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Atlantic Bluefin Tuna Management

• The United States should not exercise Paragraph 10 of 
Rec. 08-04 allowing for a one-time transfer of up to 15% 
of the U.S. WBFT TAC to other CPCs.

— In 2009, the United States was approached by CAN 
requesting transfer of 150 t of U.S. BFT quota.  The 
United States responded that it did not see any 
possibility of a BFT quota transfer under Rec. 08-04.

— The United States did not receive any requests for 
BFT quota transfer in 2010.
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BFT Management cont.

• In light of changing fishery conditions in last year, and 
recognizing that carry over of underages will be limited to 10% of 
quota next year, the United States should ensure timely 
monitoring of landings in all categories and take inseason action 
as necessary to make sure that the United States remains in 
compliance  with its quota. 
— After considering best available data for 2009 and early 

2010, NMFS took inseason action to set recreational daily 
retention limit consistent with available quota and subquotas.  
Prohibited retention of BFT 59 to less than 73”.

—Current estimates for 2010 season are on track to maintain 
compliance with ICCAT obligations



4

North Atlantic Swordfish

Recommendation: 
• Assure ability of United States to utilize its quota, including plans to 

revitalize the SWO fishery

Actions: Past Revitalization Efforts:
— Increased SWO retention limits for incidental permit holders (2 to 

30)
— Increase retention limits for squid trawl (5 to 15)
— Authorized SWO buoy gear
— Eased upgrade restrictions
— Increased bag limits for angling (3 to 4), Charter (3 to 6), 

headboat (3 to 15)
— Eliminated one-year sunset provision for tuna LL permits & 

allowed renewal of tuna LL permits
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NSWO – Incidental Trip Limit 
Utilization 

1 Only trips from those vessels that landed at least one swordfish per year
2 Data for 2009 are preliminary

There has been a sizeable increase in the number of SWO landed per
trip by Swordfish Incidental permitted vessels
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North Atlantic Swordfish

Actions: 
• Recent SWO revitalization discussions at the September 

HMS AP meeting
—How to improve marketing;
—Permit renewal/re-issuing expired permits,and permit leasing;
—Relieving upgrade restrictions;
— General Commercial Handgear permit; 
— Industry requests to reopen closed areas;
—Permitting for SWO retention in squid trawls; and
— Electronic monitoring pilot study.
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North Atlantic Swordfish

Recommendation:
• Evaluate any new CPC SWO fishery development and utilization of 

quota in 2008/2009 as a result of transfer of U.S. underharvest
Action:
• Currently reviewing ICCAT CPC National Reports and Task I and II 

data on SWO landings
Recommendation:
• Enhance reporting of recreationally caught swordfish, including 

increased enforcement
Actions: 
• Recent working group with HMS AP on Recreational Monitoring 
• Continue to work with NOAA Enforcement to address this issue
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