proposed action, funded, authorized or undertaken by that agency may adversely affect EFH. If a
Federal agency makes such a determination, then EFH consultation is required.

If a Federal action agency determines that an action does not meet the may adversely affect EFH
test (i.e., the action will not adversely affect EFH), no consultation is required. If an agency does
submit a “no effect on EFH” letter, NOAA Fisheries is under no obligation to concur. If an
action agency asks for concurrence, NOAA Fisheries may inform the Federal action agency that
the MSA and EFH guidelines do not require NOAA Fisheries to concur on “no effect on EFH”
determinations (an example of this language is provided in Appendix B). NOAA Fisheries may
also provide concurrence, if appropriate.

If, as a result of the agency’s request for concurrence or through other means, NOAA Fisheries

becomes aware of potential adverse effects on EFH, NOAA Fisheries should so inform the
Federal action agency and take action as described in the following section.

NOAA Fisheries Affect Determinations

If NOAA Fisheries receives information regarding a Federal action that may adversely affect
EFH, and the action agency has not initiated EFH consultation, NOAA Fisheries may inform the
action agency of the MSA requirement to consult on actions that may adversely affect EFH. If
the action agency has determined that their action will not adversely affect EFH, and NOAA
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Fisheries disagrees, NOAA Fisheries may ask the Federal agency to initiate EFH consultation.
However, the Federal agency is not required to agree to NOAA Fisheries’ request. [f NOAA
Fisheries believes that a Federal agency action would adversely affect EFH, NOAA Fisheries is
required by the MSA to provide EFH Conservation Recommendations regardless of whether the
Federal agency has initiated EFH consultation. The Federal action agency is required to respond
to these recommendations in writing regardless of whether the action agency initiated
consultation.

In the context of determining whether an action “may adversely affect” EFH, it is appropriate to
consider avoidance and minimization measures that are incorporated into the proposed action.
Measures such as careful alternatives analysis, design stipulations, and “best management
practices” can lessen or eliminate potential adverse effects to EFH, and thus can narrow the scope
of necessary EFH Conservation Recommendations. Nevertheless, it is difficult to conceive of
situations involving active construction in EFH without crossing the “may adversely affect”
threshold that requires Federal agencies to consult. In contrast to avoidance and minimization,
proposals for compensatory mitigation should not be used to counterbalance or buy down
potential adverse effects to EFH below the “may adversely affect” threshold. EFH consultations
need to evaluate potential adverse effects of actions separately from any proposed compensatory
mitigation, even though the net effect of a particular project could be considered neutral or even
positive for EFH if sufficient compensatory mitigation is attached to the action.

Consultation is required for emergency Federal actions that may adversely affect EFH, such as
hazardous material clean-up, response to natural disasters, or actions to protect public safety.
Federal agencies should contact NOAA Fisheries early in emergency response planning, but may
consult after-the-fact if consultation on an expedited basis is not practicable before taking the
actions.

Consultation Initiation and EFH Assessment

An EFH consultation is generally initiated when notification and an EFH Assessment are
provided to NOAA Fisheries for a Federal action that may adversely affect EFH, although
agencies may (and should be encouraged to) discuss EFH concerns in pre-application planning
and other early phases of project development.

Completion of Consultation

An EFH consultation generally is concluded when a Federal agency provides a response to
NOAA Fisheries” EFH Conservation Recommendations. However, in the case of programmatic
consultations and General Concurrences, additional consultation for specific types of activities
may be required after an agency responds to the EFH Conservation Recommendations.

Furthermore, the EFH guidelines allow the NOAA Fisheries Assistant Administrator to request
further review of Federal action agency decisions that are contrary to NOAA Fisheries’
recommendations (50 CFR 600.920(k)(2)). The Federal agency response must be provided

1.2



within 30 days after receiving an EFH Conservation Recommendation and at least 10 days before
final action on the project if the response is inconsistent with any of the conservation
recommendations (50 CFR 600.920(k)(1)).

Finally, supplemental consultation is required for renewals, reviews, or substantial revisions of
actions if through the renewal, review, or revision adverse effects on EFH resulting from the
action are changed, or if new information becomes available that affects the basis for NOAA
Fisheries’ EFH Conservation Recommendations (50 CFR 600.920(1)).
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2. Use of Existing Procedures for EFH Consultation

Background

EFH consultations should be consolidated with existing environmental review procedures to the
greatest extent possible. In order to use an existing procedure the following criteria must be met:
NOAA Fisheries must make a finding that the existing process will satisfy the MSA
requirements, the process must provide NOAA Fisheries with timely notification (sufficient to
develop EFH Conservation Recommendations), and the Federal agency must provide NOAA
Fisheries with an assessment of the impacts on EFH (50 CFR 600.920(f)(1)).

Many existing environmental review procedures include some or all of the EFH consultation
elements, but most require some modifications or additions to fully comply with MSA and the
EFH guidelines. The following are descriptions of the four most common environmental review
procedures used for coordination between NOAA Fisheries and other Federal agencies on
activities in aquatic habitat, and how those procedures can be used for EFH consultation.

In many cases, a Federal activity requiring consultation will be subject to more than one existing
consultation process (e.g., Endangered Species Act (ESA) section 7 consultation as well as the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)). In this instance, NOAA Fisheries and the Federal
action agency may decide which existing process provides the most efficient and effective
coordination with the Federal agency, and thus, should be used to complete EFH consultation.

Developing a Finding

NOAA Fisheries must issue a finding before an existing environmental review process may serve
as the means for EFH consultation. Either NOAA Fisheries or a Federal agency may initiate
discussions on using an existing procedure to accomplish EFH consultation. After discussions
regarding the Federal agency’s existing process and the EFH consultation requirements, NOAA
Fisheries and the Federal agency should agree on how to fulfill the requirements of EFH
consultation using the existing process. At this point, the Federal agency could write a letter
requesting that NOAA Fisheries make a finding that the existing process can be used to meet the
EFH consultation requirements. NOAA Fisheries would respond with a letter that details how
the existing process will be used for EFH consultation. Alternatively, NOAA Fisheries could
send the Federal action agency a letter detailing how the two agencies have agreed to use an
existing procedure for EFH consultation, and the Federal agency responds in writing, confirming
that agreement. A finding should include four essential elements:

1) How the action agency will notify NOAA Fisheries of projects with the potential to
adversely affect EFH;

2) How the EFH Assessment will be provided;

3) How NOAA Fisheries will provide EFH Conservation Recommendations; and

4) How the action agency will respond to those comments.
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If NOAA Fisheries and the Federal agency can agree, the finding could also include a process for
further review of projects when a Federal action agency disagrees with NOAA Fisheries’ EFH
Conservation Recommendations. Sample findings are included in Appendix B.

If NOAA Fisheries finds that an agency’s existing process will not meet the EFH consultation
requirements, NOAA Fisheries should respond with a letter containing language similar to the
sample provided in Appendix B.

Because many existing processes are implemented somewhat differently in different regions, the
NOAA Fisheries regions will usually be the most appropriate level for developing a finding.
There may be cases, however, when NOAA Fisheries headquarters office (i.e., Office of Habitat
Conservation) will develop a finding, with input from the regions. A number of national and
regional findings have been completed to date. A list of completed findings is provided at:
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/habitat/habitatprotection/essentialfishhabitat.htm.

Most Commonly-Used Existing Processes

National and/or Regional EFH findings have been developed for most of the following processes.
NOAA Fisheries staff should verify that appropriate findings are in place before using existing
processes to complete EFH consultations. An updated list of EFH findings is available on the
NOAA Fisheries website.

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA):

The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) process:

1) Notification - Notification occurs when NOAA Fisheries receives a draft EIS. The
action agency should clearly state in the draft EIS that the NEPA process is being used for
EFH consultation. Informally, the scoping process will often provide early notification
before the draft EIS is prepared.

2) EFH Assessment - Impact on EFH should be addressed in the draft EIS, in a chapter
or section clearly titled “EFH” so that a reader can identify the EFH information from the
table of contents. This section may reference pertinent information in the Affected
Environment and Environmental Consequences chapters. The information should
include both an identification of affected EFH and an assessment of impacts, including all
of the information outlined at 50 CFR 600.920(e). For additional details, see “Preparing
Essential Fish Habitat Assessments: A Guide for Federal Action Agencies” (available at:
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/habitat/habitatprotection/essentialfishhabitat.htm).

3) EFH Conservation Recommendations - NOAA Fisheries provides EFH
Conservation Recommendations as part of NOAA’s comments on the draft EIS in a
separate section of NOAA’s comment letter called “EFH Conservation
Recommendations.” Under existing NOAA procedures, EIS comments are normally
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provided to NOAA for forwarding to the Federal agency, but may also be provided
directly to the Federal agency by NOAA Fisheries at the same time.

4) Agency response - Within 30 days of receiving EFH Conservation Recommendations,
the Federal agency sends a preliminary response stating that the agency has received
NOAA Fisheries’ EFH Conservation Recommendations, will consider them fully, has not
yet made a decision on the project, but will respond fully when the agency has made a
decision in approximately ## days. The agency then provides a final response in the final
EIS, in a section or chapter clearly labeled as such. If the final EIS comes out within 30
days of the agency receiving NOAA Fisheries’ recommendations, the preliminary letter is
not needed. Under NEPA regulations, the Record of Decision (ROD) cannot be signed
until 30 days after the final EIS goes out, so NOAA Fisheries will have time to request
further review, if necessary.

