|:| Immediate action

List of actions developed at the June 2010 MAFAC meeting (Juneau)

|:| Short term actions I:l Medium term actions

|:| Long term actions

NEXT MEETING: OCTOBER 19-21, 2010

Ref#

Action

Time
Frame

Directed to

Lead

Date

Notes

DWH and ongoing OCS activities

SCIENTIFIC GOAL: Improve collection, funding, and use of scientific information related to ocean energy development and management

NOAA should develop a Memorandum of Understanding with the Bureau of Ocean Energy to: | Long NOAA 1. This is a long term action. NOAA is assessing its
1. Ensure that fisheries management and food safety are adequately and appropriately term Leadership existing MOUs and will be addressing the need for
considered in risk management decisions related to ocean energy development and for adjustments, for working with the newly organized
management. developing agency.
2. Establish a funding mechanism from lease or other revenues to contribute towards MOU, 2. This likely requires Congressional act.
scientific programs for the development of baseline and trend data for fisheries, funding 3. Staff is researching this and is in contact with USCG
marine mammals, and protected resources for areas at higher risks of damage from mechanism, Liaison in OLE (LCDR Patrick Barelli), to clarify. This
ocean energy development and management. and exists as a responsibility/authority of USCG, which
3. Develop a process for receipt of expert assistance from other governmental and non- international does provide assistance to and works with other
governmental entities, and foreign nations (with procedures to suspend the Jones Act tech sharing; governmental agencies and foreign nations on ocean
as appropriate), so that NOAA can better respond to and mitigate for the NMFS for #1. disasters. USCG leads the federal effort which involves
consequences of ocean energy disasters. NOAA.
NOAA and NMFS should continue to develop a high quality comprehensive baseline dataset Short NMFS and S By Oct | Currently on-going, and MAFAC is receiving a
that can improve management and regulation of ocean energy and other industries. NOAA and NOAA Muraw | mtg presentation at the October 2010 meeting on this
and NMFS should also ensure that the baseline dataset includes adequate stock assessments, | long Leadership ski topic.
ecosystem status data, and other information consistent with Vision 2020 and term
recommendations of the Ocean Policy Task Force.
NOAA should work with CEQ to develop an Ocean Trust Fund with dedicated revenue sources | Long NOAA Currently, Ocean Policy efforts are striving to work
to fund the nation’s ocean management obligations, consistent with the recommendations of | term Leadership under existing authorities and funding. New funding

the Ocean Policy Task Force. MAFAC will provide further advice and input regarding the
development of the Ocean Trust Fund.

mechanism possible, but likely needs Congressional
Approval.

REGULATORY GOAL: Modify implementation of NOAA/NMFS regulatory authorities associated with ocean energy developm

ent and management.

Seek to extend the length of time allowed for NMFS to review exploratory well applications
beyond 30 days. 30 days is an unreasonably short period of time to allow for federal
regulatory agencies to review permit applications.

Long
term

NOAA, CEQ

Office of Program Planning and Integration (PPI)
coordinates NOAA review of other federal activities
and consultations. Such a change may require CEQ
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engagement, and possibly changes to regulations.
Staff need to work with PPI to understand full
ramifications and possibilities.

Once disaster response efforts in GOM shift to disaster recovery, NMFS should use its damage | Mediu | NMFS-PR J Lecky | Provide | NMFS has reinitiated consultations. Will be a lengthy
assessments as basis for reinitiating ESA consultation (resources permitting) on biological m term | Office update | process, and is led by the SE Regional Office.
opinions covering affected listed species in the region. The Deep Water Horizon spill -Oct
constitutes new information affecting listed species and critical habitat, and in light of this, NMFS Habitat has been requested to reinitiate EFH
reinitiating the consultation is warranted (for 5-Yr Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing consultation by CBD, though petition may not be valid
Program (2007-2012) in the Central and Western Planning Areas of the GOM). under APA.
NOAA should, consistent with the Natural Resource Damage Assessment process, schedule a Immedi | NMFS- P Due in | Office of Habitat has provided a detailed response that
public process to assist with development of specific criteria to select restoration projects ate Habitat Monta | Oct. is available on the Oct. MAFAC meeting website
related to the BP Gulf Oil spill. nio (under NRDA section).

