Annotated Agenda 

MAFAC
November 12-14, 2008  ∙  New Orleans, LA
1. Agenda item Title of Discussion:
 Gulf of Mexico Aquaculture Fishery Management Plan
2. Discussion Leader/Presenter:

· Tom McIlwain, Chairman, Gulf of Mexico Regional Fishery Management Council

· Peter Smith, Sr., Vice President, Waldemar S. Nelson and Company, Inc.

· Michael Rubino, NOAA Aquaculture Program Manager
3. Objective/Purpose: Receive a formal briefing on the origins, objectives, and features of the Gulf of Mexico Council’s aquaculture Fishery Management Plan, hear from a representative of the industry about their perspective, as well as hear the viewpoint of the NOAA aquaculture program.  
Three speaker’s will each speak for 15 minutes and will be followed by a 60 minute MAFAC question and discussion period, concluding with any Committee findings and recommendations to the Department and NOAA.

4. Background/Synopsis:
MAFAC has been extremely active in the development of the Administration’s initiatives, strategic 10-year plan and draft legislation for aquaculture.  Aquaculture development is one of the major foundations in MAFAC’s view of the future of marine fisheries.  The committee has been informally briefed on the development of the Gulf Council aquaculture amendment in the past.  
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