Alternatively, the Federal agency may send a final response prior to the issuance of the
final EIS. This would allow time for NOAA Fisheries to request further review before
the EIS is finalized.

The Environmental Assessment (EA) Process:

1) Notification - Notification occurs when NOAA Fisheries receives a draft EA. It
should be clearly stated in the EA or transmittal letter that the agency is initiating EFH
consultation. Many agencies do not normally circulate draft EAs for comment, but if the
agency wants to use the EA process for EFH consultation, they must give NOAA
Fisheries a draft EA. If an agency does not wish to provide a draft EA to NOAA
Fisheries, they may use some other process for EFH consultation.

2) EFH Assessment - Effects on EFH should be addressed in the EA, in either a chapter
or a section clearly titled “EFH.” This section may reference pertinent information in
other sections. The information must include all the information required in an EFH
Assessment as outlined at 50 CFR 600.920(e).

3) EFH Conservation Recommendations - NOAA Fisheries provides EFH
Conservation Recommendations as part of the comments on the EA, in a separate section
of the comment letter called “EFH Conservation Recommendations.” Under existing
NOAA procedures, EA comments are normally provided from NOAA Fisheries directly
to the Federal agency.

4) Agency response - Within 30 days of receiving EFH Conservation Recommendations,
the Federal agency sends a preliminary response stating that the agency has received
NOAA Fisheries’ EFH Conservation Recommendations, will consider them fully, has not
yet made a decision on the project, but will respond fully when a decision has been made,
in approximately ## days. The agency then provides a final response in a detailed letter
to NOAA Fisheries. The response must be provided at least 10 days before the agency
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signs a FONSI if the response is inconsistent with any of NOAA Fisheries’ conservation
recommendations. If the agency makes a decision within 30 days of receiving NOAA
Fisheries recommendations, the preliminary letter is not necessary.

Endangered Species Act (ESA)

There are many situations where designated EFH overlaps with the habitat (including critical
habitat) of species listed as threatened or endangered under the ESA. Thus, a proposed Federal
action could affect both a listed species and its designated critical habitat and adversely affect
EFH, necessitating consultation under both section 7 of the ESA and section 305(b)(2) of the
MSA. Because of this dual obligation, the Federal action agency and NOAA Fisheries can find
efficiencies by integrating EFH and ESA consultations. The process for combining ESA and
EFH consultation depends upon the extent to which the action involves effects to EFH and
species listed under the ESA within the action area, and the number of affected species in
common between the two statutes. Three scenarios exist: the MSA managed species and ESA
listed species are identical; some (but not all) of the MSA managed species and ESA listed
species are the same (other affected species may be listed but not managed, or managed but not
listed); or none of the MSA managed species are listed under the ESA. When integrating ESA
and EFH consultations for each of the three scenarios, care should be taken by NOAA Fisheries
to avoid confusing the action agency on the different components of ESA and EFH consultations.

In addition to section 7 consultation, NOAA Fisheries takes several types of internal actions
related to ESA, including approving Habitat Conservation Plans, issuing section 10 incidental
take and scientific research or enhancement permits, and developing Recovery Plans. If any of
these actions may have an adverse effect on EFH, an EFH consultation will be required.

Early Coordination:

ESA and EFH consultations often involve discussions with Federal action agencies at early
stages in the project planning process prior to initiation of consultation. When an action agency
requests information on the presence of ESA listed species or critical habitat in a particular
location, that agency should also be informed of the presence of EFH and the associated MSA
managed species and life stages, if applicable. Likewise, if an action agency requests
information on the presence of EFH in a particular location, that agency should also be informed
of the presence of ESA listed species and critical habitat, if applicable. Many times, issues
related to adverse effects on ESA listed species and their critical habitat can be resolved through
early planning and coordination efforts. Similarly, issues related to potential adverse effects on
the EFH should be discussed along with ESA concerns during preliminary planning and
coordination.

ESA Section 7 consultation:

In many cases, ESA consultation and EFH consultation can be integrated in order to streamline
the environmental review process for both NOAA Fisheries and the Federal action agency. A
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National Finding and Guidance for Integrating EFH and ESA section 7 consultation was issued
by NOAA Fisheries in January 2001 (see Appendix C). Additional Regional Findings have also
been completed by some of the NOAA Fisheries regions (see Appendix E).

If the Federal action agency determines that the proposed action “may affect” listed species or
critical habitat, then the Federal action agency must request section 7 consultation with NOAA
Fisheries. Through informal consultation, projects that would have an adverse effect as proposed
can be altered to avoid adverse effects on listed species or critical habitat. If, based on
information provided by the Federal action agency, NOAA Fisheries finds that the proposed
action “may affect” but is “not likely to adversely affect” listed species or critical habitat, NOAA
Fisheries completes informal consultation by providing the Federal action agency with a
concurrence letter (50 CFR 402.13(a)). If NOAA Fisheries finds that an action “is likely to
adversely affect” listed species or critical habitat, NOAA Fisheries completes formal consultation
by providing the Federal action agency with a Biological Opinion (BO). Where applicable, EFH
consultation may be combined with the ESA consultation process.

The following process is intended to help integrate these consultation processes, and is based on
the national EFH finding and guidance for integrating EFH and ESA consultation (Appendix C):

1) Notification - The Federal agency should clearly state that it is notifying NOAA
Fisheries regarding a proposed action that may adversely affect EFH at the same time that
informal or formal ESA consultation is initiated.

2) EFH Assessment - The information prepared by the Federal agency for informal or
formal ESA consultation as outlined in 50 CFR 402.14 may also serve as the EFH
Assessment provided it is clearly labeled as such and includes all the required
components of an EFH Assessment as outlined at 50 CFR 600.920(e).

3) EFH Conservation Recommendations - The results of the ESA and EFH
consultations should be provided in a single transmittal from NOAA Fisheries to the
Federal agency. If EFH consultation is integrated with informal ESA consultation, EFH
Conservation Recommendations should be transmitted in a separate, clearly labeled
section of the informal ESA concurrence letter. If EFH consultation is integrated with
formal ESA consultation, EFH Conservation Recommendations should be presented
either within the cover letter or at the end of the transmittal following all the components
of the ESA BO.

4) Agency response - Within 30 days of receiving EFH Conservation
Recommendations, the Federal agency sends a preliminary response stating that the
agency has received NOAA Fisheries” EFH Conservation Recommendations, will
consider them fully, has not yet made a decision on the project, but will respond fully
when a decision is made, in approximately ## days. The agency then provides a final
response in a detailed letter to NOAA Fisheries. The response must be provided at least
10 days before the agency signs a FONSI if the response is inconsistent with any of
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NOAA Fisheries’ Conservation Recommendations. If the agency makes a decision
within 30 days of the agency receiving the Conservation Recommendations, the
preliminary letter is not needed.

ESA Section 10 Permits:

Section 10(a)(1)(A) permits are issued to Federal and non-Federal entities by NOAA Fisheries
for activities involving take of listed species otherwise prohibited by section 9 if such taking is
for scientific purposes or to enhance the propagation or survival of the affected species,
including, but not limited to, acts necessary for the establishment and maintenance of
experimental populations. Section 10(a)(1)(B) permits are issued to non-Federal entities for any
other activities involving take of listed species otherwise prohibited by section 9 if such taking is
incidental to, and not the purpose of, the carrying out of an otherwise lawful activity. NOAA
Fisheries' issuance of both a section 10(a)(1)(A) and section 10(a)(1)(B) permit are Federal
actions subject to section 7 of the ESA and NEPA. At present, all non-salmonid section
10(a)(1)(A) permits and section 10(a)(1)(B) permits are issued from NOAA Fisheries HQ.

Section 10(a)(2)(A) requires applicants for a section 10(a)(1)(B) incidental take permit to submit
a "conservation plan" - referred to as a Habitat Conservation Plan or HCP. NOAA Fisheries
approves HCPs in a process that involves both NEPA and the ESA section 7 consultation
process. Ideally, EFH concerns for listed and non-listed species should be identified during the
HCP development phase when the applicant's proposed activity is being integrated with listed
species protection needs and early section 7 consultation is in progress. This phase is typically
conducted by the applicant with technical assistance from NOAA Fisheries and ends when a
"complete application package" is submitted. If the applicant does not agree to include non-
listed species in the HCP, non-listed species must still be addressed in NOAA Fisheries' NEPA
analysis supporting issuance of the section 10 permit.

NOAA Fisheries’ issuance of the permits constitutes a Federal action subject to EFH
consultation. Thus, NOAA Fisheries should incorporate the EFH Assessment into the draft
NEPA document and then issue EFH Conservation Recommendations during the public
comment period, rather than waiting for the section 7 consultation process to conclude. If EFH
Conservation Recommendations are adopted for a species that is listed under the ESA, and those
recommendations are also incorporated into the proposed action for which an ESA section 7
consultation is performed, any deviation from them would trigger re-initiation of ESA
consultation. To comply with the response requirement of the MSA, NOAA Fisheries should
respond to the record within 30 days of receiving the EFH Conservation Recommendations. This
response must be provided at least 10 days before issuance of the section 10 permit if it is
inconsistent with any of the recommendations.
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Recovery Plans:

Recovery Plans for listed species are sent out for public comment in a draft form and then
finalized. Although EFH consultation could occur during the public comment period,
coordination between regional PR and HC staff during development of the draft Recovery Plan is
preferable. If PR staff determine that the Recovery Plan may have an adverse effect on EFH, a
preliminary draft of the Recovery Plan should be sent to HC staff, along with the information
required for an EFH Assessment. HC staff should then provide EFH Conservation
Recommendations on the preliminary draft, to which PR should respond.

