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Mission and Vision
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Stewardship of living marine 
resources and the promotion of 
healthy ecosystems through 
science-based conservation 
and management 

Stewardship of living marine 
resources and the promotion of 
healthy ecosystems through 
science-based conservation 
and management 

The American people enjoy the 
riches and benefits of healthy 

and diverse marine ecosystems

The American people enjoy the 
riches and benefits of healthy 

and diverse marine ecosystems



Why the Fisheries Service 
is Important

Economic development — The US recreational and commercial 
fishing industries generated $185 billion in sales and supported
over two million jobs in 2006

U.S. Consumption was 16.0 lbs of seafood per person in 2008

Living marine resource 
protection and 
sustainability

Protection and restoration 
of habitat

Scientific research informs 
societal decision making
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Historical NMFS Budget Trends
($ Millions, Excludes Emergency Supplementals)
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FY 2009 Enacted 
NMFS Operating Budget by Major Program

($ Thousands)
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Leadership
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James W. Balsiger Ph.D.
Acting Assistant Administrator 
of Fisheries (Political Position)

John Oliver 
Deputy Assistant 
Administrator for Operations

Samuel D. Rauch 
Deputy Assistant 
Administrator for 
Regulatory Programs

Dr. Steve Murawski
Director of Scientific 
Programs and Chief 

Science Advisor
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Who We Are
NMFS Organization

Northwest Region

Southeast Region

Northeast Region

Pacific Region

Alaska 
Region

Southwest
Region



Major Drivers

Magnuson-Stevens Reauthorization Act (MSA)

Endangered Species Act (ESA)

Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA)

Federal Power Act

International Regional Fisheries Management 
Organizations
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Main Program Areas

Sustainable Fisheries

Protected Resources

Habitat Conservation

Science and Technology

Enforcement

International Affairs

National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS): Stewardship of Living Marine Resources for the 21st Century 9



Sustainable 
Fisheries Activities

NMFS manages 530 stocks/complexes 

41 subject to overfishing, and 46 
overfished

Ending Overfishing

Limited Access Privilege Programs

Support for Regional Fishery 
Management Councils

Recreational Fishery Data Collection

Ecosystem Approaches to 
Management
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Sustainable Fisheries
Upcoming Highest Priority Issues

Ending Overfishing

Catch Shares

New England Groundfish

Climate Change

Aquaculture

Bycatch/Data 
Collection/Observers

Outreach and Communication 
with Stakeholders
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Protected Resources 
Activities

68 ESA listed entities
62 Marine Mammal species
Major responsibilities:

ESA listing determinations (species and critical habitat)
Implement recovery/conservation plans, including specific conservation 
measures (e.g., reducing incidental take by fisheries)
Reduce impacts of proposed federal actions thru ESA interagency 
consultation (over 1300 formal and informal consultations in FY08)
Establish and support partnerships (with States and others) for conservation 
and recovery
Respond to marine mammal strandings & unusual mortality events and 
determine causes
Permit scientific research and enhancement activities and small take of 
marine mammals incidental to lawful activities (e.g. energy exploration, 
military readiness)National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS): Stewardship of Living Marine Resources for the 21st Century 12



Protected Resources
Upcoming Highest Priority Issues

Right Whales

Cook Inlet Belugas

Adaptation/responses to 
climate change (e.g. Ice Seals)

Northwest Salmon Interactions 

Biological Opinion on OCAP

Navy Sonar Authorizations
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Habitat Activities

Habitat Restoration
Community Based Restoration
Damage Assessment, Remediation 
and Restoration
Coastal Louisiana 
Fish Passage

Habitat Protection
Essential Fish Habitat
National Fish Habitat Action Plan
Coastal Wetlands
Coral Conservation

Chesapeake Bay Office
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Under the Community Based Restoration 
Program and the Open Rivers Initiative, 
NOAA and our partners have opened 1500 
miles of stream from 1996 until today.  



Habitat
Upcoming Highest Priority Issues

Fish Passage 
(Hydropower, Open Rivers)

Renewable Ocean Energy

Deep Sea Coral 
Conservation

Coastal Wetlands

Stimulus Funding
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Scientific Research

Living Marine Resource Surveys

Fish Stock and Protected Resource Assessments

Ecosystem Approaches 
to Management

Cooperative Research

Gear Technology 
Research                                                        
(including bycatch)
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Scientific Research
Upcoming Highest Priority Issues

Fisheries and Protected Resources Assessments

Ecosystem responses to climate change, ocean 
acidification

Increased requirements 
for ship time

New Technologies for 
Surveys
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International Activities

Participation in regional 
fisheries management 
organizations 

Participation in United 
Nations, World Trade 
Organization, and other fora

Capacity building
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International Activities
Upcoming Highest Priority Issues

International Provisions of 
the MSA

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated 
(IUU) fishing

International Commission 
for the Conservation of 
Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT)

International Whaling 
Commission (IWC)
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Enforcement

Patrols and investigations 
(domestic and international)

Vessel Monitoring System 
(VMS) Program

Joint Enforcement 
Agreements

Constituent outreach and 
education
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View of NOAA Ship OSCAR DYSON radar as ship 
crosses from U.S. into Russian EEZ. 

Radar contacts are from Russian trawlers 
operating within yards of international boundary. 



Key NMFS Performance 
Indicators
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Metric 2008 Actual FY2010 
Target Change Notes

Fish Stock 
Sustainability Index 

(FSSI)
535 568 33  points or 

6.2%
The FSSI tracks 230 key 

managed fish stocks.

% Living Marine 
Resources (LMR) 

with adequate 
population 
assessments

40.2% 42.9% 2.7 percentage 
points or 6.7%

LMRs include FSSI fish 
stocks, stocks listed under 

the Endangered Species Act, 
and marine mammals.

# threatened, 
endangered, depleted 

stocks 
stable/increasing

24 24 No change

In 2009 a decline was caused 
by the expiration of four 

assessments that caused the 
status of four stable species 

to become unknown.

# habitat acres 
restored 49,742 65,742 16,000 or 

32.2%

These numbers represent the 
cumulative total of acres 
restored since FY 2002.



Accomplishments

•Ship Strike Rule

•Annual Catch Limit (ACL) Rule

•Conservation Plan for Endangered Cook Inlet Beluga 
Whale 

•Proposed Rule to Identify Illegal, Unreported and 
Unregulated (IUU) Fishing on the High Seas

•Klamath River Agreement to Remove 4 Dams



Major Issues: 
Region by Region
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