 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Treaty on Fisheries Between the Governments of Certain Pacific Island States and

the Government of the United States of America (South Pacific Tuna Treaty -- SPTT)
Implementing Legislation
South Pacific Tuna Act of 1988 as amended (54 FR 4033, January 27, 1989; 56 FR 19312, April 26, 1991).

Parties
The United States, Australia, Cook Islands, Federates States of Micronesia , Fiji, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Nauru, New Zealand, Niue, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu, and Samoa.

Description
The SPTT entered into force in 1988.  After an initial 5-year agreement, the SPTT was extended in 1993 and again in March 2002, when the Parties agreed to amend and extend the Treaty and to extend the related Economic Assistance Agreement between the United States and the Forum Fisheries Agency (FFA) beyond the June 2003 expiration date, for a term of 10 years.  The 2002 extension provides licenses for up to 40 U.S. purse seiners, with an option for 5 additional licenses reserved for joint venture arrangements, to fish for tuna in the EEZ’s of the Pacific Island Parties.  It also contains a number of  amendments to the Treaty and its annexes, such as updating the methods available for reporting; a revised procedure for amending the annexes; a revised observer program fee formula; provisions on the use of a vessel monitoring system (VMS); and general provisions on fishing capacity, revenue sharing, and linkages between the Treaty and the Western and Central Pacific Tuna Convention (WCPTC), among others.  The SPTT agreement expires on June 14, 2013.

The Treaty is said to be working efficiently and to the benefit of all involved.  It has been viewed as a model of international and fishery cooperation.  Issues that arise typically are addressed in formal annual consultations between U.S. Government and Pacific Island States representatives, or during informal discussions which also have taken place on an annual basis..  The Department of State has specific authority to act for the United States.   

Budget
Of the total cost for access under the SPTT, the U.S. tuna industry, as coordinated by the American Tunaboat Owners Association , provides up to  $3 million each year to the Forum Fisheries Agency (FFA) located in Honiara, Solomon Islands.  The FFA Director and staff act as the SPTT Administrators for the Pacific Island Countries party to the agreement.  The FFA deducts a small amount (approx. $500,000) for treaty administration, after which 15 percent of the revenue is divided equally among FFA members, with the remaining balance (85 percent) distributed on a pro rata basis depending on the weight of tuna landed in each respective EEZ.  The Director of the FFA is currently Feleti P. Teo (telephone: 677-21124; fax: 677-23995). 

Also associated with the SPTT is an Economic Assistance Agreement between the U.S. Government (U.S. Agency for International Development) and the FFA.  The U.S. Government pays $18 million annually, subject to the availability of appropriated funds for this purpose, into an economic development fund administered by the FFA.  The FFA ensures that the fund is used to support economic development programs in the region.  Payments to the Pacific Island Countries  under the Economic Assistance Agreement are now the only significant source of U.S. economic support for the stability and security of the region outside the assistance provided to the Freely Associated States.  Under the terms of the SPTT, both the U.S. tuna industry and the U.S. Government annual payments must be made before any fishing licenses will be issued.  In addition to paying access fees, the U.S. tuna industry also pays the FFA costs associated with observer coverage (including training), vessel monitoring system deployment and associated recurring costs, and a regional registration fee.  Under the new agreement, the overall costs of the industry supported observer fund will be based on 25 vessels making an average of five trips and an average observer placement cost of an estimated $4,500 per trip.  Also included are newly agreed costs for program management ($30,000) and training ($17,000) resulting in an estimated total cost to the U.S. industry of $163,822.   

Although the major beneficiaries vary from year to year, on average the Governments of Papua New Guinea, FSM, the Solomon Islands, and Kiribati receive the greatest share of the funds distributed.  For the Tuvalu and Kiribati, revenues derived from tuna access agreements can make up 30-40 percent of the total monies available to those Governments.

U.S. Administration
U.S. operational, administrative, and enforcement commitments under the SPTT are carried out by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS).  These responsibilities are implemented by the NMFS Pacific Islands Regional  Administrator, located in Honolulu, Hawaii.   

Future Meetings
The  Pacific Island Countries confirmed that the next meeting would be held in Hawaii at a date and specific location to be determined.
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Department of State:
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U.S. Department of State
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