Clean Water Act/Rivers and Harbors Act/Marine Protection, Research, and Sanctuaries
Act

Individual Permits:

On July 15, 1999 NOAA Fisheries issued a national finding that the individual permit process
(IP) used by the ACOE to authorize projects under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (CWA),
Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act (RHA), and Section 103 of the Marine Protection
Research and Sanctuaries Act (MPRSA) can be used to meet the EFH consultation requirements
of the MSA. The national finding outlines a process for incorporating information needs and
other elements of EFH consultation into the IP process. At the District and Regional level,
NOAA Fisheries and ACOE staff are encouraged to meet to develop a regional finding tailored
to local procedures. As part of developing that finding, NOAA Fisheries and ACOE should
discuss the information needs for EFH Assessments and the project types likely to require
expanded consultation (i.e., substantial adverse effects on EFH).

Just as the ACOE makes the initial determination of whether or not a proposed project “may
adversely affect” EFH, the ACOE should also make the initial determination of whether
abbreviated or expanded consultation is appropriate. However, if NOAA Fisheries believes that
expanded consultation is required for a particular project, NOAA Fisheries should inform the
ACOE of this conclusion at the earliest opportunity. Under the 1999 national finding with the
ACOE, the procedure for using the IP process for completing EFH consultation is:

1) Notification - Notification occurs when NOAA Fisheries receives a public notice
from the ACOE on the project.

2) EFH Assessment -

a) For those projects that require abbreviated consultation, the ACOE will put a brief
EFH Assessment in the public notice (e.g., “This project will fill 1.3 acres of EFH for
juvenile summer flounder. Loss of this nursery habitat may adversely affect summer
flounder, but the ACOE has made a preliminary determination that the adverse effect on
EFH will not be substantial.”) The EFH Assessment will also address cumulative effects
if such information is available.
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b) For those projects that the ACOE determines require expanded consultation, the
ACOE will provide NOAA Fisheries with a detailed EFH Assessment. This Assessment
may be a separate document or it may be a component of another document, such as a
draft Statement of Findings (SOF) or draft EA, as long as the EFH Assessment is clearly
identified. The EFH Assessment will be provided to NOAA Fisheries in a time frame
sufficient for developing EFH Conservation Recommendations (generally 30 days, but
more or less time may be needed depending on the complexity of the project).

¢) If, upon receiving a public notice (or in pre-application consultation), NOAA Fisheries
concludes that a project has the potential for substantial adverse impacts on EFH, NOAA
Fisheries will so inform the ACOE and request that the ACOE conduct expanded EFH
consultation and provide a detailed EFH Assessment. This request may occur after
ACOE has initiated abbreviated EFH consultation, or before any EFH consultation has
occurred. If a public comment period for the project has already begun, NOAA Fisheries
may request an extension of the comment period (under Part II. 4 of the 404(q) MOA
with Army) to allow time for the ACOE to provide the EFH Assessment, and for NOAA
Fisheries to develop EFH Conservation Recommendations. If the ACOE does not agree
to conduct expanded consultation, NOAA Fisheries will provide EFH Conservation
Recommendations based on whatever information has been provided.

3) EFH Conservation Recommendations - NOAA Fisheries provides EFH
Conservation Recommendations in response to the public notice.

4) Response - The ACOE responds to NOAA Fisheries’ EFH Conservation
Recommendations in either a letter or a revised SOF or EA, at least 10 days before the
permit is issued. If the ACOE will not be making a decision within 30 days of receiving
NOAA Fisheries’ recommendations, the ACOE will send a preliminary response within
30 days stating that the ACOE has received the EFH Conservation Recommendations,
will consider them fully, has not yet made a decision on the project, but will respond to
NOAA Fisheries fully when a decision is made in approximately ## days.

General Permits (State Programmatic, Regional, or Nationwide)

General permits usually authorize, after very short comment periods, actions that should have
minimal adverse impact, both individually and cumulatively. In some cases a General
Concurrence or programmatic consultation is appropriate for actions authorized by those permits.
In other cases, abbreviated consultation might be appropriate, particularly with state
programmatic general permits, if the ACOE and NOAA Fisheries can agree on acceptable time
frames. In that case, the process would be similar to that for individual permits.

Federal Power Act (for non-Federal hydropower projects)

The Federal Power Act authorizes NOAA Fisheries (via delegation from Commerce) to provide
mandatory fishway prescriptions (under FPA section 18), and recommendations under sections
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10(j) and 10(a), when non-federal hydropower projects receive a new license from the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC). Projects receive 30-50 year licenses, and the licensing
process takes several years to complete. Generally, FERC and the applicant coordinate the
process, with extensive consultation among federal and state agencies, Indian tribes, and other
stakeholders. FERC has the responsibility to generate balanced license conditions, and can reject
many recommendations that are supplied by stakeholders, including federal agencies.

However, section 18 fishway prescriptions are mandatory under the FPA, and must be
incorporated into the license terms, as long as the administrative record supports them. The
federal action is considered to be FERC’s (because FERC issues the license), although NOAA
Fisheries (and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service) develop and submit section 18 prescriptions.

FERC implemented a new licensing process in October 2003, with a two-year transition period.
During this transition period, applicants will have the choice between using the Traditional
Licensing Process (TLP), the Alternative Licensing Process (ALP) and the new Integrated
Licensing Process (ILP). After two years, the ILP will become the default process. Regardless
of the chosen processes, FERC must complete an EFH consultation if the action may adversely
affect EFH.

Steps for adding EFH consultation to FERC's licensing process:

1) Notification - Notification occurs when FERC receives the completed application
from the applicant and issues a public notice soliciting comments, interventions, and
preliminary terms and conditions. Under the TLP and ILP this notice is called the ready
for environmental analysis (REA) notice. Under the ALP, it is simply a notice requesting
the above item. In all three cases, the notice follows receipt and acceptance of the
application by FERC. The notice should include a statement that the proposed action may
adversely affect EFH and that FERC is initiating EFH consultation.

2) EFH Assessment - FERC should include an EFH Assessment in the EA or draft EIS
developed during the licensing process. The EFH Assessment information must either be
clearly identified in a separate section of the EA or draft EIS, or clearly referenced. The
level of detail in the EFH Assessment should be commensurate with the anticipated
extent of adverse impacts on EFH.

3) EFH Conservation Recommendations - At NOAA Fisheries’ discretion,
“preliminary” EFH Conservation Recommendations may be submitted to FERC along
with the 10(j) recommendations and preliminary section 18 prescriptions within 60 days
of receiving the REA notice. FERC is not required to, but will normally provide a
response to the preliminary EFH Recommendations. NOAA Fisheries will provide final
EFH Conservation Recommendations to FERC within 30 days of receiving the EA or
within 45 days of receiving the draft EIS.
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4) Agency response - Consistent with the MSA, FERC will provide the commenting
NOAA Fisheries Regional Office a detailed response in writing within 30 days after
receiving EFH Conservation Recommendations. If the final license order is issued within
this time frame, the response can be included or attached to the order. If the order is not
issued within 30 days, FERC will provide a separate interim response acknowledging
receipt of the EFH Conservation Recommendations, addressing them to the extent
possible, and stating that a final response will be forthcoming. Once the Commission
acts, the final response should be provided in a letter to NOAA Fisheries accompanied by
a copy of the Commission Order.

5) Request for Rehearing - According to FERC's regulations, parties have 30 days to
appeal a license order by requesting a rehearing. NOAA Fisheries may appeal FERC's
treatment of the EFH recommendations, if warranted.

Post-Licensing

If a post-licensing action may adversely affect EFH, the need for EFH consultation will depend
on whether consultation has already been conducted, and whether the action was anticipated
during the original licensing. If possible adverse effects on EFH have already been analyzed and
addressed in the EFH consultation completed for the existing licensing, additional consultation
may not be necessary. If possible adverse effects on EFH have not been previously analyzed,
then FERC should complete EFH consultation following the procedures outlined above, with the
following modifications:

1) Notification - FERC’s post-licensing process does not always include an REA notice.
Thus, FERC should notify NOAA Fisheries regarding a proposed action that may
adversely affect EFH in the “Notice Soliciting Comments or Motions to Intervene.”

2) EFH Conservation Recommendations - NOAA Fisheries may issue “preliminary”
EFH Conservation Recommendations during the comment period (30-45 days) for the
“Notice Soliciting Comments or Motions to Intervene.”

Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (FWCA)

The FWCA (16 U.S.C. 661-666¢) requires that wildlife, including fish, receive equal
consideration and be coordinated with other aspects of water resource development. This is
accomplished by requiring consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, NOAA
Fisheries, and appropriate state agencies whenever any body of water is proposed to be modified
in any way and a Federal permit or license is required. These agencies determine the possible
harm to fish and wildlife resources, the measures needed to both prevent the damage to and loss
of these resources, and the measures needed to develop and improve the resources, in connection
with water resource development. NOAA Fisheries submits comments to Federal licensing and
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permitting agencies on the potential harm to living marine resources caused by the proposed
water development project, and recommendations to prevent harm.’