GOAL: SEAFOOD SAFETY AND RE-OPENING OF SHELLFISH AREAS
MAFAC requests NOAA recommend to FDA and the Gulf states that the recently established Immedi | NOAA/NMFS | LLugo | By Oct. | This is a state issue and outside NOAA’s mandate.
reopening criteria for oyster growing areas be considered interim until they are appropriately | ate However, Spencer Garrett, Director of the National
vetted by the Interstate Shellfish Sanitation Conference (ISSC). In light of the DWH disaster, Seafood Inspection Lab, is on the Executive Board of
NOAA should also encourage the ISSC Executive Board consider a process to evaluate and ISSC, and provides a NOAA perspective when
approve reopening criteria as soon as possible and not to wait for their biennial process. appropriate.
Recommend NOAA allocate funds to waive costs of the voluntary seafood inspection during Immedi | NOAA/NMFS | LLugo | By Oct. | As part of NOAA's effort to map out a plan for a 5 year
the oil spill emergency, particularly in the Gulf region, to help the Gulf of Mexico industries, ate /SIP Gulf Seafood Surveillance and Monitoring Program,

improve the national perception of seafood, and raise the profile of the seafood inspection
program.

NOAA Budget office and relevant line offices have put
together budget proposals on what is needed for long-
term seafood monitoring in the Gulf. As of now, there
is no funding for these efforts. However, in the event
that funding becomes available, NOAA will have a fully
developed proposal ready. Under the draft proposal, a
portion of the funding would provide for an enhanced
Seafood Inspection Program enabling NOAA to offset
the cost of inspection fees for seafood firms
processing Gulf seafood and to expand its inspection
of Gulf seafood received at processing plants both in
the Gulf region and outside. The offset could be for
firms already enrolled in the NOAA program or for
firms not in the program to join the program.

DISASTER PREPAREDNESS AND PREVENTION GOALS: Improve predictions and assessment of potential consequences for fisheries, marine mammals, and listed species due to major oil
spills relative to ocean energy development and management

|

Revise regulations and guidance documents to ensure that future BiOps determine whether

