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P-R-0-C-E-E-D-1-N-G-S
(8:40 a.m.)

MR. BILLY: Good morning,
everyone.

[COMMITTEE MEMBERS]: Good
morning.

MR. BILLY: [I"m going to work hard
to make sure we operate In an efficient
manner today and hopefully finish on time or
maybe even a little early, we"ll see.

I understand while 1 didn"t
participate, | understand that there were
several large pizzas that people benefitted
from yesterday evening. Sounded awfully
good.

Anyway, we"re going to first deal
with administrative matters. It Is my
pleasure to call on Mark Holliday to lead us
through that discussion.

Mark.

DR. HOLLIDAY: Thanks, Tom.

Good morning, everybody. 1"ve
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gotten several questions about getting rides
and things back to airports later today or
tomorrow. This i1s the schedule of flights
based on your i1tineraries. Rather than try
to match you up with partners, just look in
that column H. It may be a little far away,
but you can get up and look at 1t. Those are
the times when people are going. |If you see
a flight, make sure i1t"s to the right airport
at a time that looks close to yours. Check
with that person, see i1f they have a car, and
you can carpool back with them.

So we have people leaving at
various times. Some have left already, some
are leaving early this afternoon, some are
staying overnight. Rather than try to do
that myself, you can just take a look at some
of these times. 1"11 leave this up during
the morning here before we get to the report,
and you can check with somebody who has a
flight close to yours.

MR. BILLY: Okay. 1°d like to --
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while I"m staying out till Sunday, 1711 be
attending a meeting here tomorrow morning and
then driving north, so I could drop someone
off at San Jose or even San Francisco Airport
mid-afternoon tomorrow, Friday. So -- and 1
have a car.

MS. LOWMAN: Tom, when are you
leaving?

MR. BILLY: This meeting.

MS. LOWMAN: No, no. When are you
leaving here?

MR. BILLY: Oh, about 1:00.

DR. HOLLIDAY: So I°11 leave this
up for a little bit. And, you know, check it
and we"ll ask you to make your arrangements
one on one with your potential partner. |IT
you"re getting a ride back, there"s always
the Monterey shuttle. It has 20 different
times a day that i1t leaves from the hotel
back to both airports, as a failsafe. Hope
this helps make i1t easier connections. You
know, 1f some of your plans have changed and
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whatever, so this i1s the knowledge 1 had
coming out here about when people were
traveling.

VICE CHAIR BALSIGER: Today"s the
14th.

DR. HOLLIDAY: Today"s the 14th.
I had to check that.

Okay. So I put on the agenda some
of these administrative things because on the
last day we tend to lose people as the day
goes on. | wanted to try to get maximum
participation on important questions like
time and place for the next meeting.

At the November meeting last year
in New Orleans we tried to project forward
and looked at the date for this meeting as
well as the fall meeting. We settled iInto a
general i1dea that for November of 2009, as
the month that the location would be back in
D.C. We"d flip the sequence. We normally
would meet i1In the spring in D.C. We didn"t
think there"d be a full complement of
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appointees in the new administration. We let
that settle down and we"d meet individually
with the new Administrator or others in the
spring.

So we were looking at D.C. in the
fall. And the week that seemed to work best
for people last year and still doesn®"t seem
to have any major conflicts with respect to
councils 1s that second week, Veteran®"s Day
holiday week. So as we did last year, 1t was
the week encompassing Veteran®s Day.

So what 1 propose to do, because |
know people®s calendars are always In a state
of flux and we don"t have the full complement
of members here today, this happened to me
last time, and the people who were here, we
might say, i1t"s only fair that those who come
should be subject to when we me. But because
we do have a portion of members who weren"t
able to make this meeting for legitimate
reasons, | want to make sure that we include
their preferences for meeting times as well.
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But right now 1t would be that second week
in November iIn the Washington, D.C. area.