Comments submitted under the authority of the FWCA may be integrated with the EFH
consultation process. In many circumstances Federal actions may impact habitat of a fish species
that does not have EFH described and identified for it, and therefore an EFH consultation is not
warranted. However, recommendations on ways to avoid, minimize, or mitigate impacts on
these habitats under the FWCA may be appropriate. In situations where an action may impact
both EFH and non-EFH habitats, one document identifying the EFH Conservation
Recommendations and the FWCA comments should be used. When both EFH Conservation
Recommendations and FWCA comments are provided in the same document, specific headings
titled “EFH Conservation Recommendations” and “Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act
Comments” should be used to avoid confusing the Federal action agency. In situations where no
EFH correspondence will be sent to the action agency, FWCA comments should be provided in a
separate document.

2 Buck, Eugene H., Summaries of Major Laws Implemented by the National Marine Fisheries Service,
Congressional Research Service, March 24, 1995.
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3. EFH General Concurrences

Background

Section 305(b)(2) of the MSA requires each Federal agency to consult with the Secretary of
Commerce regarding any action or proposed action authorized, funded, or undertaken by the
agency that may adversely affect EFH. The General Concurrence process is used to identify
specific types of Federal actions that may adversely affect EFH, but for which no further
consultation is generally required because NOAA Fisheries has determined that the identified
types of actions will likely result in no more than minimal adverse effects to EFH individually
and/or cumulatively. The development of General Concurrences must adhere to specific
regulatory criteria, which are codified at 50 CFR 600.920(g).

General Concurrences may be developed at either the national or regional level. They should be
used for categories of Federal actions that are similar in nature and similar in their impact on
EFH. A General Concurrence is comparable to a categorical exclusion under NEPA in that it
dispenses with the need for more formal environmental review for identified types of actions
with minimal effect that can be evaluated as a group and for which NOAA Fisheries can
conclude, based on an evaluation of potential effects to EFH, that case-by-case consultation is not
necessary. All General Concurrences must include a tracking provision to ensure that cumulative
adverse effects on EFH are no more than minimal.

Criteria for General Concurrences

NOAA Fisheries must determine that the actions to be covered by a General Concurrence meet
these three criteria: (A) The actions must be similar in nature and similar in their impact on EFH;
(B) The actions must not cause greater than minimal adverse effects on EFH when implemented
individually; and (C) The actions must not cause greater than minimal cumulative adverse effects
on EFH. The following guidelines should be used by NOAA Fisheries personnel to determine
whether proposed actions meet the criteria for a General Concurrence:

. Actions considered “similar in nature” will typically be activities of a common type, size,
and purpose, such as the construction of boat docks of certain dimensions.

. Actions that are “similar in their impact on EFH” should result in physical, chemical,
and/or biological effects of a common extent and duration.

. Actions that would cause “minimal adverse effects on EFH when implemented
individually” should be of such limited effect on EFH that Conservation
Recommendations are generally not necessary to ensure that the quality and quantity of
EFH are not diminished.
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. Actions that do not “cause greater than minimal cumulative adverse effects on EFH”
should not cause incremental impacts that would result in a substantive reduction in the
quality and quantity of EFH when considered collectively.

NOAA Fisheries may also determine that certain categories of Federal actions meet the criteria in
50 CFR 600.920(g)(2) contingent upon project size limitations, seasonal restrictions, or other
conditions necessary to ensure that the effects on EFH are minimal individually and
cumulatively. In such cases, these conditions must be stated explicitly in the General
Concurrence.

A higher level of scrutiny may be warranted if NOAA Fisheries is considering the development
of a General Concurrence for actions affecting a Habitat Area of Particular Concern, particularly
when determining whether the actions may cause greater than minimal adverse effects on EFH
individually and/or cumulatively.

NOAA Fisheries may include a “kick-out” provision in a General Concurrence that would

require notification for actions that may result in more than minimal impact, and for which
further consultation may be required.

Process for Developing General Concurrences

A Federal agency may request that NOAA Fisheries develop a General Concurrence for specific
types of agency actions, or NOAA Fisheries may develop a General Concurrence on its own
initiative. If a Federal agency requests a General Concurrence, the agency should provide NOAA
Fisheries with an EFH Assessment including a written description of the nature and approximate
number of the proposed actions, an analysis of the effects of the actions on EFH, including
cumulative effects, and the Federal agency’s conclusions regarding the magnitude of such effects.

Whether the development of a General Concurrence is initiated by another Federal agency or by
NOAA Fisheries, early coordination between NOAA Fisheries and the action agency will help to
ensure that the General Concurrence addresses appropriate types of actions and contains
workable conditions. NOAA Fisheries personnel should work with the action agency to identify
candidate activity categories for General Concurrences and to develop suitable bounds or
thresholds that enable NOAA Fisheries to differentiate minimal impact actions from actions that
warrant more detailed EFH consultation.

If NOAA Fisheries determines that the actions proposed by a Federal agency do not meet the
regulatory criteria for a General Concurrence, NOAA Fisheries should notify the Federal agency
in writing that a General Concurrence will not be issued and that EFH consultation may be
required for each action individually. Such individual consultations may use existing
environmental review procedures (rather than the procedures for abbreviated and expanded
consultation described in 50 CFR 600.920(h) and (1)), if NOAA Fisheries has issued a finding
that such processes are sufficient to address the EFH consultation requirements. Another option
for handling consultations may be use of a programmatic consultation.
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After completing a General Concurrence, NOAA Fisheries will provide a copy to the appropriate
Council(s) and will make the General Concurrence available to the public by posting the
document on the internet or through other appropriate means.

Format of General Concurrences

A General Concurrence must be a written document, signed by the appropriate NOAA Fisheries
official, that specifically identifies the Federal actions covered by the General Concurrence and
includes NOAA Fisheries’ determination that the types of actions covered by the General
Concurrence meet the applicable regulatory criteria; therefore, further consultation for individual
actions covered by the General Concurrence is not required. Typically the General Concurrence
will take the form of a letter from the NOAA Fisheries Regional Administrator to the appropriate
official in another Federal agency.

General Concurrences should include the following information: a description of the types of
actions covered; the approximate number (e.g., annually) of individual actions that would occur;
a list of the specific actions (if known); the species and life stages for which EFH may be
affected; a conclusion that the actions meet the criteria in 50 CFR 600.920(g)(2); and any
applicable requirements for notifying NOAA Fisheries of individual actions or pursuing further
consultation pursuant to 50 CFR 600.920(g)(4). Actions that qualify for a General Concurrence
would not cause more than minimal adverse effects to EFH, and therefore normally would not
warrant EFH Conservation Recommendations pursuant to Section 305(b)(4) of the MSA.
However, EFH Conservation Recommendations may be provided as part of the General
Concurrences in cases where actions would normally cause more than minimal effect but, if
modified (e.g., a seasonal restriction) according to the Conservation Recommendations, would
not cause more than a minimal effect.

If a General Concurrence includes a requirement for the Federal agency to notify NOAA
Fisheries of individual actions, the General Concurrence should state that after receiving such
notification, NOAA Fisheries may require further consultation on a case-by-case basis and/or
may provide additional EFH Conservation Recommendations to the agency, if warranted.
Finally, each General Concurrence should include a statement that NOAA Fisheries will
periodically review its findings of General Concurrence and may revise or revoke a General
Concurrence if new information indicates that the covered actions are having more than minimal
adverse effects on EFH. The General Concurrence should state that NOAA Fisheries will notify
the Federal agency as early as possible if any such modifications become necessary. The General
Concurrence must include a statement regarding how actions qualifying for the General
Concurrence will be tracked.
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Tracking, Changes, and Review

Actions qualifying for a General Concurrence must be tracked to ensure that their cumulative
effects are no more than minimal. In most cases, tracking should be the responsibility of the
Federal action agency because the information is most readily available to that agency. However,
NOAA Fisheries may agree to track actions covered by a General Concurrence if the General
Concurrence includes a requirement for the agency to notify NOAA Fisheries of individual
actions. Tracking should include a tally of the number of actions, amount of habitat adversely
affected, type of habitat adversely affected, and the baseline against which an assessment of
cumulative impacts can be made. The agency responsible for tracking such actions should make
the information available to NOAA Fisheries, the applicable Council(s), and the public on an
annual basis; the process for doing so should be included in the General Concurrence.

NOAA Fisheries should contact the action agency if new information becomes available or if
environmental conditions change such that the covered actions are having more than minimal
adverse effects on EFH. NOAA Fisheries should review all General Concurrences periodically,
at least once every five years, to ensure that they are up to date. NOAA Fisheries may want to set
an expiration date of five years or less for a General Concurrence to ensure that it is reviewed and
that the effects on EFH are reevaluated. NOAA Fisheries should also review all General
Concurrences if new EFH is designated in areas where General Concurrence activities occur.
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4. Abbreviated and Expanded Consultation

Background

If a specific Federal action may adversely affect EFH, but no existing environmental review
process is available (or if project timing does not allow for the development of a Finding for an
existing process) and no General Concurrence or programmatic consultation has been completed
that applies to that action, then an individual EFH consultation must be completed.

