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National Marine Fisheries Service

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Protected Resources Research and Management Services

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1NOAA’s National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), requests $1 million (M) in FY’05 for expanded protected resources stock assessments.
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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The $1.0 million increase in FY 2005 for Protected Resources stock assessments will focus on stocks that are strategic and or have significant interactions with humans.  This initiative is the first year of a 10 year plan to improve stock assessments for all NMFS protected species.  First year priorities will include:

·  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Surveys and population assessments focused on humpback whales (both Atlantic and Pacific) and Hawaiian small cetaceans (focused on spinner dolphins and false killer whales).

·  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Status assessments for Atlantic loggerhead sea turtles to correctly classify stocks

·  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Initial surveys of stocks used for subsistence purposes in Alaska

·  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Development of survey methodologies (e.g., passive acoustics) to improve population assessments

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Stock assessment funding would be used annually on a rotational basis to achieve effective coverage for multiple survey and species requirements.  Decreasing uncertainty of stock assessments decreases burdens on entities that provide vital economic and defense services, while meeting conservation goals for protected species.

The Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) and the Endangered Species Act (ESA), require NOAA Fisheries to regularly evaluate the status of approximately 230 stocks of marine mammals, sea turtles, salmonids and other marine and anadromous species.  However, NOAA’s current assessment capacity cannot meet these mandates. Timely, accurate, and precise biological information is required for determination of the status of each stock or population as required by law, and provides the basis for effective and efficient conservation programs to promote their recovery, evaluate status (including down-listing and de-listing), formulate scientifically sound conservation programs, and authorize incidental take.  Society benefits directly from better information by measures that stop continued declines of species and reduce the overall socio-economic burden of mitigation measures for conservation of species.  Better information translates to better management and a better-informed community.  

Between October 2001 and November 2003, NOAA Fisheries, with advice from several of its Federal partners (e.g., U.S. Marine Mammal Commission, Minerals Management Service, and Navy) developed “A Requirements Plan for Improving Understanding of the Status of U.S. Protected Species” (in review). The Plan summarizes the current status of all marine mammal and sea turtle stocks within US jurisdiction, the resources (FTEs & funding) needed to maintain the status quo assessment capability (Tier I status), and the resources necessary to improve our knowledge of the status of all stocks to meet ESA/MMPA mandates (Tier II). 
The Plan concludes that of 167 marine mammal stocks, only 32 have attained the status of knowledge mandated under the MMPA or ESA (Tier II).  None of the 13 populations of marine turtles and many of the other marine and anadromous ESA listed species under NMFS jurisdiction have the data quality anticipated in ESA requirements.  Improvements in assessment capabilities are needed for all data categories (e.g., stock identification, abundance and fishery mortality estimation, and assessment frequency and quality) with the greatest need for improvements in the precision and accuracy of abundance and mortality estimation.  Achieving the basic mandated requirements for population information under the MMPA and ESA will require moving148 Tier I stocks to Tier II status. Implementation of the full plan will take upwards of 10 years to be completed, and will require incremental increases in FTEs, funding, and assessment capability and capacity over this period.   However, once implemented, NOAA Fisheries will for the first time achieve the information requirements mandated by the ESA and MMPA.

For More Information: 
Gary Reisner

301-713-2259
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