I was going to post this. 1 think
for Eric"s subcommittee we"ve been using
Doodle. It"s a little online choose-your-
dates, can-you-make-this, can-you-not-make-
this program. And 1711 do that starting
today to get your preferences on that date or
an alternate week. But the wildcard is that
I wanted to find out from you how important
it 1s to -- you know, Dr. Lubchenco"s
schedule gets booked up pretty fast, but --
Is that a make-or-break issue i1f she can"t
make that meeting? |Is that enough for us to
consider an alternative date or is 1t more it
would be our preference to schedule 1t when
she might be able to coincide with the free
time on her schedule?

I"m trying to get a sense. |Is
that a killer for any particular date that we
choose 1n your mind?

MR. BILLY: [In our subcommittee
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meeting yesterday, the NOAA strategic
planning, it appeared that the planning staff
might be ready to schedule a series of
meetings for Dr. Lubchenco and other senior
people i1in late September and October or
November, where they would have --

DR. HOLLIDAY: The stakeholder
meetings?

MR. BILLY: The stakeholder
meetings, yeah.

MR. JONER: Regional stakeholder
meetings.

MR. BILLY: Yeah, but they"re also
going to be a series in Washington. And one
1dea we had was perhaps to tie one of those
to our meeting, so | just wanted to alert you
to that. Because we would have hopefully
provided some input which you will hear
about, but that could tie into when we
schedule.

DR. HOLLIDAY: Okay. |1 hear your
point. Let me clear the fTirst question about
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coinciding with Dr. Lubchenco"s schedule to
attend the meeting. Would that be a high
priority or low priority for the group iIn
terms of scheduling our meeting?

How many people -- | was just
going to do a show of hands to make it
easier. |1 mean is it a really high priority
for -- who thinks 1t"s a very high priority
to schedule i1t in accordance with that?

(Hands raised.)

DR. HOLLIDAY: We"ve got maybe
five people.

Medium priority in terms of our
schedule?

(Hands raised.)

DR. HOLLIDAY: Two, eight.

And a low priority?

(Hands raised.)

DR. HOLLIDAY: Again, this 1s not
definitive, but I1"m just trying to step
through.

Heather.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

117

12

13

14

15

14

17

18

19

20

2]

22

12

MS. McCARTY: Thank you, Mr.
Charrman.

The other thing that we talked
about In our subcommittee was that it"s
possible that we could have spoken either as
a small group or as the chair, or however,
but MAFAC could by that time have already
spoken to Dr. Lubchenco about things that
we"re working on and the trends and all of
that stuff. So 1t"s possible that we could
have already taken care of some of that by
the time November rolls around.

DR. HOLLIDAY: Oh, I"m sorry.
Yeah, my assumption is that between now and
then that representatives of MAFAC will have
met with Dr. Lubchenco and the new
administration team.

MS. McCARTY: Hence my medium
priority, medium to low. It would be nice to
get her there, for everyone to meet her, but
I think we would have already spoken.

MR. BILLY: Tom.
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MR. RAFTICAN: And independently
the Ecosystem Subcommittee came up with
essentially the same recommendations.

DR. HOLLIDAY: So that"s to Tom"s
point about coinciding with the Strategic
Planning Stakeholder meeting that would be
scheduled In the D.C. area. Would people see
that as a high priority for us to schedule, a
medium priority, or a low priority, in terms
of influencing our schedule date for the next
meeting?

Tom®"s suggestion from the
Committee discussion was that i1t would be
nice to coincide.

MS. McCARTY: High.

DR. HOLLIDAY: There was interest
In coinciding our meeting date with the
schedule for that stakeholder meeting.

MR. BILLY: Just one point of
clarification. In my mind at least part of
my thinking was we may not get her for three
days or even a day, but 1f she"s going to be

NEAL R. GROSS

COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

117

12

13

14

15

14

17

18

19

20

2]

22

14

spending time holding these sessions we might
have an opportunity to interact as a
committee in that framework. So i1t was like
I almost thought of 1t as an alternative to
getting her to the MAFAC meeting, 1T we
can"t.

DR. HOLLIDAY: Did Paul Doremus
describe the structure of those meetings?
They"ve had one 1In Alaska back in February.
There was a structured discussion about
Issues that -- and they had small round
tables and they broke out Into discussion
groups.