‘ Long

| NMFS-PR

‘ J. Lecky ‘

PR is in preliminary discussions at high levels on this
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projects with potentially catastrophic impacts on fisheries and protected resources contain term Office topic, including revisions to the criteria for critical
adequate disaster preparedness and response plans. habitat designations.
Develop new programs to research the effects of oil and dispersants on fish and shellfish Mid — NOAA/NMFS | Muraw | Provide | Update will be provided in the near future. Some of
reproduction; and the potential secondary effects of oil and dispersants on human health. Long ski update | this research is already underway by Federal/state
term researchers (including NOAA, EPA, USGS).
Invest in research and development, and require regulated entities to invest in research and Long DARRP; Is a NOAA authority? To be discussed with DARRP
development, of new technologies to mitigate impacts of ocean oil spills. term USCG, BOE staff.
Consult with domestic and international expert organizations to enhance US capacity for Relates to bullet 3 in first task. The U.S. and USCG are
emergency response to ocean energy disasters, and champion the development of an one of the leading authorities internationally on
international oil disaster response organization emergency response to ocean energy disasters.
Protected Resources
ESA GOAL: Encourage downlisting of ESA listed species where appropriate
NMEFS should give increased attention to celebrating and publicizing the successes of the ESA, | Mid- NMES PR Respec This is a priority of NMFS when delistings and
in part, by completing the process of downlisting or delisting species where appropriate. In long Office tive downlistings occur. MAFAC formerly recommended
particular, NMFS should evaluate the existing science on sperm whales, complete its term, Region better public outreach about successes.
determination on whether the Hawaiian populations of green sea turtles or humpback whales | ongoin S Possibly, better engage PR Subcommittee to provide
constitute distinct population segments, and determine whether these species or their g more direct input to a PR Office media strategy.
distinct population segments can be downlisted or delisted
To the extent that the ESA petition process requires a deadline for NMFS to respond, MAFAC Long NOAA/NMFS | J Lecky Requires an Act of Congress. The pros and cons of
encourages NOAA to ask Congress to consider whether alternatives such as an “unreasonable | Term / PR Office encouraging changes to the ESA has to be assessed
delay” standard, as included in the Federal Administrative Procedure Act, would be more carefully. Once that door is open, it may provide a
appropriate. MAFAC notes that a thorough scientific analysis takes time, and expresses its venue for further changes that might weaken the
concern that some petitions to list species -- such as a recent petition to list 83 species of provisions of the ESA.
coral — may not be adequately responded to within the statutory timeframes of 90 days (for
an initial determination) or twelve months (for a final determination). MAFAC also notes its PR and Leadership need to assess feasibility and
concerns that the deadlines associated with this petition process, as well as the associated whether to accept recommendation. PR to develop
litigation and court orders, can, at times, limit the full exploration and exercise of NMFS' response.
scientific expertise and also renders NMFS unable to meet its existing priorities. For example,
deadlines associated with listing petitions for new species can interfere with existing efforts
to develop and implement recovery plans for species already listed.
Recreational Fisheries
GOAL: RFWG Tasking and Management
| RFWG continue to provide input on recreational fishing issues as directed by the Recreational | Mid - ‘ RecFish ‘ Russ Provide | Ongoing. By following through on subsequent tasks
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Fisheries Sub-committee Long Subcomm. Dunn update | listed below, the RFWG continued “to provide input”
term & Russ Dunn -Oct to MAFAC. MAFAC needs to discuss retaining the
RFWG for a second year.
Task RFWG ongoing identification of regional specific concerns/solutions and to act as a focal | Short— | RecFish Russ By Oct | Ongoing. This is being handled through regular email
point and data source for MAFAC. Mid Subcomm. & | Dunn contact (and occasional calls) with the RFWG.
Term Russ Dunn
Task RFWG to identify impacted groups and organizations for regional NOAA Recreational Short RecFish Russ By Oct | Ongoing. A short survey form was designed and the
Fisheries representatives to establish an improved communications network. Term Subcomm. & | Dunn input was solicited from the RFWG by R Dunn and the
Russ Dunn regional coordinators. The topic was briefly discussed
during the Oct 2010 conference call.
Task RFWG with determining what methods of communication can be utilized in their region Short RecFish Russ By Oct | The survey template also included this information
to get information out to the public in the most effective manner. This includes specific Term Subcomm. & | Dunn and it was solicited from the RFWG.
sources where anglers currently receive and distribute information, such as newsletters, radio Russ Dunn
shows, list serves, magazines, etc. Consideration should be given to non-electronic media
outreach, the human element, level of education and the diversity of languages.
GOAL: Implementation of Recreational Saltwater Fishing Action Agenda
NOAA move forward with implementation of the action agenda with consideration given to Short Russ Russ Provide | Update is being provided at the Oct 2010 MAFAC
prioritizing issues. MAFAC further recommends that NOAA considers all stakeholder groups Term Dunn/NMFS | Dunn update | meeting.
when implementing the objective “Ensure appropriately balanced stakeholder representation | and -Oct
in a range of decision-making processes.” ongoin
g
NOAA considers community outreach on the topic of marine conservation in their Ongoin | Russ Russ Ongoing.
communications to the recreation fishing public. g Dunn/NMFS | Dunn
Strategic Planning
GOAL: Review NOAA NexGen Strategic Plan
Subcommittee will compare Vision 2020 document to the NOAA strategic plan, and discuss Immedi | NMFS Policy | J.McCal | Aug 16, | Comparison was developed by Policy Office staff and
via teleconference. Subcommittee will recommend to the full Committee possible changes or | ate Office and lum, 2010 letter was sent to PPl requesting acceptance of MAFAC
additions to the NOAA strategic plan to reflect MAFAC priorities and approved PPI H.McC comments after the Aug. 10 deadline. MAFAC
recommendations will be submitted. arty, subcommittee reviewed both reports, developed
subco comments and recommendations, and presented to
Additionally, ensure adequate emphasis is placed on partnerships with the states. mm. MAFAC on Aug. 12. MAFAC made modest revisions
chair and approved the document for submission to PPI.

