Annotated Agenda 

MAFAC
November 12-14, 2008  ∙  New Orleans, LA
1. Agenda item Title of Discussion:  Policies Influencing U.S. Fisheries Infrastructure

2. Discussion Leader/Presenter:

Part I – Gulf experience & Response to Hurricane events 

· Phil Steele, NOAA Fisheries, Assistant Regional Administrator, Sustainable Fisheries 

· Larry Simpson, Executive Director, Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission

· Harlon Pearce, Commercial Fisherman, Gulf Mexico Council member, Louisiana Seafood Promotion & Marketing Board

· Rita Curtis, Chief, Economic & Social Analysis Division, NMFS Office of Science and Technology 

Part II – Sustainable Fishing Communities

· Gary Reisner, Director, NMFS Office of Management and Budget
· Alan Risenhoover, Director, NMFS Office of Sustainable Fisheries
· Ralph Cantral, Senior Advisor, NOS Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management

3. Objective/Purpose:  Evaluate recent experiences affecting the sustainability of fishing communities and fisheries infrastructure as a result of hurricane events in the Gulf, and examine overall policies influencing the long term viability of fisheries infrastructure.  
The topic is broken into two parts: in Part I, four speakers will address the Gulf experience and response to hurricane events from various perspectives, including related data and research/science issues, followed by 90 minutes of questions and discussion by the MAFAC committee.  In Part II, these experiences will be complemented by the more general context of policies affecting US fisheries infrastructure and the sustainability of fishing communities, including coastal planning for resiliency, fisheries overcapacity reduction, and federal assistance and subsidy policies.  Three speakers will talk for 20-30 minutes each, followed by a 60 minute MAFAC question and discussion period, concluding with any Committee findings and recommendations to the Department and NOAA.

4. Background/Synopsis:
In the vision document prepared by MAFAC the long term viability of fishing communities and the necessary supporting infrastructure were topics of concern and discussion. Economic, social, climate and coastal development impacts play as much a role in the future of marine fisheries as biological status of the exploited stock. Gulf fisheries have recently been subject to extreme stress.  MAFAC is interested in learning what has been the federal/NOAA/state agency response to the effects of recent hurricane events on Gulf coast fisheries, including supporting infrastructure.  Is there a NOAA plan or policy to support sustainable fishing communities across regions subject to natural and fishery disasters?  How does support for maintaining or rebuilding fisheries infrastructure get reconciled with objectives to reduce capacity in overcapitalized fisheries?  Present updates on status and content of rulemaking on declarations of a “fishery failure” as well as related disaster declarations and recent Congressional financial assistance decisions for fisheries. What role does buyouts of excess capacity play and what are their impacts on sustainable communities?  
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