MR. BILLY: Not really. |1 mean
I"ve been going to --

DR. HOLLIDAY: 1 was curious
whether 1t was the same format and what
opportunity there would be to have an
exchange directly with Dr. Lubchenco as
opposed to making a keynote and then giving
It to staff for the next couple of days and
she disappears.
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I don"t know. So Paul didn"t have
anything new on that.

MS. McCARTY: We didn"t talk about
that nor did he give us any particular
timing.

DR. HOLLIDAY: There have been --

MS. McCARTY: He did talk about
the timing of the planning councils, which
might be somewhat separate. And my
impression was that -- well, 1t"s always
better to get your oar iIn the water sooner
rather than later. And you don"t want to
come i1n on the tail end of something like
that and try to backfill, or whatever. So I
guess the meeting of the group that we talked
about was the earlier the better rather than
waiting until late iIn the year.

DR. HOLLIDAY: Okay. Thank you.

So just by show of hands 1In terms
of hearing what we heard about coinciding
with the stakeholder, would people consider
it a high priority, a medium priority, or a
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low priority to have where possible to
coincide with one of those meetings. Would
it be a high priority?

MS. DOERR: Which meetings? 1I™m
having problems down here.

DR. HOLLIDAY: We"re trying to
schedule our next MAFAC meeting.

MS. DOERR: Yeah.

DR. HOLLIDAY: There are going to
be a series of stakeholder workshops
sponsored by Paul Doremus® office to help
generate the Next Generation NOAA Strategic
Plan --

MS. DOERR: Okay.

DR. HOLLIDAY: -- that are
inviting constituents, stakeholders, others
to inform NOAA. And Paul indicated to one of
the working groups or the subcommittees
yesterday that there would be some scheduled
in the D.C. area end of September, October-
November time period. And Tom was expressing
the notion that we could schedule our
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meeting, the next MAFAC meeting, to coincide
with that, so that we could be full
participants i1n that stakeholder workshop.

MR. BILLY: Heather.

MS. McCARTY: What about we --

DR. HOLLIDAY: Does that --

MS. McCARTY: Sorry. Thank you.
What 1f we schedule i1t then but not as a kind
of an add-on to one of those but as one of
those? You know, as we are a stakeholder
group we"d like to have a meeting as part of
that process, but not try to hook onto one of
the stakeholder groups? Because then 1 think
we" 1l get short shrift.

MS. LOWMAN: 1 think so, too.

MR. DEWEY: Um-hum.

MS. McCARTY: I think 1T we have
our own stakeholder group, we are a
stakeholder group and we"re kind of a
representative one.

MR. DEWEY: Good idea.

MS. McCARTY: Ask for i1t in that
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veiln rather than say that we want to hook
onto another one.

MR. BILLY: And picking up on that
idea, we could even as part of agenda plan
dedicate one day to that kind of thought 1f
It works, so that...

VICE CHAIR BALSIGER: I don"t
think you"d want to have the entire agenda be
the structured stakeholder process that
Doremus intends to run through, but -- 1
don®"t know how long the stakeholder meeting
Is, but the typical stakeholder one i1s four
hours. You might want to have a whole
morning devoted to that process.

DR. HOLLIDAY: So I think I have
the gist of what you"re trying to accomplish
there.

The 1dea that some of you
expressed yesterday about the duration of the
meeting, we"ve been using this three-day
format. A number of you commented about
there®s a lot of things going on but very
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little time for getting into depth in terms
of the discussion relative to the
presentation time. So there are a couple of
-— 1F that"s a general feeling of the group
with respect to how we structure the meeting,
there are a couple of potential remedies.

One i1s to have fewer i1tems on the
agenda, one or two, as opposed to the numbers
that we"ve had, and cover them in more detail
and more depth. The other i1s to keep the
number of topics about the same, add a day to
make 1t a longer meeting, because the fixed
costs of getting to a destination are sort of
the larger cost involved. The additional per
diem 1s sort of the margin -- of the smaller
marginal cost.

