Aquaculture Briefing
MAFAC – July 1-3, New York
1. Agenda item Title of Discussion:

Update on NOAA Aquaculture Program Activities

2. Discussion Leader/Presenter:

Dr. Michael Rubino, Aquaculture Program Manager

3. Objective/Purpose (e.g., brief statement of context and outcome being sought, e.g., information only; decision; action):

Information Only - Dr. Rubino will provide an update on recent NOAA Aquaculture Program activities, including the Alternative Aquaculture Feeds Initiative; and the 2008 National Shellfish Symposium. He will also review the status of the 2007 National Offshore Aquaculture bill, including the impact/implications of the May 2008 GAO report on U.S. offshore marine aquaculture. Dr. Rubino also will pre-brief MAFAC on the July 2008 NOAA report on the economic considerations and implications of offshore aquaculture. 

4. Background/Synopsis (brief executive summary of issue, include links to URL, other more detailed references):

Alternative Aquaculture Feeds Initiative - http://aquaculture.noaa.gov/news/feeds.html
Shellfish Symposium - http://aquaculture.noaa.gov/news/shellfishsymposium.html
GAO Report on U.S. offshore marine aquaculture - http://aquaculture.noaa.gov/news/gao.html
Offshore Economics Report – will be mailed to MAFAC members