Individual EFH consultations can be abbreviated (50 CFR 600.920 (h))or expanded (50 CFR
600.920(1)), depending on the extent of the anticipated adverse effects to EFH. Abbreviated
consultation allows NOAA Fisheries to determine quickly whether, and to what degree, a Federal
action may adversely affect EFH. Abbreviated consultation procedures should be used when the
adverse effects of an action can be alleviated through minor modifications to the action.
Expanded consultation allows maximum opportunity for NOAA Fisheries and the Federal
agency to work together to review the action’s impacts on EFH and to develop EFH
Conservation Recommendations. Expanded consultation procedures must be used for Federal
actions that would result in substantial adverse effects to EFH.

Generally, the action agency determines the appropriate level of consultation. If NOAA
Fisheries determines, contrary to the Federal agency’s assessment, that a proposed action will
have substantial adverse effects on EFH, NOAA Fisheries may request expanded consultation.
Such a request will be in writing and will explain why NOAA Fisheries believes expanded
consultation is needed. The determination of substantial adverse effects should be based on
project-specific considerations, such as the ecological importance or sensitivity of an area, the
type and extent of EFH affected, and the type of activity. Substantial adverse effects are effects
that may pose a relatively serious threat to EFH and typically could not be alleviated through
minor modifications to a proposed action. For example, a harbor development project that
requires significant dredging and filling, channel realignments, or shoreline stabilization near
EFH would likely be considered to have substantial adverse effects to EFH. Federal agencies are
encouraged to contact NOAA Fisheries at the earliest opportunity to discuss whether the adverse
effects of an action makes expanded consultation appropriate.

Procedures

The EFH guidelines provide specific schedules for completion of abbreviated and expanded
consultation. The guidelines state, however, that NOAA Fisheries and the Federal agency may
agree to a modified schedule. For example, NOAA Fisheries and the Federal agency may agree
to use a compressed schedule or to conduct EFH consultation earlier in the planning cycle for
actions with lengthy approval processes or for cases where regulatory approvals or emergency
situations cannot accommodate the following schedules. Alternatively, NOAA Fisheries and the
Federal agency may agree to extend the consultation schedule to allow for further analysis of the
effects of the action.
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Abbreviated EFH Consultation

1) Notification - Notification generally would occur when NOAA Fisheries receives an
EFH Assessment from the Federal agency.

2) EFH Assessment - The Federal agency must submit its EFH Assessment to NOAA
Fisheries as soon as practicable, but at least 60 days prior to a final decision on the action.
The level of detail in the EFH Assessment should be commensurate with the complexity
and magnitude of the potential adverse effects of the action. For relatively simple actions
involving minor adverse effects on EFH, the assessment may be very brief. For
additional guidance see: “Preparing Essential Fish Habitat Assessments: A Guide for
Federal Action Agencies” (available at:
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/habitat/habitatprotection/essentialfishhabitat.htm).

3) EFH Conservation Recommendations - NOAA Fisheries will provide the Federal
agency with EFH Conservation Recommendations, if appropriate, within 30 days of
receiving the EFH Assessment. If NOAA Fisheries determines that an action would not
adversely affect EFH or that no EFH Conservation Recommendations are needed, NOAA
Fisheries will notify the Federal agency either informally or in writing of its
determination.

4) Federal Agency Response - The Federal agency must provide a detailed response in
writing to NOAA Fisheries within 30 days of receiving EFH Conservation
Recommendations. The response must include the information described at 50 CFR
600.920(k)(1). If a response is inconsistent with NOAA Fisheries’ recommendations, it
must be provided at least 10 days prior to final approval of the action.

Expanded EFH Consultation

1) Notification - Expanded consultation begins when NOAA Fisheries receives an EFH
Assessment and a written request for expanded consultation from the Federal agency.

2) EFH Assessment - The Federal agency must submit its EFH Assessment to NOAA
Fisheries as soon as practicable, but at least 90 days prior to a final decision on the action.
In addition to the information identified at 50 CFR 600.920(¢e)(3), Federal agencies are
encouraged to provide in the EFH Assessment the additional information identified under
50 CFR 600.920(e)(4) to facilitate review of the effects of the action on EFH. If NOAA
Fisheries believes that additional analysis is needed to assess the effects of the action,
NOAA Fisheries will specify in a letter to the Federal agency any new information
needed. The Federal agency should provide the additional information to NOAA
Fisheries, to the extent practicable. For additional guidance see: “Preparing Essential
Fish Habitat Assessments: A Guide for Federal Action Agencies” (available at:
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/habitat/habitatprotection/essentialfishhabitat.htm).
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3) Review of Effects to EFH - NOAA Fisheries will review the EFH Assessment and
any additional, relevant information and conduct a site visit, if appropriate, to assess the
quality of the habitat and to clarify the impacts of the Federal agency action. NOAA
Fisheries will coordinate the review of the action and any site visits with the appropriate
Council(s).

4) EFH Conservation Recommendations - Generally, NOAA Fisheries will provide the
Federal agency with EFH Conservation Recommendations within 60 days of receiving
the completed EFH Assessment. However, if NOAA Fisheries determines that additional
data or analysis would provide better information for development of EFH Conservation
Recommendations, NOAA Fisheries may request additional time for expanded
consultation. If NOAA Fisheries and the Federal agency do not agree to extend
consultation, NOAA Fisheries must provide the Federal agency with EFH Conservation
Recommendations based on the best scientific information available.

5) Federal Agency Response - The Federal agency must provide a detailed response in
writing to NOAA Fisheries within 30 days of receiving EFH Conservation
Recommendations. The response must include the information described at 50 CFR
600.920(k)(1). If a response is inconsistent with NOAA Fisheries’ recommendations, it
must be provided at least 10 days prior to final approval of the action.
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5. Programmatic EFH Consultations

Background

Use of programmatic consultations is a mechanism for implementing the EFH consultation
requirements efficiently and effectively by incorporating many individual actions that may
adversely affect EFH into one consultation. Section 600.920(j)(1) of the EFH guidelines
describes programmatic consultation as appropriate if sufficient information is available to
develop EFH Conservation Recommendations that will address all reasonably foreseeable
adverse impacts on EFH of an entire program, parts of a program, or a number of similar
individual actions occurring within a given geographic area.

Programmatic consultations allow NOAA Fisheries and other Federal agencies to take a
comprehensive review of Federal programs for their potential adverse effects on EFH. Some
examples of programs that would likely be appropriate for a programmatic EFH consultation are:
funding programs, such as grants by Federal agencies to states to carry out activities that could
adversely affect EFH; U.S. Forest Service forest plans; and Minerals Management Service
regional 5-year plans. The goal of a programmatic consultation should be to address as many
adverse effects as possible through programmatic EFH Conservation Recommendations.
Accordingly, a programmatic consultation results in a letter from NOAA Fisheries to the Federal
agency containing programmatic EFH Conservation Recommendations, as well as identification
of any adverse impacts that could not be addressed by the programmatic EFH Conservation
Recommendations (additional components of a programmatic consultation letter are addressed
below). Any adverse effect that cannot be addressed through programmatic EFH Conservation
Recommendations will have to be addressed through individual consultation (preferably by using
existing procedures) of a General Concurrence.

Programmatic consultations may occur at a headquarters or regional level. It is essential that
offices conducting programmatic consultations inform other NOAA Fisheries offices (i.e.,
Habitat Divisions in other regions and at Headquarters) that these consultations are occurring, in
case the results of the programmatic consultation could affect other regions or national policy.

Program Size

Any size program may be addressed through a programmatic consultation, depending on the
nature of the actions conducted in the program. Whether a particular program should be
subdivided, or whether some programs should be lumped together for the consultation, should be
determined jointly by NOAA Fisheries and the Federal action agency, keeping in mind the goal
of developing programmatic EFH Conservation Recommendations. Priority should be given to
those programs or actions within programs for which programmatic Conservation
Recommendations are most appropriate, e.g., for which a substantial portion of the adverse
effects can be addressed with programmatic EFH Conservation Recommendations, without
information on a specific site or project. If a substantial number of the agency’s actions would
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require additional EFH Conservation Recommendations on a case-by-case basis, the
programmatic consultation should be restricted to those actions for which programmatic EFH
Conservation Recommendations are appropriate.

All actions that are part of the program (or specific part of a program) should be addressed in the
consultation, including reasonably foreseeable but unplanned actions (e.g., oil spills or other
accidental discharges) and actions that are authorized but may not be reported to the action
agency (e.g., non-reporting activities covered by general permits).

QOutcomes

There are five potential outcomes of a programmatic consultation:

. programmatic Conservation Recommendations that cover all program actions

. programmatic Conservation Recommendations that cover program actions, but individual
consultation also required for some or all actions

. a determination that no programmatic EFH Conservation Recommendations can be
developed and all program actions will require individual consultation

. a determination that all program actions qualify for a General Concurrence

. a determination that although it initially appeared that there may be an adverse effect on

EFH, additional assessment showed that there is no adverse effect and therefore no EFH
Conservation Recommendations are needed

Since programmatic consultations will often cover several types of activities, a combination of
these outcomes may result from a programmatic consultation.

