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The Honorable Sonny Perdue )
Governor
State of Georgia

203 State Capi.ol
Atania, GA 30334-0900

Dear Governoi Perdue:

This is a follovaup 1o the January 6, 2003, lener from Secretery Evans regarding the request from
the governor’s office for a determination 01‘ a commercial fishery foilure of Georgia’s blue crab
ﬁshezy, pursuent to Section 3. 12(a) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and

N Mm;m&nt At (Magnusan—Stcvcns Act). A leller 1o the previous: gnvemor was inadvertently

sent on May 8, 2003 and I regret any problein this may havecausedi—
On behalf of the Sccretary, the National Marine Fisheries Service has reviewed the information
you provided rnd other data on the unprecedented declines in the abundance of blue crabs in
Georgie water:and the significant loss of income to commercial fishermen. Our anslysis has led
us to determin: thal the bluc crab fishery has expericnced a commercial fishery failure due o a
fishery resour:e disasier of, most likely, natural (otherwise undetermined) cauvses, as defined by
Section 312(a’ of the Magnuson-Stevens Act.

Assisiance to address the commercial fishery failure will depend on an appropriation from
Congress. If1 pproprisied, funds could be used under Section 312(s) for activities to assess the
economic and social effcets of the commercial fallure, or to restore the fishery or prevents
similar failure in the future and 10 assist the affecied fishing commumity, However, any such
sctivity must uot expand the size or scope of the commercial failure in the blue crab fishery or
into other'flsk.crics or geographic regions. Furthermore, the Federal share of the cost of the
activity is limted to 75 percent of the total cost.

I appreciate your interest in this important issue.

Sincercly,

pittinn 7 i

William T, Hogarth, Ph.D.

THE ABBISTANT ADMINIBTRATOR
FOR FISHERIES