The other i1dea i1s to -- we said
we"d look at the i1dea of an additional, a
third meeting during the year. Again there's
pros and cons, not the least of which being
the cost. But your schedules seem to be sort
of the super committed type that"s pretty
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difficult to get two dates a year to get your
time. So I"m obviously showing some of my
preferences, but those are some of the i1deas.

I"m trying to make sure that we
schedule meetings and that we have
satisfactory time scheduled and use 1t well
but serve your needs to be active and
compelling participants iIn this process. So
1"d like to get a little bit of feedback and
try to schedule the November meeting. But 1is
the three-day format, notwithstanding what we
said about the stakeholder day, i1s that still
our target? Do we want to try to lengthen
the meeting? Do we want to try to focus on
fewer agenda i1tems?

Some open questions that 1°d like
to hear some feedback on.

MR. O"SHEA: 1 don"t know, I"ve
been doing this maybe six years and 1 thought
1"d have a hard time going down the list of
what we covered this week and say I didn"t
need to hear this. So I thought the topics
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you had this week were really solid.

I1"d much rather travel on a Sunday
than try to accommodate a third meeting. So
I think a four-day meeting if you want to
make more time, from my perspective, makes
sense.

MR. BILLY: All right. 1 like
sort of the format and the number of topics
approximately that we"re dealing with we had
the last two or three meetings. It might be
helpful to think about an extra half a day
because then people could travel and get home
in the format that we"ve been doing i1t of
late.

And the other thought 1 have and
it may sound like 1t"s not tied into this but
It 1s, and that 1s for a while we encouraged
the staff to prepare one-pagers or little
white papers for what we were being briefed
on or going to deal with. And while 1 know
that may be a pain for the staff, i1t"s very
helpful for us to prepare for the meeting and
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may expedite the process to make us more
efficient. So that"s just a thought 1 wanted
to share.

Tom.

MR. RAFTICAN: Maybe to take that
one step further, instead of trying to get
together three times or an extra day, a half
a day may work well, but 1f we had
preparatory documents and maybe a conference
call a month in advance or three weeks in
advance, 1 think 1t would make things -- you
know, you could structure a call. The call
could be just a couple hours, but put
everybody on 1t. We get an i1dea upfront
what"s going on. And i1t gives us a chance to
better prepare. You guys are usually pretty
-- very well prepared coming In, but i1t gets
us all on the same page coming In and it
might facilitate the time line a little.

MR. BILLY: Bill.

MR. RAFTICAN: 1"ve been
comfortable with the meeting structure we"ve
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had to date. | think 1t"s pretty well on a
number of topics and so on. This meeting
worked well, 1 thought.

With the strategic planning
potential for this next meeting, you know, if
we"re going to dedicate a whole half a day to
that, we might want to consider In this
situation adding a half day specifically for
that so we can still have a full agenda. And
I kind of like the i1dea that Tom suggested of
staff puts a lot of work In to preparing the
PowerPoint presentations, but a one-page
summary would be helpful to me as well on the
topics that we"re going to be hearing about
and some guidance as far as what sort of
recommendations or advice they might be
seeking from MAFAC around these topics would
be helpful.

MR. BILLY: Let"s hear from you.
Any other thoughts?

MR. JONER: I guess | would -- I"m
not a big fan of conference calls even though
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I have to do them all the time. Maybe that"s
the way. So I guess 1°d rather donate an
extra half a day of my life than be on
another conference call.

MR. BILLY: Martin.

MR. MARTIN FISHER: [1"d echo that
same sentiment. And 1 feel a little guilty
here because 1"ve been sort of pushing for a
fourth day. And I think your idea of a half
day i1s a really good compromise i1t people
don*"t want to -- or i1t would be difficult for
a lot of people to extend that full day and
then travel on the weekend, so half a day
would certainly go a long ways towards
helping.

MR. BILLY: Okay.

MS. FELLER: Thank you. I mean
for my part 1t would be easier to extend half
a day or a day. And I mean I agree with
Bill, I like the organization of the agenda
and the amount of material. 1 would have
liked more time In subcommittee discussion,
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for sure. And | think that those are things
that would probably be well suited to
conference calls offline, but you can"t
substitute face time. And I would really
have liked to have had a little bit of time
for that discussion. So if that could be
accommodated by spending an extra half day
that would be good.

