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National Marine Fisheries Service

Protected Resources Research and Management Services

Recovery Planning and Implementation
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1NOAA’s National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) requests $1 million (M) in FY’05 for Recovery Planning and Implementation.

[image: image2.png]



FY 2005 Program Changes
[image: image3.png]



 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1A $1.0M request will increase NOAA’s capacity to plan for and implement recovery actions for Endangered Species Act (ESA) listed species.  This funding will allow NOAA Fisheries to support recovery plan development for species that currently lack them, and fund some of the highest priority actions needed to prevent extinction or to begin the species’ path to recovery.

The completion of recovery plans is critical to bringing species back from the brink of extinction.  These plans organize, coordinate and prioritize recovery actions, and outline objective measurable criteria that will be used to determine when a species no longer needs the protection of the ESA.  Recovery plans communicate the vision for a species with other agencies and the public.  

A recovery plan is one of the most important tools to ensure sound scientific and logical decision-making throughout the recovery process.  Recovery plans inform ESA section 7 consultations, Habitat Conservation Plans, and enhancement permits and provide for the most cost-effective recovery of species.  Without up-to-date recovery plans NMFS is forced to take a case by case approach to recovery, which increases the socio-economic burden on society.  Furthermore, recovery plans increase public understanding of the species and its threats, and enlist support from Federal, state, tribal and local entities to complete recovery actions.  

In recent years, an emphasis has been placed on partnering with others from the very start of the planning process, both by including stakeholders on recovery teams that are formed to write the plans and by meaningful involvement of stakeholders throughout the planning process.  For instance, early in the recovery planning process for loggerhead turtles, NOAA Fisheries held a 2-day meeting of approximately 50 stakeholders representing other Federal agencies, states, local governments, fishing groups and various non-governmental organizations.  At this meeting, facilitated discussions were held on issues that will be addressed in the revised recovery plan for this species.  Feedback from participants and others indicate that this was highly successful, both in getting constructive input for the plan and giving a feeling of empowerment to our partners, many of whom will be responsible for conducting various actions outlined in the plan.

Of the 52 domestic ESA-listed species managed by NOAA, there are no recovery plans for 35 species.  Of the 19 recovery plans currently in place (covering 17 species – some have a plan for each ocean basin and others have two listed entities covered in one plan), 11 plans are critically out of date.  From 2002-2004, revised recovery plans will be completed for four species – North Atlantic right whale, Hawaiian monk seal, and both Distinct Population Segments of Steller sea lions; and new plans will have been be completed for Johnson’s sea grass and Atlantic salmon.  

With new funding in 2005, NOAA Fisheries will revise six critically out-of-date plans for Atlantic loggerhead and Kemp’s ridley turtles; shortnose sturgeon; and Pacific right, fin and sei whales.  Also, with new funding, NOAA fisheries will draft two initial recovery plans for white abalone and smalltooth sawfish.

In addition to recovery planning, some of this funding will be used to implement recovery actions to bring these species back from the brink of extinction and to help control threats to the species.  Species to which this funding is particularly important are shortnose sturgeon, Gulf sturgeon, white abalone, smalltooth sawfish and Johnson’s sea grass.  Because these species are severely limited in terms of overall recovery funds, this funding is essential to ensuring their continued existence.
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