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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1National Marine Fisheries Service
Improve Regulatory and Administrative Management Processes
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1NOAA Fisheries requests $2.5 million (M), a $1.5M increase, for the Regulatory Streamlining Project; $8.0M, a $5.1M increase for NEPA implementation; and $15.5M, a $0.8M increase for Regional Councils.
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FY 2005 Program Changes
The $2.5M request for Regulatory Streamlining Project (RSP), a $1.5 M increase, will improve the quality and timeliness of NOAA Fisheries’ regulatory processes by increasing its capacity to analyze and process regulations and establish electronic permitting and rulemaking business processes.  

NOAA Fisheries is 4th among federal agencies in the number of regulations issued.  NOAA Fisheries works closely with regional fishery management councils, states, other federal agencies and numerous constituencies to implement regulations for the management of sustainable fisheries, recovery of and protection of marine mammals, endangered and threatened species, and the conservation and restoration of marine habitat.  Regulations issued by NOAA Fisheries affect not only marine resources but also the people, businesses, and communities associated with these resources.  This regulatory workload is complex and leads to frequent legal challenges.  Extensive analyses and documentation are required to comply with the Magnuson-Stevens Act, the Endangered Species Act, Marine Mammal Protection Act, Administrative Procedure Act, National Environmental Policy Act, Regulatory Flexibility Act, Paperwork Reduction Act, Coastal Zone Management Act, and various executive orders.  Currently NOAA Fisheries, particularly in the regional offices, needs additional capacity to complete thorough and timely regulatory analyses and reviews within required time frames of applicable laws.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1In particular, the RSP will focus on: 

· Implementation of an electronic web-based system for all regulatory and information collection activities, including rule development, maintenance of administrative records that support rulemaking and rule-related communications with stakeholders, and the issuance of permits required by regulation;

· Implementation of training programs and Web based guides specific to rulemaking needs that will ensure all appropriate Agency staff are fully conversant with Federal Register documentation requirements, Agency documentation standards, and legal requirements; 

· Implementation of quality control and assurance protocols for regulatory packages.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1NOAA Fisheries’ $8.0M request for NEPA (National Environmental Policy Act) implementation will bolster NOAA Fisheries’ capacity to prepare and publish legally compliant NEPA-related documents.  The $5.1M increase will support planned NEPA-specific positions in NOAA Fisheries’ Regional Offices.  NOAA Fisheries continues to require additional expertise in a variety of skill types, including fishery management analysts, economists, social scientists, biologists, regulatory specialists, and records managers.

NEPA requires NOAA Fisheries to consider and document the potential environmental impacts of our proposed actions, which range from complex rulemaking to controversial research permits.  The goal is to factor this impact analysis into our decision-making processes so that NOAA Fisheries’ mandates can be achieved with the least adverse impact to the environment.  The critical importance of the marine environment coupled with the public's increasing interest in its current status and long-term health, make our NEPA analyses the most demanding of any conducted by the Agency.

NOAA Fisheries requests $15.5 million, an increase of $0.8 million is needed to expand the operations of the eight regional fishery management councils to ensure that they can improve implementation of the many requirements of the Sustainable Fisheries Act.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Background:

NOAA Fisheries accounts for 50% (by number) of Department of Commerce annual rulemakings.  In 2002, Fisheries published 951 Federal Register Notices.  NOAA Fisheries receives up to 20,000 responses on 

each of these 951 notices.  These public comments currently come by mail or fax, and are very time-consuming to read and analyze. 

RSP funding will allow NOAA Fisheries and DOC to participate in the government-wide, central e-Rulemaking (e-Docket) system, as directed by OMB.  RSP will improve the quality, timeliness, and transparency of Agency rulemaking activities.
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	Increased number of rulemakings developed electronically
	2
	2
	10
	25
	55
	75
	75
	100

	Percent of permits applied for, reviewed and issued online
	0
	0
	0
	15
	25
	45
	75
	100


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1For More Information: 
Jack Dunnigan

301-713-2334
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