MAFAC CHARTER REVIEW
	Comparison
	Marine Fisheries Advisory Committee (MAFAC)
	Marine Protected Areas FAC (MPAFAC)
	NOAA Science Advisory Board (SAB)

	Establishment
	February 17, 1971
	E.O. 13158; January 3, 2003
	September 25, 1997

	Objectives & Duties
	Advise Secretary regarding all living marine resource (LMR) issues relevant to the Department of Commerce, advice and recommendations regarding LMR policies and programs
	Advice and recommendations regarding section 4 of E.O. 13158 (establishing a National System of MPAs)
	Advise Under Secretary regarding strategies for research, education and application of science to operations and applications; perform reviews as requested

	Committees
	Can form subcommittees and working groups of members; can establish task forces of members and outside experts
	Can form subcommittees of members; can form working groups of members and outside experts
	Can form subcommittees of members; can form task forces and working groups of members and outside experts

	Members & Chair
	15-21 members, currently 19; appointed by Secretary of Commerce; staggered three-year terms, can serve no more than two consecutive terms; Chair is Under Secretary for Oceans & Atmosphere, Vice-Chair is AA for Fisheries
	30 members; appointed by Secretary of Commerce in consultation with Secretary of Interior, ex officio members from various federal groups; one nonrenewable four-year term; Chair elected by majority vote of members
	Up to 15 members; appointed by Under Secretary of Oceans & Atmosphere0; three-year terms, renewable once; Chair chosen by Under Secretary; 

	Administration
	Staff support though NOAA NMFS; Designated Federal Officer assigned by Fisheries AA, currently Dr. Mark Holliday, NMFS/OP
	Staff support through NOAA, also Interior on a reimbursable basis; Designated Federal Officer from MPA Center, currently Lauren Wenzel, NOS/OCRM
	Staff support through NOAA OAR; Executive Director unspecified, currently Dr. Cynthia Decker, OAR

	Meeting Frequency
	Minimum of two meetings per year
	Minimum of one meeting per year
	Minimum of two meetings per year

	Duration
	Two years
	Two years
	Two years

	Annual Cost
	$250,000; includes 1 person-year of staff support and travel costs for two full committee meetings and one subcommittee/working group meeting
	$250,000; includes 1 person-year of staff support; excludes operation of subcommittees, working groups, and compensation for ex officio members
	$350,000; includes 2 person-years of staff support; excludes operation of subcommittees, task forces and working groups

	Websites
	http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/ocs/mafac/
	http://mpa.gov/
	http://www.sab.noaa.gov/


	Year
	Changes to Charter:

	2008
	--

	2006
	Clarified `membership language: “Members are selected for their expertise in the aforementioned areas of experience, and serve as a national representative stakeholder group to help guide the Department with implementing its stewardship mission over living marine resources in the most effective manner.”

	2004
	1. Removal of temporary procedure to stagger membership appointments

2. Overall estimate of cost of operation adjusted

	2002
	1. Members missing two (changed from three) consecutive meetings will have appointments terminated, unless excused for good cause by the Chair or Vice Chair
2. Restrictions placed on concurrent membership on MAFAC and a Regional Fishery Management Council 

3. Temporary procedure established to stagger the membership appointment process: members eligible for reappointment in 2002 may be reappointed for a single term of four years and no more than six members otherwise ineligible for reappointment due to having served two consecutive terms may be reappointed for a single term of two years

	2000
	1. Objective 2 and Members: removed “state,” added “tribal, governmental”

2. Objective 3: added “and will comply fully with the FACA”

3. Executive Secretary title changed to Designated Federal Officer
4. Vice Chair now also able to call committee meetings
5. Added ability to establish task forces, consisting of MAFAC members and outside experts

	1998
	No major revisions or amendments

	1996
	1. Lower limit to membership numbers established, from 18 to 15
2. Staff support clarified, Executive Secretary designated by Assistant Administrator for Fisheries, not Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere
3. Overall estimate of cost of operation adjusted

	1994
	1. Membership limits adjusted, from 21-23 members to 18-21
2. Duration language adjusted; decreasing membership from 23 to 21 members July 1, 1993