Comments and recommendations were forwarded on
August 16, 2010. COMPLETED
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Seafood Safety

GOAL: Improve public’s understanding of human health benefits of seafood consumption

Through the Under Secretary, MAFAC seeks a meeting with Secretary Locke to carry forward Short NMFS Tim Request was part of MAFAC report and letter to Dr.
its recommendations to improve the public’s understanding that consuming high quality term Seafood Hansen Lubchenco following June meeting.
seafood protein is beneficial for human health; that benefits outweigh risks of low amounts of Inspection & | &
methylmercury; and better public education about the benefits are needed. NOAA should Partnerships | E Staff Task: draft formal request to Dr. Lubchenco for
plan and conduct more seafood and health conferences to ensure the identification and and Menas her support and to meet on this topic. Include all
communication of the results of relevant research to all stakeholders. Communica- | hes relevant background material.
tions
DOC should endorse and support (including by letter to the Secretary of Health and Human Medium | NMFS Tim Request was part of MAFAC report and letter to Dr.
Services) the U.S. Food and Drug Administration’s work on risk/benefit studies of term Seafood Hansen Lubchenco following June meeting.
methylmercury in seafood. NOAA should continue to work with Federal partners to research Inspection &
the risks of environmental contaminants and health benefits of seafood. This research should: and E Staff task: Draft formal request for Dr. Lubchenco for
include an assessment of the role of selenium to mitigate toxic effects; evaluate temporal Partnerships | Menas her support and to meet on this topic. Include all
changes in methyl mercury levels in seafood and whether there is a correlation to increasing & hes relevant background material and draft letter from
ambient levels in seawater; collect statistics on consumer demographics to analyze the effect Communica- DOC to HHS. Submit for Secretary’s consideration.
of geographic or cultural differences on seafood consumption. tions
MAFAC endorses the formulation of a national and international strategy to expand the Long NOAA & Determine if this is appropriate to address in a
supply of seafood to meet growing demands for seafood domestically and worldwide. Term NMFS Seafood safety and supply strategic plan and/or new
Leadership NMEFS strategic plan.
Budget
GOAL: Improve MAFAC role in budget process
RE: Budget Tracking, Subcommittee agreed that the model was extremely responsive and Short Managemen | G By Oct | Request was shared with MB. Response back is
helpful. They suggest the following additions: Term tand Reisner forthcoming at October 2010 meeting. The FY2011
1. Under Catch Shares, please break down budget amount by region and program, Budget proposed catch share funding by region is provided in
including the amount allocated for cooperative research. Office the budget presentation.
2. Under Data Collection, (Survey and Monitoring and possible other line items), clarify
where the surveys and stock assessment activities are found, and break down by
region.
3. Please provide a breakdown of the FY11 execution and FY12 budget request for
aquaculture [Commerce Subcommittee]
Other Budget comments: Mid- NMFS MB Provide | 1. Cooperative research and other grant programs
1. Consider the MARFIN process in the Southeast as a model for determining research Long Office; clarify- follow strict guidelines for making awards, and
spending priorities by region. term NOAA cation- similar processes for identifying priorities.
2. Request that MAFAC be informed about the regional budget requests submitted to Leadership Oct. 2. NMFS shares budget details when it is able.
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headquarters as part of the budget process, so those priorities can be understood and Update | 3. Thisis a constant goal of the NMFS budget
supported. 5 would also on requests. Each Science Center and Council work

3. Provide for adequate surveys and stock assessments in all regions to help minimize be directed other together to schedule specific stock assessments.
levels of uncertainty in stock abundance. to the topics 4. Performance measures and annual targets are

4. Develop a system of known criteria to determine the allocation and reallocation of Councils. used to determine requests and allocation of the
funding. For example, would one basis for funding be the level of employment funds provided by Congress.
provided by a particular fishery? 5. This links to encouraging cost recovery and

5. Support a level of industry contribution to the funding of management and research collection of resource rent, as allowed under MSA
priorities, such as stock assessment, particularly in those fisheries with catch share and is discussed in the catch share policy.
programs. 6. Determine how “adequate” might be defined.

6. Adequately fund cooperative research in all regions, particularly for FY2012. There is always a need for Congressional support

to fund SK Grants, MARFIN, etc.
Budget issues from other Subcommittees: 1.long | PR, MB, ST G 1. 1. Ongoing issue for PR.

