Annotated Agenda 

MAFAC
November 12-14, 2008  ∙  New Orleans, LA
1. Agenda item Title of Discussion: Update Briefing - Ecolabeling 

2. Discussion Leader/Presenter: Mark Holliday, Director, NMFS Policy Office
3. Objective/Purpose:   Provide an update on July MAFAC recommendation for seafood certification and the public information and education effort.

4. Background/Synopsis:   In 2007, NMFS requested that MAFAC evaluate and recommend what role the US Government should pursue with respect to ecolabeling, and if there should be a formal government certification program.   This was discussed at the last two MAFAC meetings (Dec 2007, July 2008). At the July 2008 meeting, an overview of seafood eco-labeling was presented to MAFAC, they were provided the FAO guidance on eco-labeling and other background material, and a presentation was made by Kitty Simonds (Executive Director, Western Pacific Fishery Management Council) on a proposal supporting a NOAA Sustainable Fisheries label (attached and discussed below). MAFAC passed a motion stating:
“NOAA [should] provide a plan to provide a mark and/or other acknowledgment for use on or with domestic fishery products that are sustainably managed in accordance with U.S. national standards.  Further, that NOAA make a substantial effort to improve public education efforts through FishWatch and other means regarding the status of U.S. fish and shellfish stocks and the health benefits of consuming them.”

NMFS leadership considered this motion and further discussed the topic at their August 2008 meeting in Woods Hole.  The preferred recommendations that resulted are as follows:

1. It is recommended that the Leadership Council not endorse the creation of a federal ecolabel.  

2. It is recommended that NOAA Fisheries focus its resources on expanding and improving efforts to communicate and acknowledge the status of sustainability of US domestic fisheries in accordance with U.S. national standards. Further, that NOAA Fisheries should make a substantial effort to improve public education efforts through FishWatch and other means regarding the status of U.S. fish and shellfish stocks and the health benefits of consuming them.  The scope of these efforts should include domestic production of wild and aquaculture stocks subject to federal stewardship. 
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