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P-R-0-C-E-E-D-1-N-G-S
8:38 a.m.

CHAIR McCARTY: Okay, 1 think we
are ready to start.

My name is Heather McCarty. I am
from Juneau, Alaska, and 1 am the Acting
Chair.

I would like to welcome everybody,
especially those people who have come so far

to help us and speak to us today, and to all

the members. I think we are almost at full
strength here. I think we have got almost
everybody.

I would also like to thank the
staff, Mark, Heidi, and the other folks who
have been working so hard to get us all set
up .- It 1s a beautiful venue. This 1s a
gorgeous meeting room, and we are really lucky
to be here.

And thank you, Pam, for helping us
with the lodging arrangements.

DR. DANA: And thank Ron Deans from
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the Navy.

CHAIR McCARTY: Okay.

I am going to turn i1t over first to
Eric Schwaab, who, as you know, 1s the
Assistant Administrator for Fisheries. He 1is
going to iIntroduce the new members, and
wellcome to those new members, and |1 think,
also, have people introduce themselves around
the table and give a few opening remarks.
Then, we are going to go through the agenda.

Eric?

MR. SCHWAAB: Thank you, Heather.
Thank you, all. It is a pleasure to be here
with you.

Let me do fTirst the introductions
of new members and, then, we will go around
the table and around the outside of the table
to do general i1ntroductions.

This 1s a great group. I share
with Heather the excitement of having 1 think
a full contingent. One of the reasons we are

able to say that i1s because we do have three
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new members with us. And so, we are very
pleased to welcome Phil Dyskow. And let me,
as | say that, maybe perhaps allow each of you
to just say a word or two about yourselves.

Phil, 1f you don®"t mind?

MR. DYSKOW: Thank you.

I have spent my entire life iIn the
recreational sport Tfishing 1i1ndustry at one
level or another. For the past 28 years, |1
have worked for Yamaha Motor Corporation,
retiring last year as Group President of our
Marine Products Group. I still work for the
company as an advisor, and 1 sit on the Board
of another organization called the Center for
Coastal Conservation, the National Marine
Manufacturing Association, and am a past Board
member of the American Sportfishing
Association and I am a past Board member of
Recreational Boating and Fishing Foundation.

MR. SCHWAAB: Thank you, Phil.

DR. HOLLIDAY: Welcome.

MR. SCHWAAB: 1"m sorry?
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DR. HOLLIDAY: 1 said welcome.

MR. SCHWAAB: Yes.

Then, Julie Morris. Julie,
welcome.

MS. MORRIS: I*m Julie Morris. 1
live iIn Sarasota, Florida, which 1s just up
the coast from here.

I work at a small public liberal
arts college, New College of Florida, where 1
do academic administration. I have just
completed my years as a Council member of the
Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council.
And before that, 1 was for 10 years with the
Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission, the

State agency that manages fish and wildlife in

Florida.

MR. SCHWAAB: Thank you, Julie.
Welcome.

And, Henry Sesepasara. Henry,
welcome.

Did I get that right?
MR. SESEPASARA: You got i1t right.
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(Laughter.)

I am from American Samoa, which is
only about 7500 miles from here.

(Laughter.)

The only U.S. soil south of the
equator.

I retired from working with our
Government for 38 years in many capacities. |
was the Director of the Fish and Wildlife
Department in American Samoa for 16 years. |
also worked as the Manager for the Coastal
Samoan Programs.

As 1 said, I retired. I am
presently a politician. | am a Representative
In our House of Representatives at home.

And 1 am very pleased to be here.

MR. SCHWAAB: All right, thank you.

So, why don"t we just start, then,
and do introductions around the table Tirst,
and then we will go around the outside?

Roy, do you want to start?

DR. CRABTREE: Sure. I am Roy
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Crabtree. I am the Southeast Regional
Administrator iIn St. Petersburg, Florida. |
sit on the Gulf of Mexico, South Atlantic, and
Caribbean Fishery Management Councils.

Thank you. It 1s good to be here.

DR. DANA: I am Pam Dana. | am the
owner of Sure Lure Charter Company out of
Destin, Florida. We do Tfull-hire charter
fishing and, also, some commercial fishing.

MR. DYSKOW: Phil Dyskow. You
already know me.

MR. OF"SHEA: Good morning. I am
Vince O0O"Shea, Executive Director of the
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission.

MR. ALEXANDER: Terry Alexander. 1
own commercial boats, one gillnetter, one
dragger.

MR. RAFTICAN: Tom Rafitcan, the
Sport Fishing Conservancy.

MR. CLAMPITT: My name i1s Paul
Clampitt. I am from Iverson Fisheries
Incorporated. I am a Jlongline fisherman 1in
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Seattle, Washington.

MR. WALLACE: Dave Wallace. |
represent commercial Tfishing iInterests in the
Northeast and live In Maryland.

