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1. Title of Discussion: 
Deepwater Horizon and MMS activities in Outer Continental Shelf




SCIENCE ENTERPRISE
2. Discussion Presenters:
Dr. Steve Murawski, Director of Scientific Programs and Chief Science Advisor 
3. Objective/Purpose:
For information and action
Goal of this session is to update MAFAC to all the scientific related activities that NOAA and NOAA Fisheries are providing in response to the Deepwater Horizon (DWH) oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico, both in the short term and long term.

4. Background/Synopsis:
Following the horrific Deepwater Horizon accident and oil spill, MAFAC members requested to be briefed on the various scientific activities that NOAA is engaged in in response to the British Petroleum (BP) DWH oil spill.  As the nation’s leading scientific resource for oil spills, NOAA has been on the scene of the BP spill from the start, providing coordinated scientific weather and biological response services to federal, state and local organizations.  NOAA has mobilized experts from across the agency to help contain the spreading oil spill and protect the Gulf of Mexico’s many marine mammals, sea turtles, fish, shellfish and other endangered marine life.   NOAA spill specialists are advising the U.S. Coast Guard on cleanup options as well as advising all affected federal, state and local partners on sensitive marine resources at risk in this area of the Gulf of Mexico.   Additionally: 
· NOAA is predicting the oil spill’s trajectory and the path of the layers of oil floating on the surface. NOAA’s Office of Response and Restoration (OR&R) experts are conducting aerial surveys to update trajectory maps and visually track the movement of the spill.

· NOAA’s National Weather Service is providing regular weather forecasts to a joint federal command center in Louisiana to facilitate operations planning and response efforts.

· Experienced marine mammal spotters from NOAA’s Southeast Fisheries Science Center are participating in surveillance flights flown by the Office of Marine and Aviation Operations to assess the species and populations that may come in contact with the spill.

· NOAA is evaluating the need for fisheries closures daily based on the evolving nature of the spill and is re-evaluating the closed area boundaries when new information becomes available to allow re-opening of areas as appropriate. 

· NOAA Fisheries and FDA, in conjunction with Gulf States’ regulatory agencies, are implementing a multi-pronged approach to ensure that seafood from Gulf waters is not contaminated by oil that  includes precautionary closures, increased seafood testing inspections and a re-opening protocol.   Seafood sampling is occurring from inside and outside the federal fishery closure area, as well as market-based sampling.    
· NOAA also is using experimental satellite data from our Satellite Analysis Branch to survey the extent of spill-related marine pollution.
· Three NOAA ships (Thomas Jefferson, Gordon Gunter and Pisces) along with other university research vessels have been conducting a variety of research cruises to collect valuable data on fish, marine life, ocean chemistry, sea turtles, marine mammals, and sea birds. Seafood samples have been collected to test for contamination by the NMFS National Seafood Inspection Lab in Pascagoula and the Northwest Fisheries Science Center in Seattle.  The Thomas Jefferson most recently departed Galveston, TX on June 15 for a three-week mission using sophisticated acoustic and water chemistry monitoring instruments to detect and map submerged oil in coastal areas and the deep water surrounding the BP well head.  Press releases on NOAA’s spill research missions are issued regularly.
· The NOAA Fisheries Economics and Social Science Division is engaged in these primary short-term actions: cataloging on-going research (internal and external), collecting and inventorying baseline data and data gaps, and assisting in natural resources damage assessment (NRDA) activities. The Division has developed five proposals for economic and social science research including economic impact analyses on all Gulf fisheries sectors; assessing effects on seafood consumer perceptions and changes in market demand; economic analysis of non-use value of marine resources (focus on sea turtles, mammals, fish, corals, and seagrass); and a large social impact analysis on communities, using information and experience from post-Katrina studies. At this time, these proposals have not been funded.
Other resources:
Science Summary Presentation on the DWH-MC-252 Oil Spill, presented by Dr. Jane Lubchenco at the Federal Science Symposium held in Baton Rouge on June 3, 2010.  Agencies represented included EPA, NSF, and USGS in addition to NOAA.
General Facts about NOAA and its Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill Response Capabilities (click here).
GeoPlatform.gov/gulfresponse is a new online tool to help put critical information directly into the palms of people’s hands.  This newly launched website, produced by NOAA, Department of the Interior, EPA and the U.S. Coast Guard, offers a “one-stop shop” for real-time spill response information. Designed to facilitate communication and coordination among a variety of users — from federal, state and local responders to local community leaders and the general public — the site is fast, user-friendly and continually updated.

Video Release: B-roll of NOAA research ship Thomas Jefferson and NOAA Administrator Dr. Jane Lubchenco.  This footage is B-roll of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration research ship Thomas Jefferson conducting sonar surveys, measuring water chemistry and taking water samples in the vicinity of the BP Deepwater Horizon oil spill to better understand surface and subsurface oil concentrations the week of June 2, 2010. NOAA Administrator Jane Lubchenco, Ph.D., is featured touring the ship while dockside in downtown New Orleans, La. She received briefings from NOAA and partner agency scientists from the NOAA/University of New Hampshire Joint Hydrographic Center. (NOAA video)

Fact sheet on ensuring the safety of your seafood (click here).
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