Annotated Agenda 

MAFAC
November 12-14, 2008  ∙  New Orleans, LA
1. Agenda item Title of Discussion:
   Seafood Quality and Safety Update
2. Discussion Leader/Presenter:   Tim Hansen, Director, NMFS Seafood Inspection Program
3. Objective/Purpose:  Provide a status report on NOAA Fisheries strategic plan for seafood quality and safety, including an update on USDA catfish inspection rulemaking that has resulted from farm bill action, and an update on FDA-NOAA Fisheries Memorandum of Understanding

4. Background/Synopsis:
At the July 2008 meeting, MAFAC received presentations on the FDA’s program on seafood safety, its collaboration with NMFS, how NOAA might position itself based on some of the problems and challenges seen in the seafood arena, and the unique capabilities and NOAA assets available concerning biological or chemical contamination of seafood.   MAFAC discussed various ideas and roles for improving seafood safety, including focusing on additional NMFS/FDA MOUs on research in addition to the inspection MOU currently under review; how third-party certifications (ideally conducted by NOAA) fit best with FDA for their purposes of making regulatory decisions; and how the role of NOAA providing information as a third-party certifier into FDA fits well within NOAA's existing role without duplicating FDA functions, and would improve FDA's success in its regulatory role (similarly to the focus of the inspection MOU). 
MAFAC discussed and passed the following motion on this issue:
We recommend that NOAA develop a strategic plan for seafood safety based on input from our own seafood safety people and from FDA, with an emphasis on completing the MOAs with FDA, and emphasis on internal organization, economic fraud, and increased research into public confidence in seafood, and especially increased research into food safety technologies, and include the positives and the job well done of the current seafood safety program. 

Progress on the development of the strategic plan will be presented
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