Annotated Agenda:  Deepwater Horizon
MAFAC, Annapolis, Maryland
October 19-21, 2010 

1. Title of Discussion: 	Deepwater Horizon- Natural Resources Damage Assessment (NRDA) Status Update

2. Discussion Presenters:	Tom Brosnan, Communications Team Lead, Assessment and Restoration Division, NOS Office of Response and Restoration

3. Objective/Purpose:	Informational

Goal is to update MAFAC on the NRDA activities that NOAA and the Trustees partners are engaged in, particularly as the NRDA team transitions from the pre-assessment phase and enters the next phase, known as the Restoration Planning Phase.

4. Background/Synopsis:	At the June-July 2010 meeting, MAFAC was introduced to NRDA – a legal process under the Oil Pollution Act that identifies Federal, state, and tribal trustees (natural resource trustees) as being responsible for assessing injuries to natural resources and their lost human uses, provides for the restoration of those resources, and ensures that responsible parties implement or fund the appropriate restoration activities to compensate the public.

MAFAC developed a series of DWH related recommendations, including:  “NOAA should, consistent with the NRDA process, schedule a public process to assist with development of specific criteria to select restoration projects related to the BP Gulf oil spill.”  Today’s presentation will provide a response to this recommendation, and explain the on-going process. 

On September 29, NOAA and other federal agencies and the states responsible for assessing and restoring public natural resources impacted by the spill released the Notice of Intent to Conduct Restoration Planning. This notice signals that the process has begun to: 1. quantify impacts to the Gulf’s natural resources and the public’s lost use of these resources and, 2. to initiate restoration planning activities. In this phase, scientific and economic studies will assess and quantify injuries and lost services and the trustees will, with public input, develop a restoration plan to identify potential projects to implement during the restoration implementation phase.   

Other resources:  

· Response to MAFAC inquiry re: public involvement and restoration criteria

· Gulf Spill Restoration, http://www.darrp.noaa.gov
	The latest information about the damage assessment, including preassessment sampling plans.

· RestoreTheGulf.gov, www.RestoretheGulf.gov
The official federal portal for the BP oil spill response and recovery.

· Geoplatform.gov, www.geoplatform.gov/gulfresponse/
A one-stop shop for detailed information about the response to the oil spill. 
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