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NOAA Approves Western and Central Pacific Bigeye Tuna Catch Limit

NOAA has established a catch limit for bigeye tuna (Thunnus obesus) in the U.S. pelagic
longline fisheries in the western and central Pacific Ocean for each of the calendar years 2009,
2010, and 2011, having determined that the species’ Pacific Ocean population is subject to
overfishing.

The rule, published Monday in the Federal Register, puts in place catch limits for
longline fisheries, which target adult bigeye. Under this rule, the U.S. will reduce its longline
catch of bigeye tuna from the 2004 baseline catch of 4,181 metric tons (mt) to 3,763 mt.

Once the 3,763 mt catch limit is reached in any of those years, retaining, shipping or
landing bigeye tuna caught in the western and central Pacific Ocean will be prohibited for the
remainder of the year, with limited exceptions. The catch limit will not apply to the longline
fisheries of American Samoa, Guam or the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands.

Members of the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission, the international
body which manages highly migratory fish species like bigeye tuna, agreed to the catch limits in
both their longline and purse seine fisheries at their meeting in December 2008.

Earlier this year, NOAA published a rule limiting fishing days by purse seine vessels and
restricting tuna purse seine sets on floating objects known as fish aggregation devices, in an
effort to reduce the catch of juvenile bigeye tuna.

NOAA understands and predicts changes in the Earth’s environment, from the depths of
the ocean to the surface of the sun, and conserves and manages our coastal and marine
resources. Visit http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov.
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