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NOAA AWARDS $370,000 TO RESTORE ALASKA SALMON HABITAT

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) announced it will
fund three community-based fish habitat restoration projects in Alaska. The awards
dedicate over $370,000 for salmon habitat work in Moose Creek, Pullen Creek and
Eyak Lake. Alaska'’s three restoration projects are among 20 such projects funded this
year around the nation through NOAA’s Community-based Restoration Program.

“The funding NOAA provides in partnership with the Taiya Inlet Watershed
Council, the Chickaloon Village Traditional Council, and the Copper River Watershed
Project demonstrates our commitment to restoring vital fisheries habitat,” said retired
Navy Vice Adm. Conrad C. Lautenbacher, Ph.D., under secretary of commerce for
oceans and atmosphere and NOAA administrator. “These habitat restoration efforts
support NOAA'’s goal of ecosystem-based management, and promote local stewardship
of the habitats that sustain our nation’s fisheries resources.”

The first of the three projects, Moose Creek, located near the town of Sutton,
historically provided salmon resources for the Chickaloon Tribe until railroad
construction formed waterfalls too large for salmon to pass. With NOAA funds, the
Chickaloon Village Traditional Council aims to decrease the grade of the waterfalls.
They also plan to restore fish passage to more than five miles of spawning and rearing
habitats for returning chinook and coho salmon by re-constructing the original stream
channel around the waterfall.

“Traditional ecological knowledge guided this project and made it happen. The
tribe is very happy to see ground work being performed to bring back this important
resource,” said Angela Wade, Tribal Environmental program director.

The second project will work to restore fish habitat along Pullen Creek, which
flows through the city of Skagway. Urbanization and culverts that limit fish passage
have reduced the amount of fish habitat available to the populations of pink, coho and
chinook salmon as well as Dolly Varden char the creek supports.

Restoration work in this area would “provide spawning and rearing habitat for
native coho and Dolly Varden, allowing for increases in angling and viewing
opportunities. The presence of these fish is important for the community as well as an
educational tool for the many tourists that visit Skagway,” said Amber Bethe of the Taiya
Inlet Watershed Council.
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NOAA Funding for the third restoration project along Eyak Lake, supports plans
drafted by The City of Cordova, the Native Village of Eyak and the Alaska Department
of Fish and Game to remove culverts and abandoned docks on the lake directly over
previously used spawning grounds. Concerns about development encroaching on the
spawning habitat of sockeye salmon in Eyak Lake spurred the groups to draft the joint
plan.

“This is a million dollar lake based on the value of sockeye,” said Kristin Smith of
the Copper River Watershed Project. “There is a direct connection between salmon
habitat, salmon runs and the livelihood of the people in our community.”

The NOAA Restoration Center Community-based Restoration Program (CRP) is
a financial and technical assistance program that promotes strong partnerships at the
national, regional, and local level to restore fisheries habitat. NOAA CRP works with
organizations and government to support locally-driven habitat restoration projects in
marine, estuarine, and riparian areas. NOAA CRP funds on-the-ground habitat
restoration projects that offer educational and social benefits for citizens and their
communities, and provide long-term ecological benefits for fishery resources. Since
1996, more than 900 projects in 26 states have been implemented using NOAA funding
and leveraged funding from national and regional habitat restoration partners.

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, an agency of the
U.S. Commerce Department, is dedicated to enhancing economic security
and national safety through the prediction and research of weather and
climate-related events and providing environmental stewardship of our
nation’s coastal and marine resources.

Through the emerging Global Earth Observation System of Systems (GEOSS),
NOAA is working with our federal partners and nearly 60 countries to
develop a global Earth observation network that is as integrated as the
planet it observes, predicts and protects.
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On the Web:

NOAA: http://www.noaa.gov
Community-based Restoration Program: http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/habitat/restoration