MR. BILLY: Heather.

MS. McCARTY: |1 think half a day
iIs really the same thing as a full day when
you get right down to it, travel time,
particularly if you live in Alaska or
someplace and you got to go someplace. |1
mean you lose that day anyway, just --

MS. FOY: [I"m going to second
that.

MS. McCARTY: -- neither here nor
there. 1 think that we try to do too much.
I have always thought that and I still think
that, even though this particular meeting has
been full really good and new information.

NEAL R. GROSS

COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

117

12

13

14

15

14

17

18

19

20

2]

22

26

Sometimes in the past | have felt like the
information wasn"t so essential.

And so 1 think 1f you can make a
differentiation between essential and new
information and older and nonessential
information, you clear the agenda a little
bit for more discussion, which I also think
we need. And that"s what we can do when
we"re together, whereas stuff we don"t have
to be together for.

So I kind of like Tom"s idea of
information ahead of time, maybe a conference
call. 1 don"t have any problem with that.
But, you know, 1 get overwhelmed sometimes by
the amount of stuff we have to listen to and
much rather take the time to talk.

MR. BILLY: Randy.

MR. RANDY FISHER: 1t would be a
little bit helpful to -- 1 think It"s a
little unfair to put a lot more work on Mark
because I know we do a lot of meetings and 1
know 1t"s a giant pain in the butt to try and
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get people to give you stuff before the
meetings. I mean i1t"s a nightmare. So 1Tt we
expect that to happen, 1 think that"s not a
fair thing, really.

And then the other question is
when you prepare the agendas how much in
advance is it really possible to prepare an
agenda for a meeting like this? | mean just
out of curiosity, how...

DR. HOLLIDAY: Agenda preparation
one of my more difficult tasks, --

MR. RANDY FISHER: Right.

DR. HOLLIDAY: -- i1n getting both
the attention of the membership to give
feedback. My goal has been to have a
published agenda mailed out a month in
advance of the meeting. | have not met that
yet. My intent i1s to have materials
published to the website two weeks In advance
for read-ahead materials. And your
experience i1s shared. People come to the
meeting with their PowerPoints never having
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seen anything in advance.

So 1 think there®s a distinction
between what we can and expect realistically
what we"d like to do. For the November
meeting last year we had an annotated agenda.

We talked about this idea of having a one-
page summary, which my staff and 1 wrote
those up for every agenda topic. It didn"t
seem to make a whole lot of difference to the
membership. This 1s just my impression, 1in
terms of helping people understand. We still
had to go through a lot of making sure
everybody 1s on the same page. Some people
didn"t have time to read them ahead of time.

So i1n theory 1 like the idea.

It"s something that | have promoted
internally In our own meetings in the Fishery
Service: Why are we meeting on this topic,
what do we hope to get out of 1t, are their
options. And that"s a very standard
convention. But i1ts utility in real life
sometimes i1s not as we"d like 1t to be.
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MR. RANDY FISHER: One follow-up
to that. | thought the conference call we
had with Eric on disaster relief prior to the
meeting was valuable because we got through a
lot of stuff. So we came -- we cut down the
time that we needed by a long ways because we
already knew what was going on.

So 1t seems to me that 1f we"re
going to pick a few major topics that are
important, then we should i1dentify those and
set up a system to do that, and then not
expect to have everything iIn advance, because
It ain"t going to happen, folks. | mean
we"re just setting ourselves -- him for
failure, mostly, because that®"s what happens,
and I don"t think that"s fair.

MR. BILLY: Dorothy.

MS. LOWMAN: Yeah. 1 mean I do
think that even though 1t"s hard and painful
and you get busy with your lives, the
Committee"s been fairly good at carving out
some time between meetings, like the 2020
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Working Group and we did the Transition Paper
and I think we"ll probably have some things
to do after this meeting, and maybe that"s
also making better use of some -- of making a
commitment to do some work between meetings
iIs another way to -- and, you know, I mean
Eric"s group was another example.

MR. BILLY: Martin.

