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Basic Instrument
Article VI-1 of the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) Constitution.  Resolution 4/61of the FAO Council at its Sixty-first Session in November 1973.  Statutes amended by FAO Council in December 1978.

Implementing Legislation
None.

Member Nations
Antigua and Barbuda, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominica, France, European Community, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Japan, Korea (Rep. of), Mexico, Netherlands, Nicaragua, Panama, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Spain, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, United Kingdom, United States, and Venezuela.

Commission Headquarters
FAO Sub-Regional Office for the Caribbean

6th Floor, Tom Adams Financial Centre

P.O. Box 631C

Bridgetown, Barbados 

Secretary:  Mr. Bisessar Chakalall

Telephone:  246 426 7110  

Fax:  246 426 7111

Web address:  http://www.fao.org/fi/body/rfb/WECAFC/wecafc_contacts.htm

U.S. Representation
The Assistant Regional Administrator for Sustainable Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service Southeast Region, generally heads the U.S. delegation to WECAF.

Description
A.  Mission/Purpose: 

WECAFC’s purpose is to facilitate the coordination of research; to encourage education and training; to assist Member Governments in establishing rational policies; and to promote the rational management of resources of interest to two or more countries.  The Commission has an advisory management function but no regulatory powers. 

B.  Organizational Structure:

The Commission, composed of all Members, is the central policy forum.  The Commission has four Subsidiary Committees:  (1) Working Party on Assessment of Marine Fishery Resources; (2) Working Party on Fishery Economics and Planning; (3) Committee for the Development and Management of Fisheries in the Lesser Antilles; and (4) the Ad hoc working groups.

Staff Contacts

NOAA Fisheries:

National Marine Fisheries Service

Southeast Regional Office

9721 Executive Center Drive N.

St. Petersburg, Florida 33702

Telephone:  (727) 570-5305

Fax:  (727) 570-5583


WECAFC Contact:

FAO Subregional Office for the Caribbean

P.O. Box 631C 

Barbados

Telephone:  +246 426 7110

Fax:  +246 426 7111
