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The signing of the North American Free Trade Act (NAFTA) in 1993 created the world’s largest trading bloc.  

At the same time, the NAFTA partners (Canada, Mexico, and the United States) sought to build environmental safeguards into the trade liberalization pact and signed the North American Agreement on the Environmental Cooperation, creating the North American Commission for Environmental Cooperation (CEC).  In June 2004, the CEC restructured its programs around three pillars: (1)  Information Sharing for Decision Makers, (2) Capacity Building, and (3) Trade and Environment.  Projects focus on the protection of the North American environment, and therefore trilateral environmental problems, issues and cooperation are given priority in funding.  The CEC biodiversity work program is increasingly addressing the marine environment.
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The CEC’s 4th Meeting of the Biodiversity Working Group met on May 23 in Zacatecas , Mexico.    The 5th Meeting of the Biodiversity Working Group will be held on May 15, 2006, in San Diego, California.    

The 12th Regular Session of the Council of the CEC met on June 21-23, 2005, in Quebec City , Quebec , Canada.
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