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Chesapeake Bay Coastal Resources 

Conservation Initiative
What:  This initiative seeks to encourage local governments and community groups to become involved in efforts to improve the diverse coastal resources of Chesapeake Bay.  Specifically, this initiative offers financial and technical assistance to support projects that protect and restore critical coastal habitats such as tidal marshes, oyster reefs and submerged aquatic vegetation and that improve habitat for anadramous fish species such as shad and herring.  Since 2001, this initiative has awarded over $1.2 million to 34 projects in Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia and the District of Columbia through the Chesapeake Bay Small Watershed Grants Program.

Who: Primary funding and technical assistance for this initiative is provided by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Restoration Center and the NOAA Chesapeake Bay Office. 

Funding Priorities: Priorities for funding include the restoration or enhancement of degraded or altered coastal and freshwater anadromous fish habitats.  There is a strong preference for funding on-the-ground projects that restore habitats to a close approximation of their condition prior to disturbance.  Restoration may include, but is not limited to: 

· planting of native coastal wetland and submerged aquatic vegetation; 

· improvement of coastal wetland tidal exchange or reestablishment of historic hydrology; 

· “living shorelines”;

· dam removal or improvement or reestablishment of fish passage structures to benefit anadramous fish species;

· oyster reef restoration; 

· establishment of riparian buffer zones and improvement of freshwater habitat features that support anadromous fishes; 

· enhancement of feeding, spawning and growth areas essential to marine or anadromous fish.

In general, proposed projects should clearly demonstrate anticipated benefits to habitats, such as salt marshes, seagrass beds, oyster reefs, and riparian habitat near rivers, streams and creeks used or formerly used by anadromous fish.

Special Considerations:  Given some of the technical complexities associated with these types of projects, local governments and community groups seeking to be involved in coastal habitat projects are strongly encourage to collaborate with federal and state agencies, universities and others to ensure projects are properly designed.  For projects that may require federal or state permits, applicants are also encouraged to initiate discussions with the appropriate regulatory agencies prior to submitting a request for funding.  

For Further Information:  Applicants to the Chesapeake Bay Small Watershed Grants who are considering coastal or anadromous fish projects are encouraged to coordinate with Rich Takacs prior to proposal submission.


Rich Takacs, NOAA Restoration Center


410 Severn Ave., Suite 107A


Annapolis, MD 21403


Tel: (410) 267-5672


Fax: (410) 267-5666


E-mail: rich.takacs@noaa.gov 

Or visit the NOAA Restoration Center website at www.nmfs.noaa.gov/habitat/restoration/community
