
United Nations (UN) Atlas of the Oceans Agreement 

 
The UN Oceans Atlas is Internet-based, containing information relevant to sustainable development of the oceans 

and to the advancement of ocean science.  It is designed for use by policy makers needing to become familiar with 

ocean issues and by scientists and resource managers needing access to underlying data bases and approaches to 

sustainability.  The Atlas includes: (1) background on the oceans--from how they were formed, to their physiology, 

biology, and climatology; (2) uses of the oceans--from food to shipping, mining, energy, etc.; and (3) ocean issues, 

such as sustainability, food security, global climate change, and pollution.  The project was initially funded by the 

UN Foundation.  Six UN agencies having mandates for oceans and coasts (e.g., UNEP, WMO, IOC) have 

committed fiscal resources to the project.  FAO conducts the project on behalf of the UN because of their expertise 

in building atlases in support of global decision making and research.  

 

Website address:  http://www.oceansatlas.org/ 
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