MR. MARTIN FISHER: I hate to be a
flapjack, but --

DR. HOLLIDAY: Pancake?

(Side comments and laughter.)

MR. MARTIN FISHER: My original
idea about iIncreasing meeting length was so
that we could devote a full day whether it
was broken up in two half-days of pure
subcommittee discussion, because that"s where
we do our work. And to just give us another
half-day, 1 don"t think that"s enough. 1
think 1f we could commit to another full day
of work and however you want to spread out
the load, but there"s so much to absorb and
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then i1t takes a little bit of time to process
what we absorb. And then just about the time
you really coalesce everything in your mind,
you"re on a plane. And it would be really
great 1f we could spend our last day or the
day before the last day purely doing work
group stuff. That"s kind of why 1 had been
pushing for that, so.

And the flapjack was i1s that I was
deferring to Tom and going anything with, oh,
well, a half-day"s a good compromise.

VICE CHAIR BALSIGER: 1It"s a
little bit different than a waffle.

MR. MARTIN FISHER: Yeah.

(Laughter.)

MR. BILLY: Okay, any other
comments on this?

VICE CHAIR BALSIGER: Well, why
don"t we leave that with Mark and we"l1l mull
this over. You know, 1If he had the right
support at least for the NMFS stuff, we
should be able to get stuff out ahead of
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time. That will help a little bit.

Obviously 1T the FDA comes in or Doremus from
PPI, we have less of an ability to torque
that. | think we understand i1t. We probably
don"t need to spend a lot more time here.

MR. JONER: After all this, what
are our target dates, still the same, the
week. .?

DR. HOLLIDAY: Well, the target
date was the Veteran®"s Day week In November.

MR. JONER: Which i1s the week of
the 9th, right?

DR. HOLLIDAY: 1 believe so, yeah.

And 1 would send out this electronic cast-
your-vote --

VICE CHAIR BALSIGER: Modified by
the stakeholder dates, which we don®"t have.

MR. JONER: Right.

DR. HOLLIDAY: 1 mean I will check
that with Paul and the PPl when I --

MR. JONER: As long as you know
for me and a couple others, there®"s a council
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meeting the week before, which makes things
like conference calls --

DR. HOLLIDAY: Right. That"s why
we got to this window of trying to.

MR. JONER: -- just pretty much
out of the question for that week, week
before.

DR. HOLLIDAY: Right. One of the
things we do 1s map out those council
intersections and exclude them from the --

MR. JONER: Which for me also
includes conference calls, because | -- as
you notice, | can"t do.

DR. HOLLIDAY: Can"t be doing --

MR. JONER: Just can"t be done
during council week. Way too exciting.

DR. HOLLIDAY: So a couple of
quick things on membership and such 1*d like
to cover.

I should start off by saying this
Is the last meeting for two members present
here, that 1Tt you recall we asked for to help
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us through the transition, new members to old
members, that four of our brethren stay on
for another meeting to help with this
overlap, and 1t"s my honor to extend my
thanks to both Bob Fletcher and Tony DilLernia
who gratefully extended their term to help us
merge into the new 2009 cycle and carry
forward with the excellent work that they
have contributed for their two terms plus one
year .

So | thank you all and 1 think
everyone here would echo that sentiment, so
thank you.

(Applause.)

MR. BILLY: Tony.

MR. DILERNIA: Thank you very
much. [1"m going to miss everyone. | hear
you planning your next meeting and sadly I™m
not going to be there. |I"m going to miss
everyone. For me this will be the end of 18
years worth of association with the Agency:
11 years as council member and right after
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being term limited out as council member |
became a member of the MAFAC, so it"s been 18
continuous years. And l"ve been very proud
to work with the Agency.

I said last night over pizza and
cocktails that the Agency often finds i1tself
-- Ffolks who work at the Agency often find
themselves in a very difficult position. And
I stand by that. | really believe that, that
folks who work there try very hard and are
very dedicated and want to do the right thing
for our resources and for our fishermen.

And while 1"m on the topic of
describing hard work and people at the
Agency, | have to make a particular note of
the very hard work that our Executive
Director has done for us.

