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On September 4, 2000, the Convention on the Conservation and Management of Highly Migratory Fish Stocks in the Western and Central Pacific Ocean (WCPFC) was adopted, following seven negotiating sessions spanning 5 years.  The Convention was adopted by 19 states voting in favor1; Japan and Korea voting against; and China, France, and Tonga abstaining.  The differences that concerned those states that abstained or voted against have been substantially resolved. 

The Convention establishes a Commission to conserve and manage highly migratory species in the vast area of the western and central Pacific west of 150° meridian of west longitude, a resource estimated to have an annual ex-vessel value of $1.5-2 billion.  The Pacific Island states and territories control access to the fishing grounds where the majority of the catches occur.  These states and territories provide access to their exclusive economic zones through agreements with distant water fishing states.  For many of the Pacific Island states and territories, these fish stocks are the only significant renewable natural resource and a key to their economic development aspirations.  The United States has been cooperating with them since 1988 under the South Pacific Tuna Treaty; the new Convention will serve to apply the same rules U.S. fishermen have been following to all distant water and coastal states in the region.  These include carrying observers, a vessel monitoring system, restrictions on transshipment, and catch and fishing effort reporting.  The new Convention is fully consistent with the 1995 United Nations Fish Stocks Agreement and other recent global fisheries agreements.

On December 19, 2003, 13 states had ratified the Convention, triggering the entry into force of the Convention on June 19, 2004.  As of December 2005, 28 states, territories or entities had become members under the Convention: Australia, Canada, China, Chinese Taipei (Taiwan), Cook Islands, European Community, France, Fiji, Federated States of Micronesia, French Polynesia, Japan, Kiribati, Korea, Marshall Islands, Nauru, New Caledonia, New Zealand, Niue, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tokelau, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu, and Wallis and Futuna.  The first meeting of the Commission occurred in December 2004, in Pohnpei, Federated States of Micronesia (FSM), the designated home of the Commission.  During that meeting, the members adopted a variety of administrative matters as recommended by the Preparatory Conferences and resolved to begin to consider the development of conservation and management measures for bigeye and yellowfin tuna.  The second meeting of the Commission took place December 12-16, 2005, in Pohnpei, FSM, and adopted conservation and management measures for bigeye and yellowfin tuna, northern and southern albacore tuna, and resolutions regarding fishing capacity and bycatch of non-target species, seabirds, and sea turtles.  The next annual meeting of the Commission will take place in Apia, Samoa, on December 11-15, 2006.  Matters relevant to the Convention, the Commission, and the activities of the Preparatory Conference can be found at http://www.wcpfc.org/.
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	1  Australia, Canada, Cook Islands, Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji, Indonesia, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Nauru, New Zealand, Niue, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tuvalu, United States, and Vanuatu.





