 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC)
APEC was established in 1989 to promote open trade and economic cooperation among economies around the Pacific Rim, and, under APEC, the Fisheries Working Group (FWG) was formed in 1991.  The FWG meets annually, and deliberates on a broad range of living marine resource issues and specific project proposals.  The 21 APEC Economies are invited to these FWG meetings.  In recent years, the FWG has concentrated in the areas of management; trade and marketing; seafood inspection training; aquaculture; and various environmental issues.  

The 16th meeting of the FWG took place May 17-20, 2005, in Phuket, Thailand.  This was a joint meeting of the APEC FWG and the APEC Marine Resources Conservation (MRC) Working Group.  Much of this meeting focused on development of the provisional agenda and draft Ministerial Declaration for the 2nd APEC Oceans Ministerial Meeting, which took place in Bali, Indonesia, on September 16-17, 2005.  The 17th meeting of the APEC FWG will be in Taipei, Taiwan, on May 10-12, 2006.

For more information on the activities of the FWG and MRC, see the APEC web site:  http://www.apecsec.org.sg/
Staff Contact
NOAA Fisheries:
Patrick E. Moran

Office of International Affairs (F/IA2) 

National Marine Fisheries Service, NOAA

1315 East-West Highway

Silver Spring, MD  20910

Telephone:  (301) 713-2276

Fax:  (301) 713-2313

E-mail:  pat.moran@noaa.gov