1. (PR) Seek additional staffing and funding for the Office of Protected Resources to term Reisner | Update
enable the agency to better respond to the increasing demands of ESA and in Oct.
implementation, and to otherwise address MAFAC's ESA implementation concerns ongoin
(ability to develop/implement recovery plans for species already listed, when staff are | g
busy addressing petitions for new species). 2.

2. (RecFish) MAFAC recommends that NOAA monitor the opportunities in the FY2011 2. Short Update | 2. These are covered above. The agency is constantly
budget to potentially fund a) cooperative research, b) stock assessments of key term in Oct assessing the execution of specific budgets and if
valued species, and c) analysis of recreational fisheries related social economic adjustments are required from what was planned,
impacts. 3. Due | once the budget is approved.

3. Request again a briefing/presentation on fisheries loan programs: past and current 3. Mid in Oct. | 3. For Budget Office to respond.
experiences; impediments to utilizing funds for aquaculture development and term
demonstration projects, catch shares, stranded funds in CCF; and how to better use
this programmatic tool through changes in authority or operation. Also recommend
raising debt ceiling, allow other than zero risk loans, revive working capital/operating
cost revolving loan fund, and amend CCF to allow funds to be invested in aquaculture.

[original request in November 2009]
Aquaculture
GOAL: Develop an aquaculture initiative to support the new National Aquaculture Policy
Aguaculture: MAFAC acknowledges and appreciates that NOAA is using the ten-year plan to Short Aguaculture | M Update | All recommendations were shared with Aquaculture
guide the national aquaculture policy. term Program Rubino | will be | Program and have been under consideration. It is the

1. Inregards to the National Aquaculture Policy, recommend that for #1 provide | intent for MAFAC to provide formal comment on the

a. MAFAC have the opportunity to comment and provide input on the policy din proposed draft Policy, once it is released for public
before it is finalized Oct. comment. The Policy is under review at the highest
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b. NOAA consider an aquaculture initiative to launch with the policy when it is
finalized and released, including re-appropriations of the FY2012 budget.

levels of leadership and should be released in the next
one to two months.

2. Recommend NOAA'’s major aquaculture initiative include: Long
a. promotion of public health benefits of farmed and wild fish term
b. regionalinitiatives, including NMFS regional coordinators to increase for #2
training for commercial fishermen to use aquaculture to complement wild
harvest or as an alternative livelihood; and promote common property
aquaculture as an option for working waterfronts.
c. promoting increased production, including developing performance measures
and accountability
d. implementing the national aquaculture policy
Coordination within NOAA
Goal: Improve engagement with NOAA Leadership
Draft another request for an annual meeting between the Chair and the Secretary of Immedi | NOAA Due — First request was in Meeting report from the June
Commerce, with signatures of all MAFAC members ate Leadership End of | 2010 meeting. Letter was signed by the Chair. Dr.
Aug. Lubchenco was invited to the Oct 2010 meeting.
NOAA’s Principal Deputy Under Secretary, Monica
Medina is attending on behalf of NOAA.
COMPLETED.
Recommend that NOAA ensure that fisheries and aquaculture be recognized in the Coastal Mid NMFS/ NOAA | M Ongoin | NOAA and NMFS are fully engaged and providing
and Marine Spatial Planning (CMSP) initiative; the committee be regularly updated on Term Leadership/N | Hollida | g; leadership on Federal Interagency CMSP efforts.
progress of the CMSP initiative; and utilize MAFAC members to represent the industries. 0oC yand P | update
Monta | in Oct.
nio

TOPICS for next meeting

PR General background briefing with particular examples from the Gulf on the following:

= Presentation by NMFS staff on critical habitat designation process

=  Presentation by NMFS staff on essential fish habitat designation

= Update on status of environmental (fish, mammals, habitat) response to disaster from
Dr Murawski (ie shifting use of forage habitat, interruption of migration routes or
spawning behavior)

= Update on Joint Subcommittee on Aquaculture effort to coordinate federal agency
input on ACOE Nationwide Permit 48 renewal for shellfish farms in the US, for
relevancy and applicability to other consultation processes. (Gary Jensen from USDA
chairs JSA and is spearheading this effort.)
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TOPIC for future meetings (2011)

| = Climate change impacts related to listings of species (Paul Clampitt)
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