If site- or project-specific information is required to adequately address adverse impacts, the
programmatic consultation may end with the conclusion that individual consultations are needed
for some or all of the Federal actions in the program. If existing processes may be used to
accomplish the individual consultations, NOAA Fisheries should work with the Federal action
agency to develop a “finding” (see section on “Use of Existing Processes”). If any of the actions
in the program have minimal effects, both individually and cumulatively, a General Concurrence
should be developed for those actions. If it is determined that no adverse effects will occur, the
programmatic consultation should state that conclusion. To comply with the MSA, the
conclusions reached as a result of a programmatic consultation must be documented, even if no
programmatic EFH Conservation Recommendations are developed.

Process
Notification and EFH Assessment
A programmatic consultation may be initiated by a Federal action agency or by NOAA Fisheries,

on any Federal program that will require EFH consultation, and for which either agency thinks
programmatic consultation might be the best manner of accomplishing that consultation. To
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initiate programmatic consultation, the Federal agency should send NOAA Fisheries an EFH
Assessment that describes the specific activities, the EFH and managed species affected by those
activities, and the nature of those effects. Although a programmatic EFH Assessment will be
broader in scope and less specific than an EFH Assessment for an individual action, the essential
elements of an EFH Assessment should still be addressed in as much detail as is appropriate.
NOAA Fisheries may work with the Federal agency in the development of the EFH Assessment.

EFH Affected

For some programs it may be possible to specify the affected EFH, e.g., in U.S. Forest Service
forest plans. For other programs, particularly funding programs, it may not be possible to
identify specific locations of affected EFH. In the latter case, the most appropriate approach may
be to describe the scope of the program with respect to the scope of EFH, and develop a table
that correlates program activities to fishery management plans, such as the example below.

Other approaches may be more appropriate depending on the information available.

Example - EFH affected by Funding Program XXZZ

Council/species Subtidal Subtidal Intertidal Intertidal Intertidal or subtidal
vegetated | unvegetated vegetated unvegetated shellfish beds

Council 1 - X X X

species or plan 1

species or plan2 | X X

Council 2 - X X X X

species or plan 1

*Note that Council represents Fishery Management Council; species or plan represents a federally managed fish
species or fishery management plan; and the column headings are types of EFH.

Effects on EFH

Depending on the nature of the program (a specific land management plan vs a funding

program), effects on EFH may be difficult to quantify at a programmatic level. At a minimum,
effects on EFH should be described generally and the following information included: number of
actions (actual or estimated); range of impact size; type of impacts, both direct and indirect; and
any proposed mitigation measures. If available, additional information should be included on the
following: cumulative effects of the program; cumulative (of program and non-program) effects
within watersheds; and effects on fish populations.

EFH Conservation Recommendations

After receiving the programmatic EFH Assessment, NOAA Fisheries develops programmatic
EFH Conservation Recommendations and, if applicable, identifies any potential adverse effects
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that can not be addressed programmatically and require project-specific consultation. NOAA
Fisheries may work with the Federal agency in developing these recommendations.

Scope

Programmatic EFH Conservation Recommendations should be developed for as many identified
adverse impacts as possible. Monitoring may also be considered a Conservation
Recommendation. Some examples of programmatic EFH Conservation Recommendations
follow:

. For adverse impacts (shading) of docks and piers: minimum board spacing and height
above MLW.
. For adverse impacts (fish passage and hydrology) of culverts: minimum size with respect

to flow, use of bottomless arcs wherever possible.

. For adverse effects (turbidity and loss of benthic organisms) of dredging: time-of-year
restrictions; avoidance of SAV and shellfish beds; post-dredging restoration of gravel
spawning beds and other provisions in the 1996 NOAA Fisheries National Gravel
Extraction Policy.

. For adverse effects of logging (changes in turbidity, temperature, dissolved oxygen):
buffer zones along anadromous fish streams.

Many Federal programs already include habitat conservation measures that are in some cases
developed in cooperation with NOAA Fisheries. If the Federal agency already implements
habitat conservation measures as part of the program, NOAA Fisheries may adopt these measures
as EFH Conservation Recommendations (in which case they should be specifically listed as EFH
Conservation Recommendations). Programmatic EFH Conservation Recommendations may be
characterized as requiring revision or augmentation during an individual consultation, if certain
thresholds are exceeded (i.e., above a certain acreage, in certain habitats).

Contents of Document Transmitting EFH Conservation Recommendations

When the EFH Conservation Recommendations are final, NOAA Fisheries must provide them to
the Federal agency in writing. The document containing NOAA Fisheries” EFH Conservation
Recommendations for a programmatic consultation should contain:

. a description of the program

. a description of the EFH affected by program activities

. a description of the adverse effects on EFH

. programmatic EFH Conservation Recommendations

. how the EFH Conservation Recommendations will address adverse effects
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. any additional consultation required of the agency, e.g., individual consultation for certain
projects

. a concluding section or statement that clarifies that the programmatic consultation
satisfies the MSA consultation requirement and that the agency must respond to the EFH
Conservation Recommendations within 30 days as per the MSA

. the format and schedule of the agency report listing activities authorized under the
program
. the signature of the appropriate NOAA Fisheries person, which could be regional or

headquarters staff, depending on the level at which the consultation was done.

The description of the program, affected EFH, and adverse effects on EFH should be addressed
by the action agency’s programmatic EFH Assessment. The NOAA Fisheries’ document
containing the EFH Conservation Recommendations should briefly summarize the EFH
Assessment, and may contain the entire EFH Assessment as an attachment. The programmatic
consultation may contain other attachments such as a General Concurrence or a finding, if they
were developed as a result of the programmatic consultation.

Federal Agency Response

Once the action agency receives the programmatic EFH Consultation Recommendations, that
agency must respond within 30 days as required by section 305(b)(4)(B) of the MSA.

If the action agency adopts the NOAA Fisheries EFH Conservation Recommendations as a
requirement of the program, no further EFH consultation is required (except for those cases
identified in the consultation document where individual consultation has been specified).

If the action agency does not adopt the programmatic EFH Conservation Recommendations as a
requirement of their program, one of two options may be pursued: the agency and NOAA
Fisheries may conduct an individual EFH consultation on each of the program actions; or the
agency may agree to consider adopting the programmatic Conservation Recommendations on a
case-by-case basis. If the agency decides on a case-by-case basis whether or not to implement
the EFH Conservation Recommendations, NOAA Fisheries may include as an EFH Conservation
Recommendation that any time the agency does not implement one of the programmatic EFH
consultation recommendations for a specific project, that agency should conduct an individual
EFH consultation. This would allow NOAA Fisheries the opportunity to propose alternative
EFH Conservation Recommendations when the programmatic recommendations are not
implemented. Alternatively, if individual EFH consultation probably would not result in EFH
Conservation Recommendations that are different from those made programmatically, NOAA
Fisheries may simply require the action agency to provide a response letter for each of the
program actions. This response letter would indicate whether or not the programmatic EFH
Conservation Recommendations were being implemented for individual program actions.
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Changes, Tracking, and Review

The action agency should be advised to contact NOAA Fisheries if the program changes, so that
the Conservation Recommendations can be revised as necessary. NOAA Fisheries should
contact the action agency if new information becomes available or if environmental conditions
change such that revised or additional EFH Conservation Recommendations are needed. Even if
an agency does not agree to reinitiate consultation in light of changes or new information, NOAA
Fisheries must provide additional EFH Conservation Recommendations, to which the agency
must respond, if NOAA Fisheries determines that there would be an adverse effect on EFH.

The action agency should send NOAA Fisheries a report (generally annually, but other time
periods may also be appropriate) listing actions authorized under the program. The format and
schedule of the report should be specified in the consultation document.

NOAA Fisheries should review all programmatic EFH Conservation Recommendations
periodically, at least once every five years, to ensure that they are based on the best scientific
information. NOAA Fisheries may want to set an expiration date of five years or less for a
programmatic consultation to ensure that it is reviewed and that the EFH Conservation
Recommendations are reevaluated. NOAA Fisheries should also review all programmatic
consultations if EFH designations are changed in areas where activities covered by the
programmatic consultation occur.
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6. Coordination with Fishery Management Councils

The EFH guidelines direct the Councils and NOAA Fisheries to cooperate as closely as possible
to identify actions that may adversely affect EFH, to develop comments and EFH Conservation
Recommendations to Federal and state agencies, and to provide EFH information to Federal or
state agencies. NOAA Fisheries is further directed to work with each Council to share
information and to coordinate Council and NOAA Fisheries comments and recommendations on
actions that may adversely affect EFH (50 CFR 600.905(c)). Throughout the EFH guidelines,
NOAA Fisheries is required to coordinate with the Councils for specific actions such as: sending
the appropriate Council(s) a copy of EFH Conservation Recommendations (50 CFR 600.925(d)),
sending the appropriate Council(s) a copy of General Concurrences (50 CFR 600.920 (g)(5)),
coordinating with the Council on site visits (50 CFR 600.920(1)(3)(ii)), and requesting further
review of a Federal agency decision if it is contrary to Council EFH Conservation
Recommendations (50 CFR 600.920(k)(2)).
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7. EFH Conservation Recommendations to State Agencies

State agencies are not required to consult with NOAA Fisheries or the Councils on state actions
that may adversely affect EFH. However, NOAA Fisheries is required to provide EFH
Conservation Recommendations on any Federal or state action that would adversely affect EFH.

Each NOAA Fisheries Region should use existing coordination procedures under statutes such as
the Coastal Zone Management Act or establish new procedures to identify state actions that may
adversely affect EFH, and for determining the most appropriate method for providing EFH
Conservation Recommendations to the state agency.

