DRAFT

The Future of U.S. Marine Fisheries: Vision 20/20

By: Marine Fisheries Advisory Committee, (MAFAC)

SUMMARY

The Marine Fisheries Advisory Committee (MAFAC) is undertaking a two phase project focusing on the future of U.S. marine fisheries.  The goal of the project is to provide a vision of U.S. marine fisheries focusing on the next fifteen years.  Phase one of the project will review data, collect information and provide an opportunity for public participation.  Phase two will be devoted to drafting the report and receiving input and comments on the various drafts.  The final report, solely authored by MAFAC will be completed no later than December 31, 2006.

INTRODUCTION

Why MAFAC?

The Secretary of Commerce approved the establishment of the Marine Fisheries Advisory Committee (MAFAC), on December 28, 1970. The Committee was initially chartered under the Federal Advisory Committee Act, 5 U.S.C. App.2, on February 17, 1971, with the General Services Administration’s concurrence, and has been continuously renewed.   MAFAC was established to   advise the Secretary of Commerce (the “Secretary”) on all living  marine resource matters especially those that are the responsibility of the Department of Commerce.  Committee members are appointed by the Secretary. MAFAC members will draw on their expertise and other appropriate sources, such as the NOAA Fisheries Service, to evaluate and recommend priorities and needed changes in national programs, which include the ongoing reauthorization of the Magnuson-Stevens, the Endangered Species and the Marine Mammal Protection Acts. The members represent a wide spectrum of fisheries, environmental, academic, state, tribal, consumer and other related national interests.

As part of its responsibility to evaluate and make recommendations, Dr. William Hogarth, the Assistant Administrator for NOAA Marine Fisheries Service requested that MAFAC members consider and report on the future of U.S. marine fisheries in  the n
ext 15 years.  MAFAC is uniquely qualified to undertake such a project because of its charter and diverse, prominent experts which serve as members.

Why Now?
Over the past five years, several national studies have been undertaken focusing on or including marine fisheries.  The U.S. Ocean Policy Commission, the Pew Ocean Commission, and the National Research Council have all produced major reports on the state of our ocean and its ecosystems.  While these reports serve a useful function, for the most part, they are not forward thinking.  Their focus is on the problems of and need for reform of the present fisheries management systems; they are void on future directions for fisheries unless they are small incremental changes.  While any system can be improved, the regional fishery management councils have been in effect for over 30 years and is working.  MAFAC’s project will focus on the future of U.S. marine fisheries and provide a roadmap or blueprint for the fishing industries, the Administration, Congress and the interested public.  MAFAC will use all credible, available sources of information for its report.  Marine Fisheries are at a crossroad and now is the time for a project that focuses on the future of U.S. marine fisheries.

WORK PLAN

Goal: 
Develop a “vision document” that will project the state of domestic fisheries and the availability, sustainability and security of domestically available seafood products in the year 2020 

Possible Questions to be Considered: 
The following is a list of possible questions to be included in the project.  They are listed solely as examples of the type of issues which may be considered.  What are some of the current trends in fisheries both recreational and commercial?  What interactions will occur between recreational and commercial fisheries? Will population trends impact the fisheries industry? What changes will the recreational and commercial fisheries sector face over the next 15 years? How will the needs of consumers change and how will these needs affect future business development?  What areas will see growth?  Which areas will decline?  How will US fisheries be affected by a global market?  How is management changing the future of American fisheries?  Which trends are local or regional and which trends are national or global?  These are some of the questions the vision document will attempt to answer. priorities the “Committee” has been charged with developing a vision paper for NOAA Fisheries Service.  The goal of the vision paper is to describe for NO T

Coordination:

The Committee will work closely with, NOAA Fisheries Service, Sea Grant, the eight regional fishery management councils, the three marine fisheries commissions, tribal authorities and fishery constituent groups, to develop the information that will be considered in the preparation of the report.  The working group may solicit assistance and resources from appropriate NOAA Line Offices or other organizations. 

Timeframe and methodology:

The Committee will devote nine months to collecting information via the following methods:
1) Undertake a literature review and prepare an annotated bibliography;
2) Develop a questionnaire to be posted on the MAFAC website and distributed as appropriate to gather information from the public to accomplish the Committee’s mission;

3) Conduct fact finding hearings at appropriate venues to include, meetings of the eight regional fishery management councils,   meetings of the three marine fisheries commissions, scheduled MAFAC meetings and appropriate tribal functions; 
4) Hold additional hearings, as necessary; 

5) Establish and implement a nine month process to accept written input from individuals unable to attend hearings; and
6) Time frame summary:

i) Collection, compilation and summary of input = 9 months,

ii) Review, drafting and publication = 9 months.

