
NOAA Restoration Center 
Minimum Project Monitoring/Evaluation Requirements 

In accordance with the Estuary Restoration Act of 2000 (ERA), Title I of the Estuaries and Clean 
Waters Act of 2000, the NOAA Restoration Center requires minimum elements of habitat 
restoration efforts be evaluated for success.  This requirement is designed to minimize financial 
and labor resource needs while allowing for a quantitative evaluation of restoration results. 

The evaluation requirements are as follows (see Endnotes and Examples for more information): 

Before the project begins: 

1. 	 Develop at least one clearly stated goal (i.e., large scale, idealistic, long-term)a. 
2. 	 Develop at least two objective statements related to the project goal; one each for 

structural and functional elements of the project (i.e., realistic, measurable)b. 
3. 	 Select one parameter to be evaluated (i.e., thing to be measured) for each objective 

statementc. 
4. 	 Define a target value for each parameter (i.e., a realistic value that represents success 

for the defined objective)d. 
5. 	 Define a reference value for each parameter (i.e., a value that represents ideal 


conditions)e. 


To conduct the project evaluation: 

1. 	 Measure each selected parameters as often as necessary to meet the intent of the 
objective, including one sampling date before the beginning of the project workf. 

2. 	 For each sampling date (minimum of one in addition to the pre-project sampling), indicate 
whether the target value was reached for each measured parameterg. 

When developing your restoration monitoring plan, please consult an expert and refer to  
A Framework for Monitoring Plans under the Estuaries and Clean Waters Act of 2000 at: 
http://coastalscience.noaa.gov/ecosystems/estuaries/restoration_monitoring.html for more 
information. 

A spreadsheet example of how this may be implemented/reported is shown on the last pages of 
this document. 
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