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Rulemaking/Operations Update

&

Since the April 2010 IAC meeting:
— Published 2 proposed rules and 1 ANPR
— Published 3 final rules with 1 more in progress
—Published final rule for Shark Amendment 3
—Progressed with next steps on several issues from the 2009 ANPR

— Continued participation in Caribbean Com. Fisheries Data
Improvement Initiative with Puerto Rico, USVI, CFMC, SERO, &
SEFSC

—Issued 32 EFPs, SRPs, & LOAs to date for 2010
— Oversaw 14 workshops

— Registered 255 HMS tournaments to date; e-mail registration
available (HMStournamentreqistry@noaa.gov)

—~2,900 people receiving Atlantic HMS News

— Deepwater Horizon oil spill — 3 emergency rules closing areas of
GOM around the spill to all fishing for public safety; areas re-
opening under sampling protocol
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Consolidated HMS FMP
Amendments

Shark Amendment 3

Final rule published June 1, 2010 (75 FR 30484); corrected
August 17, 2010 (75 FR 50715)

Shortfin mako live release outreach in development

Caribbean Amendment 4

To address permitting, authorized gears, data collection, and Agency
outreach in Puerto Rico & USVI

Notice of Intent to Prepare EIS published May 27, 2008
Predraft released August 21, 2009

Agency distributing outreach materials & coordinating data collection
improvements with PR, USVI, and CFMC

Timeline amended to coordinate Agency action in the region
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Swordfish 2010 Specifications

Final Rule published September 21, 2010

Adjust the North Atlantic Swordfish (NSWO) quota to
4,406.4 mt dw, based on 2009 underharvest

Adjust the South Atlantic Swordfish (SSWO) quota to 75.2
mt dw, based on 2009 underharvest and transfer to other
countries

e Per ICCAT Recommendation 09-03, 100 mt ww
(75.2 mt dw) of 2009 underharvest was transferred to
Namibia (50 mt ww; 37.6 mt dw), Cote d’lvore (25 mt
ww, 18.8 mt dw), and Belize (25 mt ww, 18.8 mt dw)

Transfer 18.8 mt dw from the North Atlantic reserve to
Canada
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2010 Bluefin Tuna Specifications

e Final Rule: Published June 2, 2010 (75 FR 30732)
 Base quota: 952.4 mt Adj.quota: 1,168.2 mt (+25 mt NED)

 Implemented reduced ICCAT-recommended quota for 2010
(1,800 mt for Western Atlantic BFT)

« Category quotas finalized as proposed. Smaller amount
placed in Reserve based on complete 2009 landings
Information. Maintained intention to:

— Ensure that the Longline category has sufficient quota to operate after
required accounting for BFT dead discards

— Maintain some quota in Reserve for potential ICCAT transfers and
other domestic management objectives

— Provide the non-Longline quota categories a share of the remainder
of the underharvest consistent with the Consolidated HMS FMP
allocation scheme
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Bluefin Tuna Actions

BFT Regulatory Amendment

* Proposed rule published November 4, 2009, comment period
extended to March 31, 2010

A final decision not likely before ICCAT where a new WBFT
recommendation is expected

2010 Inseason Actions
* General Category retention limit of 3 LM/Giant through Dec. 31:

* Angling category:
— Retention limit of one school/large school BFT for private vessels and one
school BFT plus one Ig school BFT for Charter/Headboat vessels;

— Southern trophy BFT fishery closure; 1.7 mt transfer from Reserve to northern
trophy BFT subquota, effective June 12-December 31

— Northern trophy closure, effective July 19-December 31
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u Recreational Swordfish Issues

Non-Tournament SWO Landings o

« CY 2004: 290 « CY 2008: 369 o o 2005

- CY 2005:388 |+ CY 2009: 389 oo |-

- CY 2006: 549 |+ CY 2010: 175 100 | ‘ ‘ | o
ol L ¥ 0 ¥ T

. CY 2007: 716

« 2008 and 2009 Non-tournament landings were far below recent
years even though recreational retention limits were increased in 2007

« 2010 Non-tournament landings also currently below recent years

* Non-reporting remains problematic
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@ Roundscale Spearfish and White
u Marlin

* Interpretive rule and final action to add roundscale
spearfish (RSP) to the management unit and change
white marlin (WHM) genus publishes Sept 22, 2010

« RSP management measures identical to WHM

—Size limit; inseason adjustment authority; inclusion in
marlin 250 landings limit

 WHM regulations modified to reflect genus change to
Kajikia

« Management measure changes will not impact anglers
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l@l Recreational Billfish Update

Preliminary Marlin Landings

—CY 2009: 44 BUM; 53 WHM (final)

—CY 2010: 15 BUM; 37 WHM (to date, incomplete reporting*)
e Preliminary Sailfish Landings

— CY 2009: 140 total (non-tournament)

— CY 1010: 113 (non-tournament to date)

2009 tournaments (all species) - 269

2010 tournaments (all species) — 255 (to date)

*Includes data from RBS and Swordfish/Billfish Non-Tournament Reporting Systems only. Does not
include MD and NC catch card data.



NOAA
FISHERIES
SERVICE

Operations/Other

 PLL research, sets complete/report due late fall/early
winter

 BFT dealer reporting successfully moved to NEFSC

 Modernization of international BFT trade tracking
underway

* Electronic dealer reporting system in development
e Greenstick gear study underway

« HMS Research Plan in development
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Questions?

Thank you!
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Backup slides
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PLL Closed Area Research

. Notice of Availability of Final EA published on Jan 3, 2008 (73 FR 450)
e Goals:

— 1) Collect baseline data in closed areas under current fishery conditions; 2)
Evaluate existing bycatch reduction measures, and 3) Collect data to examine
the effectiveness of existing area closures to meet current conservation and
harvesting goals

 Conditions:

— Max of 3 boats (only 2 fishing at one time), 289 sets (145 in closed areas)
w/500 18/0 non-offset circle hooks, 100% observer coverage

* Feb. 26, 2009, Agency announced decision to extend research program
through February 2010 and approve 10 NM westward boundary expansion

« Extended permit through September 30, 2010, to finish sets and writing of
final report

» 185 sets completed: 105 closed areas; 80 open areas
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