When an action that would adversely affect EFH requires authorization or funding by both
Federal and state agencies, NOAA Fisheries will provide the appropriate state agencies with
copies of EFH Conservation Recommendations developed as part of the Federal consultation
procedures. NOAA Fisheries will also seek agreements on sharing information and EFH
Conservation Recommendations with Federal or state agencies conducting similar consultation
and recommendation processes, €.g., review by a state fish and wildlife agency, to ensure
coordination of these efforts.
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Appendix A - Statutory and Regulatory Language

The following material contains selected text from the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation
and Management Act (MSA) and the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) applicable to EFH
consultations. Note that these excerpts do not represent all of the EFH consultation statutory and
regulatory language. To view all of the EFH consultation text in the MSA and CFR, see 16
U.S.C. 1855 and 50 CFR §§ 600.905 - 600.930

Statutory (MSA) Language for EFH Consultation with Federal Agencies

16 U.S.C. 1855(b)(2); MSA § 305(b)(2)

Each Federal agency shall consult with the Secretary with respect to any action authorized,
funded, or undertaken, or proposed to be authorized, funded, or undertaken, by such agency that
may adversely affect any essential fish habitat identified under this Act.

16 U.S.C. 1855(b)(4)(A); MSA § 305(b)(4)(A)

If the Secretary receives information from a Council or Federal or State agency or determines
from other sources that an action authorized, funded, or undertaken, or proposed to be
authorized, funded, or undertaken, by any Federal or state agency would adversely affect any
essential fish habitat identified under this Act, the Secretary shall recommend to such agency
measures that can be undertaken by such agency to conserve such habitat.

16 U.S.C. 1855(b)(4)(B); MSA § 305(b)(4)(B)

Within 30 days after receiving a recommendation under subparagraph (A), a Federal agency shall
provide a detailed response in writing to any Council commenting under paragraph (3) and the
Secretary regarding the matter. The response shall include a description of the measures
proposed by the agency for avoiding, mitigating, or offsetting the impact of the activity on such
habitat. In the case of a response that is inconsistent with the recommendations of the Secretary,
the Federal agency shall explain its reasons for not following the recommendations.

Guidelines (CFR) for Consultation in General

50 CFR § 600.920(a)

(1) Actions requiring consultation. Pursuant to section 305(b)(2) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act,
Federal agencies must consult with NOAA Fisheries regarding any of their actions authorized,
funded, or undertaken, or proposed to be authorized, funded, or undertaken that may adversely
affect EFH. EFH consultation is not required for actions that were completed prior to the
approval of EFH designations by the Secretary, e.g., issued permits. Consultation is required for
renewals, reviews, or substantial revisions of actions if the renewal, review, or revision may
adversely affect EFH. Consultation on Federal programs delegated to non-Federal entities is
required at the time of delegation, review, and renewal of the delegation. EFH consultation is
required for any Federal funding of actions that may adversely affect EFH. NOAA Fisheries and
Federal agencies responsible for funding actions that may adversely affect EFH should consult on
a programmatic level under paragraph (j) of this section, if appropriate, with respect to these
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actions. Consultation is required for emergency Federal actions that may adversely affect EFH,
such as hazardous material clean-up, response to natural disasters, or actions to protect public
safety. Federal agencies should contact NOAA Fisheries early in emergency response planning,
but may consult after-the-fact if consultation on an expedited basis is not practicable before
taking the action.

Guidelines (CFR) for Use of Existing Procedures

50 CFR § 600.920(f)
(1) Purpose and criteria. Consultation and commenting under sections 305(b)(2) and 305(b)(4)
of the Magnuson-Stevens Act should be consolidated, where appropriate, with interagency
consultation, coordination, and environmental review procedures required by other statutes, such
as NEPA, the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act, Clean Water Act, ESA, and Federal Power
Act. The requirements of sections 305(b)(2) and 305(b)(4) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act,
including consultations that would be considered to be abbreviated or expanded consultations
under paragraphs (h) and (i) of this section, can be combined with existing procedures required
by other statutes if such processes meet, or are modified to meet, the following criteria:
(1) The existing process must provide NOAA Fisheries with timely notification of actions
that may adversely affect EFH. The Federal agency should notify NOAA Fisheries
according to the same time frames for notification (or for public comment) as in the
existing process. Whenever possible, NOAA Fisheries should have at least 60 days
notice prior to a final decision on an action, or at least 90 days if the action would result
in substantial adverse impacts. NOAA Fisheries and the action agency may agree to use
shorter time frames provided they allow sufficient time for NOAA Fisheries to develop
EFH Conservation Recommendations.
(i) Notification must include an assessment of the impacts of the action on EFH that
meets the requirements for EFH Assessments contained in paragraph (e) of this section.
If the EFH Assessment is contained in another document, the Federal agency must
identify that section of the document as the EFH Assessment.
(ii1)) NOAA Fisheries must have made a finding pursuant to paragraph (f)(3) of this
section that the existing process can be used to satisfy the requirements of sections
305(b)(2) and 305(b)(4) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act.
(2) NOAA Fisheries response to Federal agency. If an existing environmental review process is
used to fulfill the EFH consultation requirements, the comment deadline for that process should
apply to the submittal of NOAA Fisheries’ EFH Conservation Recommendations under section
305(b)(4)(A) of the MSA, unless NOAA Fisheries and the Federal agency agree to a different
deadline. If NOAA Fisheries’ EFH Conservation Recommendations are combined with other
agency comments on a Federal action, such as NOAA comments on a draft Environmental
Impact Statement, the EFH Conservation Recommendations will be clearly identified as such
(e.g., a section in the comment letter entitled “EFH Conservation Recommendations™) and a
Federal agency response pursuant to section 305(b)(4)(B) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act is
required for only the identified portion of the comments.
(3) NOAA Fisheries finding. A Federal agency with an existing environmental review process
should contact NOAA Fisheries at the appropriate level (regional offices for regional processes,
headquarters office for national processes) to discuss how to combine the EFH consultation
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requirements with the existing process, with or without modifications. If, at the conclusion of
these discussions, NOAA Fisheries determines that the existing or modified process meets the
criteria of paragraph (f)(1) of this section, NOAA Fisheries will make a finding that the process
can be used to satisfy the EFH consultation requirements of the Magnuson-Stevens Act. If
NOAA Fisheries does not make such a finding, or if there are no existing consultation processes
relevant to the Federal agency’s actions, the agency and NOAA Fisheries should follow one of
the approaches for consultation discussed in the following sections.

Guidelines (CFR) for General Concurrences

50 CFR § 600.920(g)
(1) Purpose. A General Concurrence identifies specific types of Federal actions that may
adversely affect EFH, but for which no further consultation is generally required because NOAA
Fisheries has determined, through an analysis of that type of action, that it will likely result in no
more than minimal adverse effects individually and cumulatively. General Concurrences may be
national or regional in scope.
(2) Criteria.
(1) For Federal actions to qualify for General Concurrence, NOAA Fisheries must
determine that the actions meet all of the following criteria:
(A) The actions must be similar in nature and similar in their impact on EFH.
(B) The actions must not cause greater than minimal adverse effects on EFH
when implemented individually.
(C) The actions must not cause greater than minimal cumulative adverse effects
on EFH.
(i1) Actions qualifying for General Concurrence must be tracked to ensure that their
cumulative effects are no more than minimal. In most cases, tracking actions covered by
a General Concurrence will be the responsibility of the Federal agency. However, NOAA
Fisheries may agree to track such actions. Tracking should include numbers of actions
and the amount and type of habitat adversely affected, and should specify the baseline
against which the actions will be tracked. The agency responsible for tracking such
actions should make the information available to NOAA Fisheries, the applicable
Council(s), and to the public on an annual basis.
(ii1) Categories of Federal actions may also qualify for General Concurrence if they are
modified by appropriate conditions that ensure the actions will meet the criteria in
paragraph (g)(2)(i) of this section. For example, NOAA Fisheries may provide General
Concurrence for additional actions contingent upon project size limitations, seasonal
restrictions, or other conditions.
(iv) If a General Concurrence is proposed for actions that may adversely affect habitat
areas of particular concern, the General Concurrence should be subject to a higher level
of scrutiny than a General Concurrence not involving a habitat area of particular concern.
(3) General Concurrence development. A Federal agency may request a General Concurrence
for a category of its actions by providing NOAA Fisheries with an EFH Assessment containing a
description of the nature and approximate number of the actions, an analysis of the effects of the
actions on EFH, including cumulative effects, and the Federal agency’s conclusions regarding the
magnitude of such effects. If NOAA Fisheries agrees that the actions fit the criteria in paragraph
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(2)(2)(1) of this section, NOAA Fisheries will provide the Federal agency with a written
statement of General Concurrence that further consultation is not required. If NOAA Fisheries
does not agree that the actions fit the criteria in paragraph (g)(2)(i) of this section, NOAA
Fisheries will notify the Federal agency that a General Concurrence will not be issued and that
another type of consultation will be required. If NOAA Fisheries identifies specific types of
Federal actions that may meet the requirements for a General Concurrence, NOAA Fisheries may
initiate and complete a General Concurrence.