Content and disposition of report:

The final report will represent the Committee’s findings on the projected future of fisheries and seafood products over the next 15 years. Once approved, the report will become final and presented to leadership of NOAA, NOAA Fisheries Service and other NOAA Line Offices as appropriate.   The report is not intended to require any agency to take action but rather serve as a forecast by Committee members of fisheries and seafood over the time period considered. 

WORK GROUP

The Marine Fisheries Advisory Committee will be responsible for review and approval of the final report.  

A working group will be responsible for development of drafts and preparation of the final report.  

The work group will consist of the following 10 MAFAC members:

MAFAC Executive Committee

Tony DiLernia

Tom Billy

Chris Dorsett

Bob Fletcher 

Jim Gilmore

Fisheries Commission Advisors

Randy Fisher

Vince O’Shea

Larry Simpson

At Large Members 

Heather McCarty

Ralph Rayburn 

APPENDIX I

DESCRIPTION OF MAFAC (From Charter)

 OBJECTIVES AND DUTIES

1. The Committee will advise the Secretary of Commerce (the “Secretary”) on all living marine resource matters that are the responsibility of the Department of Commerce. 

2. Specifically, the Committee will draw on the expertise of its members and other appropriate sources, such as the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) National Marine Fisheries Service, to evaluate and recommend priorities and needed changes in national program direction. Its objective is to ensure the Nation’s living marine resource policies and programs meet the needs of commercial and recreational fishermen, and of environmental, consumer, academic, tribal, governmental, and other national interests. 

3. The Committee will function solely as an advisory body, and will comply fully with the Federal Advisory Committee Act. 

MEMBERS AND CHAIRPERSON

1. The Committee shall consist of at least 15 but not more than 21 members to be appointed by the Secretary to ensure balanced representation geographically, ethnically, and on the basis of gender as well as among commercial and recreational fishermen, environmental, consumer, academic, tribal, governmental, and other national interest groups. Criteria for membership is one or more of the following: 

a. Experience in harvesting, processing, or marketing fish or fish products.

b. Experience in promoting fishing for pleasure, relaxation, or consumption. This may include operating a recreational fishing business. Recreational fishing experience by itself is not sufficient experience. 

c. Experience as a former or current officer or in a leadership role in a national, state, or regional organization representing marine fisheries interests.

d. Experience in managing and conserving fishery resources or in representing consumers of fish or fish products through active and sustained participation in local, state, or national organizations.

e. Experience in teaching, writing, researching, consulting, or adjudicating matters related to fisheries, fishery management, and fishery resource conservation.

2. The members are appointed for 3-year terms and serve at the discretion of the Secretary. Members are selected for their expertise in the aforementioned areas of experience, and serve as a national representative stakeholder group to help guide the Department with implementing its stewardship mission over living marine resources in the most effective manner. Terms of appointment are contingent upon the Committee’s continuation and the active participation of the members. An appointment may be terminated if a member misses two consecutive meetings, unless excused for good cause by the Chairperson or the Vice Chair. Members serve until reappointed or replaced; however, no member may serve more than 2 consecutive terms. No member may serve on both the Committee and a regional fishery management council at the same time. Vacancy appointments may be made for the remainder of the unexpired term of the vacancy. State officials and their designees who serve as voting members of a regional fishery management council may not be appointed as members of the Committee.

3. The Chairperson is the Department’s Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere. The Vice Chair is the Department’s Assistant Administrator for Fisheries. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS

1. The Committee will report to the Secretary through the Assistant Administrator for Fisheries and the Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere.

2. The Designated Federal Officer will be assigned by the Assistant Administrator for Fisheries.

3. The Committee will meet at least twice a year, at the call of the Chairperson or Vice Chair.

4. NOAA’s National Marine Fisheries Service will provide staff support for the Committee.

5. The Committee may establish subcommittees or working groups of its members as necessary, subject to the provision of the Department of Commerce Committee Management Handbook (Part Two, Chapter Two, Section F).

6. The Committee may establish task forces consisting of Marine Fisheries Advisory Committee members and outside experts as may be necessary, subject to the provisions of the Department of Commerce Committee Management Handbook.

7. Members of the Committee are not compensated for their services, but will upon request be allowed travel and per diem expenses as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 5701 et. seq.
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