[image: image1.wmf]
[image: image5.bmp]

National Marine Fisheries Service

Marine Fisheries Stock Assessments

NOAA’s National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), also known as “NOAA Fisheries,” requests  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1$18.9M in FY’05 for Expand Stock Assessments, reflecting a net increase of $0.8M above the FY’04 Omnibus.  Additionally, an increase of $2.0M is requested for Strengthen Living Marine Resource Monitoring, and $1.0M is requested to restore the Fisheries Oceanography line, established in FY’02.  
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Collectively, these requests will provide critical enhancements to the long-term stewardship of the Nation’s living marine resources by expanding marine fisheries stock assessment activities, providing new charter vessel days-at-sea, and developing ecological indicators that will improve predictions of the effects of climate variability on fishery resources.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Expand Marine Fisheries Stock Assessments

As NOAA Fisheries implements measures to rebuild and sustain marine fisheries, conserve essential fish habitat, protect species, and reduce bycatch, the demands on current scientific assessment programs continue to grow.  The collection of comprehensive biological data on an increasing number of federally-managed species and the environmental factors that influence their health and abundance is essential to managing their sustainable use.

This $18.9M request includes investments in fishery stock assessment infrastructure will expand sea-going and stock assessment capabilities around the country.  Stock assessment FTEs will collect and process biological samples, build and maintain databases, synthesize and model the data, improve assessment methodology, and communicate science-based results and forecasts to fisheries managers and stakeholders.

For example, investments will be made in the Pacific Coast Observation System (PaCOS).  PaCOS, which was initiated in FY’03, encompasses the waters off Washington, Oregon, and California.  NOAA Fisheries and state and academic partners will strengthen and enhance existing biological sampling, coordinate regional activities and link with oceanographic and meteorological sampling systems to provide a new level of comprehensive information for ecosystem approach to management on a coast-wide basis.  The enhanced FY’05 funding will extend existing hydrographic, ichthyoplankton, and fish surveys.  PaCOS will provide the biological baseline for stewardship of West Coast living marine resources, and will facilitate continued development of ecosystem approach to management.

Strengthen Living Marine Resource Monitoring

The sophistication and predictive capability of a stock assessment is significantly dependent upon the input data derived from living marine resource surveys.  This $1.5M increase will provide 250 new charter vessel days-at-sea to expand fishery-independent data programs in priority fisheries, including the acquisition of synoptic oceanographic and ecosystem observations.  These new days-at-sea will continue to decrease the shortfall of days-at-sea as identified in both internal and external reviews.

In addition, $0.5M will be used to install Fisheries Scientific Computer Systems (FSCS) on 3 NOAA Fishery Survey Vessels and 1 chartered fishing vessel.  FSCS is a state-of-the-art digital data collection and information management system that will capture all critical data as survey catches are processed (i.e. species identification, catch weight, fish length, fish weight, sex ratio, reproductive maturity, and stomach content data), thereby providing near real-time stock assessment input data.

Fisheries Oceanography

A restoration of $1.0M is requested for Fisheries Oceanography investigations, designed to improve stock predictions by determining the effects of environmental variability on fishery resources.

These investigations utilize oceanographic and meteorological data collected by the NOAA Fisheries Ocean Ecology Observing System and other sources, process these data into indicators of processes that affect fishery resources and their ecosystem, and build these indicators directly into stock assessment models.  The investigations also draw upon NOAA and academic research into the environmental processes that most influence fishery resource productivity.  The result will be a better understanding of the effects of environmental fluctuations on fishery resources which leads to improved predictions of future changes in resource productivity.
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