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NOAA AWARDS $52,000 FOR THE REMOVAL OF INVASIVE NON-NATIVE 
SEAWEED FROM MONTEREY HARBOR 

 
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) awarded a 

$52,624 grant to the Monterey Bay Sanctuary Foundation to reduce the threat of 
Undaria Pinnatifida – a non-native kelp – spreading throughout Monterey Harbor and 
other harbors and ports along the California coast.  The project is funded by the 
Community-based Restoration Program within the NOAA Fisheries Service, Restoration 
Center. 

  
This year’s funding supports an ongoing, non-funded volunteer effort to manually 

remove invasive kelp within the 13-acre Monterey Harbor.  Volunteers from the local 
community conduct the removal effort.  Divers, students, scientists, private donors and 
individual supporters all play a crucial role in this effort. 
 

“The partnership between NOAA and the Monterey Bay Sanctuary Foundation 
demonstrates both organizations' commitment to restoring fisheries habitat,” said retired 
Navy Vice Adm. Conrad C. Lautenbacher, Ph.D., under secretary of commerce for 
oceans and atmosphere and NOAA administrator.  “These habitat restoration efforts 
support NOAA’s approach of ecosystem-based management, and promote local 
stewardship of the habitats that sustain our nation’s fisheries resources.” 
 

“Reducing the growth and spread of Undaria through the efforts of this coalition 
of volunteers and agency staff is vital,” said Fred Meurer, City Manager for Monterey.  
“To have a significant impact and to control the spread of this invasive kelp, we needed 
to increase our removal efforts by recruiting more volunteers and using them on a 
regular basis.  The grant from NOAA will help us to do that.” 
 

The Asian kelp Undaria pinnatifida, also known as wakame, is listed as one of 
the “100 worst invaders” in the Global Invasive Species Database.  In August 2001, the 
seaweed was discovered in Monterey Harbor and risked spreading to the open 
California coast.  Because of Undaria pinnatifida’s rapid reproduction, high density, and 
canopy-forming growth form, Undaria pinnatifida would likely influence the structure and 
function of the highly productive and species rich coastal community.   
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The Monterey Bay Sanctuary Foundation was established in 1995 and was 

formed to advance the understanding and protection of the Monterey Bay National 
Marine Sanctuary and the adjoining coast and ocean.  The Foundation focuses its 
efforts on conducting research and educating the public about the extraordinary 
environment and resources of the Central California Coast.  The Foundation will work 
with the City of Monterey, the Monterey Harbor Master and Monterey Bay National 
Marine Sanctuary, to organize, oversee and educate volunteers on the Undaria removal 
project.   
 

The NOAA Restoration Center Community-based Restoration Program is a 
financial and technical assistance program that promotes strong partnerships at the 
national, regional and local level to restore fisheries habitat.  NOAA CRP works with 
organizations and government to support locally-driven habitat restoration projects in 
marine, estuarine and riparian areas.  NOAA CRP funds on-the-ground habitat 
restoration projects that (1) offer educational and social benefits for citizens and their 
communities, and (2) provide long-term ecological benefits for fishery resources.  Since 
1996, more than 900 projects in 26 states have been implemented using NOAA funding  
and leveraged funding from national and regional habitat restoration partners.   
 

Each year, NOAA awards approximately $900 million in grants to members of the 
academic, scientific, and business communities to assist the agency in fulfilling its 
mission to study the Earth’s natural systems in order to predict environmental change, 
manage ocean resources, protect life and property, and provide decision makers with 
reliable scientific information.  NOAA goals and programs reflect a commitment to these 
basic responsibilities of science and service to the nation for the past 35 years. 
 
 The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, an agency of the U.S. 
Commerce Department, is dedicated to enhancing economic security and national 
safety through the prediction and research of weather and climate-related events and 
providing environmental stewardship of our nation’s coastal and marine resources. 
Through the emerging Global Earth Observation System of Systems (GEOSS), NOAA 
is working with our federal partners and nearly 60 countries to develop a global Earth 
observation network that is as integrated as the planet it observes, predicts and 
protects. 
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On the Web: 
NOAA: http://www.noaa.gov 
Community-based Restoration Program: http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/habitat/restoration 
 
 


