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Recreational Fisheries Data: Registering Anglers for Improved Harvest Monitoring
Over the last several years various public initiatives have called for more comprehensive collection of data on saltwater recreational fishing activities to allow for better management of the resources - the U.S. Commission on Oceans, the President’s Ocean Action Plan, and the National Research Council to name a few.  The Senate’s legislative proposal to reauthorize the Magnuson-Stevens Fisheries Conservation and Management Act includes a provision requiring registration of saltwater anglers.  

In anticipation of the many public discussions ahead, the agency has launched a number of initiatives including a review of existing data collection programs by the National Research Council (report anticipated in Spring 2006), an internal working group and agency workshops to better articulate our programs and identify areas for improvement, and holding discussions with our key constituent forums to flesh out the needs, expectations, options and strategies for establishing an angler registration program.  These forums include the Fishery Management Council Chairs and Executive Director meeting (Jan 06), the Marine Fisheries Advisory Committee (Feb 06), and the State Directors (March 06).  Based on input from these three forums as well as the three state commissions, the agency will develop a draft ‘white paper’ to identify the issues and priorities to be considered in the months ahead.    
To prepare MAFAC for this discussion, Dr. Murawski’s power point and the Ocean Commission chapter have been posted to the member’s area.  
Below is a list of questions members should be thinking about in anticipation of a full Committee discussion.  

1. What should the process be for building a saltwater angler registration program?

2. Can we build on existing state registration/licensing programs?

3. Are their states more suitable as a model or to test a program? Should it be phased in?

4. What are the milestones and performance measures of implementation to consider?

5. What considerations does NMFS need to be sensitive to when designing the program?

6. What are the expectations of a good data program – what features should the future program include?

7. How do we implement the programs so that they are convenient and efficient for the anglers and agencies?

8. What processes need to be put into place to determine the best approach/strategy for implementation?

9. What questions or data criteria should be collected or included?

10. How can the growing availability of the internet be utilized to report/collect data?

In addition to thinking about these and other questions for discussion, members may also want to consider what product MAFAC can provide in terms of advisory recommendations and guidance to the Secretary.

