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National Marine Fisheries Service

Fisheries Habitat Restoration

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1NOAA’s National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), requests $13.213 million (M) in FY’05 for Fisheries Habitat Restoration, reflecting a net increase of $1.551 M from the FY’04 Omnibus.
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FY 2005 Program
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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Funding in the amount of $13.213M is requested to support Fisheries Habitat Restoration activities in FY’05.  Of this amount, $2.0M is for the Damage Assessment and Restoration Program (DARP), and $11.213M is for the Community-based Restoration Program (CRP).   

NOAA restores habitat and services lost or degraded as a result of erosion, land subsidence, invasive species, fish passage impediments, oil spills, and other factors.  Habitat pressures are significant, at both national and regional scales.  For instance, over 700 hazardous waste sites threaten the nation’s coastline, over 2.5 million barriers impede fish access to critical spawning and rearing grounds, and 95% of the original wetlands in San Francisco Bay have been lost.

Healthy coastal and marine ecosystems are essential to the nation’s economy.  The commercial and recreational fishing industries rely on functioning habitat — 95% of commercial fish and 85% of sport fish spend a portion of their life cycles in coastal wetlands and estuaries.  The value added to the national economy by the commercial fishing industry is over $28 billion annually, and about 18 million Americans engage in marine recreation fishing each year.  In addition, coastal and marine waters support over 28 million jobs a year.  Across habitat types, NOAA fulfills its mandated responsibilities to restore ecosystem function and promote the socioeconomic value of the marine environment.
Through DARP, NOAA restores trust resources injured by oil spills and hazardous substance releases.  DARP is a multi-office program involving NMFS, NOS, and the Office of General Counsel. Since 1990, DARP has recovered over $300 million from responsible parties, significantly leveraging NOAA’s investment in this program.  NMFS uses appropriated dollars for administration and oversight of these funds.
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NOAA responds to current and on-going habitat degradation and loss through the CRP.  Since 1996, NOAA has funded over 800 restoration projects through this program.  NOAA achieves restoration success through a combination of internal expertise, formal partnerships, and community involvement.  Each restoration project is undertaken in concert with one or more regional or national partners, including all levels of government, communities, non-profit organizations, and industry.  Projects also entail volunteer and educational opportunities geared toward promoting public involvement and stewardship.  NOAA’s investment in these projects is leveraged by factors of 3-5 through partner contributions of funding and in-kind services.
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NMFS requests a $1.551M increase over the FY’04 omnibus appropriation  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1to strengthen CRP.  In FY’03, CRP was only able to provide 15% of the funds requested through the direct solicitation process.  Additional funding will extend the benefits of CRP to unmet opportunities for high quality, high impact restoration projects across the country and allow NOAA to meet the demonstrated need of partner organizations.  With increased funding, NOAA will employ the CRP’s proven formula to achieve further restoration results and thereby meet the needs of resources users.  

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/habitat/restoration/
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Fish passage installation
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