Annex I

Specific Tasks for Each Recommendation

RECOMMENDATION 1: Work closely with the Food and Drug Administration and provide support for regulatory activity as well as assisting the seafood industry in understanding food law compliance issues.

Specific Tasks: (1) Complete the updated Memorandum of Understanding between NOAA and FDA. (2) Negotiate and complete an updated Memorandum of Understanding between NOAA and FDA on seafood research. 

RECOMMENDATION 2:  Increase analytical capacities to support seafood monitoring programs in NOAA Fisheries Service at the National Seafood Inspection Laboratory and the Northwest Fisheries Science Center, and certify NOAA accredited third party laboratories.
Specific Tasks: To be elaborated
RECOMMENDATION 3:  Establish systematic monitoring programs and databases for the U.S. seafood supply for contaminants and species substitutions.
Specific Tasks: To be elaborated
RECOMMENDATION 4:  Develop new and automated technologies for more rapid, timely, and cost-efficient analyses of contaminants and antibiotic residues.
Specific Tasks: To be elaborated
RECOMMENDATION 5:  Increase enforcement of contaminant and drug residue regulations and economic fraud cases based on monitoring programs.
Specific Tasks: To be elaborated
RECOMMENDATION 6:  Increase the capacity of the Seafood Inspection Program to inspect foreign seafood processors to meet U.S. standards.

Specific Tasks: (1) Develop a database system to keep and analyze key information for trends. (2) Develop an electronic certification system that provides certification instantaneously and facilitates trade in seafood. (3) Obtain software to facilitate traceability and chain of custody requirements concerning illegally caught fish
RECOMMENDATION 7:  Improve methods and increase capacity for DNA-based and other chemical methods for species identification.

Specific Tasks: (1) Develop field tests with “Barcode of Life” technology that can rapidly confirm species identification. (2) Collaborate with academia, other Federal agencies and private institutions to build an adequate reference sample library for species identification.  (3) Develop and distribute consumer information about economic fraud issues in seafood.
RECOMMENDATION 8: Create and apply sustainability standards for U.S. wild caught fisheries and place a sustainability logo on seafood products deemed by NOAA to come from sustainable fishery stocks.

Specific Tasks: (1) Develop internal sustainability standards using FAO Responsible Fishing criteria. (2) Develop NOAA’s auditing capacity. (3) Create an auditing unit independent of Fisheries Management.
RECOMMENDATION 9:  Augment research directed at evaluating benefits versus risks of seafood consumption, including contemporary assessments of mercury, selenium, banned chemical contaminants, emerging chemicals of concern, and omega-3 fatty acids.
Specific Tasks: To be elaborated.
RECOMMENDATION 10:  Augment research to better understand human requirements for beneficial factors in seafood and health impacts of seafood contaminants.
Specific Tasks: To be elaborated.
RECOMMENDATION 11:  Improve public outreach and communication by providing up-to-date information and descriptions of programs to protect seafood consumers (e.g., NOAA Fisheries Service Fish Watch web page, conferences, and correcting media inaccuracies).

Specific Tasks: To be elaborated.
RECOMMENDATION 12: Revise US Grade Standards for Fish and Fishery Products to be more useful in describing high quality and desirable consumer products that will increase demand for seafood products.

Specific Tasks: (1) Create new draft standards that cover all economically important seafood.  (2) Create technical working groups consisting of a broad selection of interested constituents.  (3) Publish new standards with updated training videos imbedded in the standard instructions to provide better, more consistent US seafood products.

RECOMMENDATION 13: Increase NOAA Fisheries’ involvement in the Codex Committee for Fish and Fishery Products (CCFFP) beyond the current level of providing an Alternate US delegate.

Specific Tasks: (1) Provide more scientific and technical assistance to the US delegates in developing US positions.  (2) Consider staffing a position to coordinate NOAA scientific and technical assistance.  (3) Send more than one person to future CCFFP for support of the US delegates.
RECOMMENDATION 14: Combine seafood safety components under a single office in NOAA fisheries for better direction and coordination.
SpecificTasks: (1) the Seafood Inspection Program, the National Seafood Inspection Laboratory, and the Partnerships and Communications Branch should receive direction and coordination from one program office.
(2)  A position should be added for coordination of seafood quality and safety research activities with the Science Centers

(3) A position should be added for trade support coordination.  
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