Meeting Notes
Webinar on the Marine Recreational Information Program (MRIP)
October 4, 2010

Host: Scott Ward, Fifth Estate Communications

RFWG and MAFAC subcommittee members that RSVP’d:

Lee Blankenship Ken Franke Craig Severance
Richen Brame Bruce Freeman David Smith
William Brown Steven Fukuto Rodney Smith
Pamela Dana Donna Kalez Rad Trascher
Tony DilLernia David Pecci Ed Watamura
Polly Fischer Tom Raftican

Robert Fletcher Jason Schratweiser

Staff and Contractors:

Rob Andrews Lauren Dolinger Few Preston Pate

John Boreman Russ Dunn Scott Sauri

Gordon Colvin Mark Holliday David Van Voorhees
Forbes Darby Heidi Lovett

Agenda and Questions
1) 3:00-3:10 Introductions and purpose: Scott Ward
a. Familiarize everyone with key parts of MRIP
b. Provide information needed to have a solid personal understanding and to share
information with colleagues and constituents.

2) 3:10-3:15 “Counting Catch” video.

3) 3:15-3:40 MRIP Background: Gordon Colvin, NMFS Office of Science and Technology
a. 3:15-3:25 Review of how data is collected in the regions; MRFSS vs. other methods:
b. 3:25-3:35 NRC findings
c. 3:35-3:40 MSRA mandates

4) 3:40-3:45 QUESTIONS: Scott Ward, moderator

Question 1

Bob Fletcher :

What is the president’s budget for continuation of MRIP and will it be affected by a continuing
resolution (CR)?

Gordon Colvin:

The 2011 budget is expected to be $9.0 million, which is the same as 2010. We will get through
the CR without major negative impact.

John Boreman:

When under a CR spending is supposed to continue at same pace as previous year.

Gordon Colvin:



5)

The CR presents some restrictions, but there are “must pays” and other measures to ensure that
work can continue.

Question 2

Ed Watamura:

Concerning participation, only a small percentage of rec reational anglers in Hawaii have
registered. Is there a goal percentage for participation?

Gordon Colvin:

The goal is everyone, but we realize that is not possible. The prerequisite question is “at what
point will there be a sufficient numbers to make a dual frame survey viable?” and that has not
been determined yet. Pilot project are addressing this. Hawaii is complicated because the
Hawaii Marine Recreational Fishing Survey (HMRFS) covers all modes and areas, including states
waters. Our authority is limited to the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ).

Question 3

Craig Severance:

We have to come up with Annual Catch Limit (ACL) recommendations by 2011. In the Western
Pacific, there are unique international issues. What are other regions doing regarding
allocation? Are allocations loaded more towards the commercial sector or are they fair to
recreational sector?

Gordon Colvin:

The current surveys are being used to determine participation, which is used to determine
allocation. Improvement of accuracy is a key component of MRIP design changes, followed by
precision and timeliness.

Craig Severance:

HMREFS started because of concerns about under allocation to the recreational sector.

3:45-4:30 MRIP today: Preston Pate, Chair, MRIP Operations Team

a. 3:45-3:50 BRIEF process overview

b. 3:50-4:00 MRIP priorities and endpoints, and how they’ve been established

c. 4:00-4:05 How is this different from MRFSS? What’s the same?

d. 4:05-4:20 What is MRIP “implementation”? When does MRFSS “end”? How are non-
MREFSS surveys affected?

e. 4:20-4:30 How are estimates used by managers, and will or how will that change under
MRIP? What is “uncertainty”; how will “uncertainty” be impacted by MRIP?

Question 4

Tony Dilernia:

Will you were able to get data from logbooks affected by the oil spill? That had to set you back.
Pres Pate:

Yes, it did set us back. We are only now receiving and anlayzing those data. Participation has
been slow, but we are hopeful that it will pick up.

Question 5



Bruce Freeman:

Night fishing and fishing from private access locations are problems in the mid-Atlantic region.
The striped bass season in the fall is mostly at night. We welcome fact that MRIP is addressing
it. If we do find changes in the data, will there be adjustments made to the existing data?

Pres Pate:

| did not mean to imply that, but what we are doing is trying to address those biases. However,
the new re-estimation method will be applied to data from 2003 to 2010, and will result in
revised estimates for that period.

6)

Question 6

Dave Pecci:

Private angler effort will continue to be estimated based on surveys. Is that off the table for for-
hire vessel effort?

Pres Pate:

No, it is not off the table. There is a pilot project addressing improvements in the for-hire vessel
sector.

Question 7

Bill Brown:

In Alaska, weekly logbooks already exist. Will there be two efforts in Alaska, one by the state
and one by the federal government?

Pres Pate:

No. We are not looking to change state programs that are providing what the region needs.

Question 8

Pres Pate:

When will MRIP be implemented? It already has been, in the sense that MRIP is a program and
not just a survey. MRIP as a program has already started and there will be a subtle transition as
MRIP implements improvements over time.

John Boreman:

MRIP will not only help reduce buffers relative to ACLs and accountability measures (AMs), but

will also reduce management implementation uncertainty.

4:30-4:40 Input/involvement from subcommittee and work group.
a. How Subcommittee and RFWG will be involved: Gordon Colvin
b. Discussion: Scott Ward, moderator

Question 9

Bruce Freeman:

Will the for-hire survey include individual guide services?
Pres Pate:

Itis currently limited to party and charter boats.

Bruce Freeman:
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There is an important guide service fishery, including beach buggies.

Rob Andrews:

The current survey being conducted in the Gulf of Mexico includes federal permits only. The
NSAR includes charter and party boats. We are thinking about smaller guide operations and
know it’s tough to track them down for intercepts.

Gordon Colvin:

Projects are investigating the nature of these fisheries and evaluating whether or not electronic
logbooks will work. We will need to have universal coverage, including guides, and validation in
order to work.

Bruce Freeman:

Catch rates for these people is very high because of the knowledge of the guide.

Gordon Colvin:

The advice we’ve gotten from a report on a study by experts on for-hire surveys indicated that
we need to have universal coverage. Parts of the country have considerable guide numbers but
they are only licensed in by the states and don’t fish in the EEZ.

4:40 -5:00 Discussion of recreational recommendations developed during Alaska MAFAC
meeting: Russell Dunn, National Policy Advisor for Recreational Fisheries
a. Discussion and questions regarding Excel spreadsheets for regional: constituent groups;
current/suggested information sources; specific concerns.
b. Upcoming MAFAC meeting.

Russ Dunn:
e Identify on an ongoing basis, regional issues and people to reach out to
e Identify methods of communication in each region

e Put together data templates
e Broke down by region the recreational group and NOAA recreational coordinator and
sent emails introducing them to each other.

e The goal is to compile information and give it to Ken Franke for the MAFAC meeting in
Anapolis in mid October

e If you haven’t heard from NOAA, let Russ Dunn know so he or a regional coordinator can
contact you



