SALTONSTALL-KENNEDY GRANT PROGRAM:  

FISHERIES RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT

The Saltonstall-Kennedy Act, as amended (15 U.S.C. 713c-3), established a fund (known as the S-K Fund) that the Secretary of Commerce uses to provide grants or cooperative agreements for fisheries research and development projects.  Under this authority, grants and cooperative agreements are made annually on a competitive basis (subject to funding) to assist in carrying out projects related to U.S. commercial and recreational fisheries.

The S-K Grant Program funding priorities are consistent with the goals and objectives of the NOAA and NMFS Strategic Plans and the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act.  The objective of the S-K Grant Program is to address the needs of fishing communities (as defined in the Magnuson-Stevens Act) in optimizing economic benefits within the context of rebuilding and maintaining sustainable fisheries, and in dealing with the impacts of conservation and management measures.

Proposals received in response to a solicitation are evaluated for merit by appropriate privateand public-sector experts, and for usefulness by representatives of various fisheries constituencies. Proposals are ranked by their average scores.  After proposals have been evaluated and ranked, recommendations for funding are developed and submitted to the Assistant Administrator for Fisheries, who determines the projects to be funded.

In addition, 15 U.S.C. 713c-3(d) authorizes the Secretary of Commerce to carry out a national program of research and development (National Program) to address aspects of U.S. fisheries not adequately addressed by projects assisted under the Grant Program.

For FY 2009, NMFS plans to conduct a competitive program, subject to the availability of federal allocations.  Funding priorities will reflect NOAA’s goal to conserve, protect, manage, and restore living marine resources and coastal and ocean resources critical to public health and the vitality of the U.S. economy.  The S-K Program expects to have approximately $5.4 million available for grant awards in FY 2009.  A Federal Register Notice announcing the upcoming solicitation is expected to be published in July.
The S-K program is capitalized through annual transfers by the Secretary of Agriculture to the Secretary of Commerce into the Promote and Develop Fishery Products account of amounts equal to 30 percent of the gross receipts collected under the customs laws on imports of fish and fish products. 
For a detailed description of the program and ongoing projects, please go to http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/mb/financial_services/skhome.htm 