While chairman 1 could not have
had a better staff, and the staff was one
person and that was Dr. Mark Holliday. And
so, Doc, the boss i1s there and Jim has been
great for us, but my day-to-day has been with
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you, Doc, and you"ve been the one that"s been
there to make these meetings happen and all,
and 1 really appreciate 1t. Thank you very
much.

DR. HOLLIDAY: Thank you, Tony.

(Applause.)

MR. BILLY: Bob.

MR. FLETCHER: 1 share Tony"s
sentiments and 1"ve actually been around
longer than that.

MR. DILERNIA: Older than dirt,
Bob.

MR. FLETCHER: Fifteen years with
the council and then seven years here. It"s
been a real trip, a real learning experience.

And yesterday Heather said something In our
subcommittee that 1 just totally agreed with.
She says the NMFS staff are remarkable In
their commitment and the time that they put
in 1t. And I share that. And I"m just
pleased to have had some small part to do
with fitting In the agenda.

NEAL R. GROSS

COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

117

12

13

14

15

14

17

18

19

20

2]

22

37

And 1 think the new players here
would remember one very important thing: Go
to New York and call Captain Tony.

(Laughter.)

MR. DILERNIA: You have my number.

MR. FLETCHER: Trip of a lifetime,
I guarantee you. He i1s Mr. New York. And
don*"t forget to go to Don"t Tell Mama®"s. And
I thank everyone here and 1t"s been a real
honor to have been associated with this group
and this effort. And I wish you all well.
And 1T there i1s ever an opportunity to come
to San Diego, hopefully you"ll have my
number. Thank you.

DR. HOLLIDAY: Thank you.

(Applause.)

DR. HOLLIDAY: So on the topic of
new members we have published a Federal
Register notice alerting the public that
nominations are being sought to fill these
vacancies on MAFAC. The process 1s very
similar to what we went through last summer,
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that people can self-nominate or be nominated
by colleagues or friends. There"s not a
formal application. You"re familiar with 1It,
having been appointed yourselves. But i1t"s
not that different from what"s been done in
the past.

The closing date for nominations
Is June 5th. And so it"s open, 1t"s been
open for -- 1t"1l be open for like a month
and a half. Up to two recommendations or
ref- -- supporting letters are welcome. More
than two won*"t really make a difference, so
we try to discourage the sort of blanket
campaigns, to get the information necessary.

The one difference this year that
I just learned about through the email this
week Is that In the Obama Administration
there 1s a new —- 1t"s not an executive
order, 1t"s just New Direction on
Appointments to Advisory Committees, that if
somebody has been a registered lobbyist
within the last two years that they are
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ineligible to serve on an advisory committee
In the administration.

MS. McCARTY: Federal lobbyist.

DR. HOLLIDAY: Federal lobbyist
and there"s a definition of what that means,
so most people know 1f they are a registered
lobbyist with the Senate or House 1In
Washington, D.C., there"s a list, there®s a
process, there"s a website.

111 circulate this memo for your
information, but that"s a new requirement in
the transparency of this administration, that
iIT you have been a federal registered
lobbyist through the House or Senate, that
you be ineligible for consideration.

Go ahead.

VICE CHAIR BALSIGER: One other
difference of course is that i1t"s likely that
Downtown will play much larger role in
selecting the members than in the past. |1
think Fisheries last selected the names and
got them approved. | think that there's
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going to be hands-on. So your advice on what
two letters -- I"m not sure that there isn"t
some advantage to having more letters of
support to Lubchenco, so that"s something we
might think about, so.

DR. HOLLIDAY: Well, the letters
are not required, certainly. But they"re
encouraged to get, too. And I think the
Federal Register notice indicated that was
the desire.

MR. BILLY: Dorothy.

MS. LOWMAN: So several people
that have been interested had asked me, well,
what -- you know, how do they make these
decisions and what are there -- and 1 said,
well, you know, my feeling is that they try
-- that you guys try to get a mix
geographically and among the stakeholders on
fisheries i1ssues and that there -- but
there®s no fixed, so many recreational, so
many commercial or anything like that. But
iIt"s making sure that there"s a good mix.
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