(4) Further consultation. NOAA Fisheries may request notification for actions covered under a
General Concurrence if NOAA Fisheries concludes there are circumstances under which such
actions could result in more than a minimal impact on EFH, or if it determines that there is no
process in place to adequately assess the cumulative impacts of actions covered under the
General Concurrence. NOAA Fisheries may request further consultation for these actions on a
case-by-case basis. Each General Concurrence should establish specific procedures for further
consultation, if appropriate.

(5) Notification. After completing a General Concurrence, NOAA Fisheries will provide a copy
to the appropriate Council(s) and will make the General Concurrence available to the public by
posting the document on the internet or through other appropriate means.

(6) Revisions. NOAA Fisheries will periodically review and revise its General Concurrences, as
appropriate.

Guidelines (CFR) for Abbreviated Consultations

50 CFR § 600.920(h)

(1) Purpose and criteria. Abbreviated consultation allows NMFS to determine quickly whether,
and to what degree, a Federal action may adversely affect EFH. Federal actions that may
adversely affect EFH should be addressed through the abbreviated consultation procedures when
those actions do not qualify for a General Concurrence, but do not have the potential to cause
substantial adverse effects on EFH. For example, the abbreviated consultation procedures should
be used when the adverse effect(s) of an action could be alleviated through minor modifications.
(2) Notification by agency and submittal of EFH Assessment. Abbreviated consultation begins
when NMFS receives from the Federal agency an EFH Assessment in accordance with paragraph
(e) of this section and a written request for consultation.

(3) NMES response to Federal agency. If NMFS determines, contrary to the Federal agency's
assessment, that an action would not adversely affect EFH, or if NMFS determines that no EFH
Conservation Recommendations are needed, NMFS will notify the Federal agency either
informally or in writing of its determination. If NMFS believes that the action may result in
substantial adverse effects on EFH, or that additional analysis is needed to assess the effects of
the action, NMFS will request in writing that the Federal agency initiate expanded consultation.
Such request will explain why NMFS believes expanded consultation is needed and will specify
any new information needed. If expanded consultation is not necessary, NMFS will provide EFH
Conservation Recommendations, if appropriate, pursuant to section 305(b)(4)(A) of the
Magnuson-Stevens Act.

(4) Timing. The Federal agency must submit its EFH Assessment to NMFS as soon as
practicable, but at least 60 days prior to a final decision on the action. NMFS must respond in
writing within 30 days. NMFS and the Federal agency may agree to use a compressed schedule in
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cases where regulatory approvals or emergency situations cannot accommodate 30 days for
consultation, or to conduct consultation earlier in the planning cycle for actions with lengthy
approval processes.

Guidelines (CFR) for Expanded Consultations

50 CFR § 600.920(i)
(1) Purpose and criteria. Expanded consultation allows maximum opportunity for NMFS and
the Federal agency to work together to review the action's impacts on EFH and to develop EFH
Conservation Recommendations. Expanded consultation procedures must be used for Federal
actions that would result in substantial adverse effects to EFH. Federal agencies are encouraged
to contact NMFS at the earliest opportunity to discuss whether the adverse effects of an action
make expanded consultation appropriate.
(2) Notification by agency and submittal of EFH Assessment. Expanded consultation begins
when NMFS receives from the Federal agency an EFH Assessment in accordance with paragraph
(e) of this section and a written request for expanded consultation. Federal agencies are
encouraged to provide in the EFH Assessment the additional information identified under
paragraph (e)(4) of this section to facilitate review of the effects of the action on EFH.
(3) NMES response to Federal agency. NMFS will:
(1) Review the EFH Assessment, any additional information furnished by the Federal
agency, and other relevant information.
(i1) Conduct a site visit, if appropriate, to assess the quality of the habitat and to clarify
the impacts of the Federal agency action. Such a site visit should be coordinated with the
Federal agency and appropriate Council(s), if feasible.
(ii1) Coordinate its review of the action with the appropriate Council(s).
(iv) Discuss EFH Conservation Recommendations with the Federal agency and provide
such recommendations to the Federal agency, pursuant to section 305(b)(4)(A) of the
Magnuson-Stevens Act.
(4) Timing. The Federal agency must submit its EFH Assessment to NMFS as soon as
practicable, but at least 90 days prior to a final decision on the action. NMFS must respond
within 60 days of submittal of a complete EFH Assessment unless consultation is extended by
agreement between NMFS and the Federal agency. NMFS and Federal agencies may agree to use
a compressed schedule in cases where regulatory approvals or emergency situations cannot
accommodate 60 days for consultation, or to conduct consultation earlier in the planning cycle
for actions with lengthy approval processes.

Guidelines (CFR) for Programmatic Consultations

50 CFR § 600.920(j)

(1) Purpose. Programmatic consultation provides a means for NOAA Fisheries and a Federal
agency to consult regarding a potentially large number of individual actions that may adversely
affect EFH. Programmatic consultation will generally be the most appropriate option to address
funding programs, large-scale planning efforts, and other instances where sufficient information
is available to address all reasonably foreseeable adverse effects on EFH of an entire program,
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parts of a program, or a number of similar individual actions occurring within a given geographic
area.

(2) Process. A Federal agency may request programmatic consultation by providing NOAA
Fisheries with an EFH Assessment in accordance with paragraph (e) of this section. The
description of the proposed action in the EFH Assessment should describe the program and the
nature and approximate number (annually or by some other appropriate time frame) of the
actions. NOAA Fisheries may also initiate programmatic consultation by requesting pertinent
information from a Federal agency.

(3) NOAA Fisheries response to Federal agency. NOAA Fisheries will respond to the Federal
agency with programmatic EFH Conservation Recommendations and, if applicable, will identify
any potential adverse effects that could not be addressed programmatically and require project-
specific consultation. NOAA Fisheries may also determine that programmatic consultation is not
appropriate, in which case all EFH Conservation Recommendations will be deferred to
project-specific consultations. If appropriate, NOAA Fisheries’ response may include a General
Concurrence for activities that qualify under paragraph (g) of this section.

Guidelines (CFR) Describing Responsibilities of Federal Agencies Following
Receipt of EFH Conservation Recommendations

50 CFR § 600.920(k)

(1) Federal agency response. As required by section 305(b)(4)(B) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act,
the Federal agency must provide a detailed response in writing to NMFS and to any Council
commenting on the action under section 305(b)(3) of the, or offsetting the impact of the activity
on EFH. In the case of a response that is inconsistent with NMFS Conservation
Recommendations, the Federal agency Magnuson-Stevens Act within 30 days after receiving an
EFH Conservation Recommendation from NMFS. Such a response must be provided at least 10
days prior to final approval of the action if the response is inconsistent with any of NMFS' EFH
Conservation Recommendations, unless NMFS and the Federal agency have agreed to use
alternative time frames for the Federal agency response. The response must include a description
of measures proposed by the agency for avoiding, mitigating must explain its reasons for not
following the recommendations, including the scientific justification for any disagreements with
NMEFS over the anticipated effects of the action and the measures needed to avoid, minimize,
mitigate, or offset such effects.

(2) Further review of decisions inconsistent with NMFS or Council recommendations. If a
Federal agency decision is inconsistent with a NMFS EFH Conservation Recommendation, the
Assistant Administrator for Fisheries may request a meeting with the head of the Federal agency,
as well as with any other agencies involved, to discuss the action and opportunities for resolving
any disagreements. If a Federal agency decision is also inconsistent with a Council
recommendation made pursuant to section 305(b)(3) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act, the Council
may request that the Assistant Administrator initiate further review of the Federal agency's
decision and involve the Council in any interagency discussion to resolve disagreements with the
Federal agency. The Assistant Administrator will make every effort to accommodate such a
request. NMFS may develop written procedures to further define such review processes.
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Appendix B - Examples of EFH Documents
Example of a Finding for NEPA
Example of language indicating that NOAA Fisheries cannot make an EFH Finding
Example of Response to a Request For Concurrence
Example of an interim response letter
Example of a Programmatic Consultation on a Forest Plan
Example of a Request for a General Concurrence
Example of a General Concurrence for Corps Projects
Example of a General Concurrence for Corps Permits
Example of an EFH Assessment for abbreviated consultation

NOAA Fisheries Decision Tree for EFH Consultation
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EXAMPLE OF A FINDING FOR NEPA

General xxxx

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
North Atlantic Division

New York, NY

Dear General xxxx:

The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MSA) requires Federal
agencies such as the Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) to consult with the Secretary of
Commerce regarding any action or proposed action authorized, funded, or undertaken by the
agency that may adversely affect Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) identified under the Act. The first
designations of EFH will become effective in March 1999 after they are approved by the
Secretary. National Marine Fisheries Service (NOAA Fisheries) personnel have discussed the
new EFH requirements with your staff and both agencies have agreed to use the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process to carry out EFH consultations for ACOE civil works
projects throughout the North Atlantic Division as described below.

The EFH guidelines, 50 CFR 600.920(f), enable Federal agencies to use existing
consultation/environmental review procedures to satisfy the MSA consultation requirements if
the existing procedures meet the following criteria: 1) the existing process must provide NOAA
Fisheries with timely notification of actions that may adversely affect EFH (50 CFR
600.920(f)(1)(1)); 2) notification must include an assessment of impacts of the proposed action on
EFH (50 CFR 600.920(f)(1)(i1)); and, 3) NOAA Fisheries must have made a finding pursuant to
50 CFR 600.920(f)(3) that the existing process satisfies the requirements of section 305(b)(