DR. CHATWIN: I"m Tony Chatwin.
I"m the Director of Marine and Coastal
Conservation at the National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation, and 1 live i1n Maryland.

MR. FISHER: Hi. I"m Martin
Fisher. I live in St. Pete, Florida. I"m a
vertically-integrated commercial fisherman.

CHAIR McCARTY : | already
introduced myself, but just to tell you a
little bit about myself, | represent
commercial Tfisheries and academic clients in
Alaska. I have a CDQ Group as a client. |
have the School of Fisheries and Ocean
Sciences as a client, and 1 also represent
fishermen®s groups and processors®™ groups.
So, I am sort of across the commercial
spectrum.

MR. SCHWAAB: You"re vertically-
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integrated, too, then.

CHAIR McCARTY: I am horizontally.

(Laughter.)

DR. HOLLIDAY: Hi. I am Mark
Holliday. | work for Eric as his Director of
Policy for National Marine Fisheries Service.

I am also MAFAC"s Designated Federal Officer.

MR. RIZZARDI: Keith Rizzardi. 1
am a Florida environmental worker.

MR. EBISUI: Good morning.

I am Ed Ebisui from Hawari. 1 fish
recreationally, but I also have a commercial
marine license. | am one of those in-the-gap-
type people.

I just want to add to Henry"s
introduction that he is also a former member
of the Western Pacific Regional Fishery
Management Council. He and 1 went through the
longliner wars on that Council, but i1t all
turned out good.

MR. DEWEY: Good morning.

I am Bill Dewey with Taylor
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Shellfish Company. We are based 1In Washington
State. We have clam, oyster, mussel, and
geoduck farms throughout through Puget Sound
and the coast of Washington. I also have a
shellfish farm of my own.

MR. JONER: Good morning.

I am Steve Joner. I anmn from Port
Angeles, Washington. It took three of us from
Washington so we are equal to Florida.

(Laughter.)

MR. FISHER: We have four.

MR. JONER: You have four?

So, | represent the Waconia Indian
Tribe, which are not as far away as Henry, but
they are on the opposite corner of the
continental United States, 3750 miles from
here.

MR. NARDI: Hi. I*m George Nardi,
and 1°m with GreatBay Aquaculture, a marine
species Tinfish hatchery. We also operate
farms as well and sell juveniles to third
parties.
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MS. FOY: Hi. 1I1"m Cathy Foy. 1 am
a marine mammal biologist from Kodiak, Alaska,
and come from a commercial fishing
environment.

MR. CATES: Randy Cates, Hawail.
My background is marine mammals, commercial
fishing, and aquaculture.

MS. DOERR: Patty Doerr. I am
Director of Conservation Projects for the
Nature Conservancy in New Jersey.

MR. FRANKE: Kenneth Franke,
President of the Sportfishing Association of
California. I own Outer Limits Sportfishing
In San Diego.

MS. LOVETT: Heidir Lovett. 1 am iIn
the Office of Policy in the Fisheries Service.

MR. STOLL: Josh Stoll, Knauss
Fellow in the Office of Policy.

MR. VALENTINI: Nick Valentini,
intern, Office of Policy.

MS. RUSSIN: Leah Russin. I am a
Senior Advisor to the Director of the Bureau
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of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation, and
Enforcement, a very long title.

MR. TAROCCI: Tony larocci. | am a
past South Atlantic Council Member, presently
working in the Caribbean with the Caribbean
Council and the fishermen down there.

MR. FAIRWEATHER: John Fairweather,
Navy Port Ops Officer and Oil Spill Response
Officer-in-Charge from the Keys to Homestead.

Also, I am a former commercial fisherman and
charter boat captain from Morehead City, North
Carolina.

MR. KELLY: I"m Bill Kelly. |
represent the Florida Keys Commercial
Fishermen®s Association.

MR. BALSIGER: I"m Jim Balsiger. 1
work for Eric and am Regional Administrator 1in
Alaska.

MS. BURSINICK: [I"m Lynn Bursinick.

I am the Program Coordinator for Region 10 iIn
Key West.
MR. REISNER: 1 am Gary Reisner. |1
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also work for Eric. I am the CFO for NOAA
Fisheries.

MR. O"HARA: I"m Tim O"Hara. 1
cover commercial fishing and recreational
fishing for the Key West Citizen down here. |
am also a concerned diver and recreational
fisherman, good credibility causes also.

(Laughter.)

DR. SHEA: Hi. I1°m Eileen Shea. 1
am with the NOAA National Climatic Data Center
in Asheville, North Carolina, and the NOAA
IDEA Center in Honolulu, Hawaii.

MR. DEMES: I"m Ron Demes, the
Executive Director for Naval Air Station, Key
West, and Business Manager, and 1°m here to
make sure you have a good time.

(Laughter.)

MR. SCHOLL: Jim Scholl. 1 am the
City Manager for Key West.

MR. BARHAM: Ed Barham. I am the
Environmental Director for the Naval Air
Station in Key West.
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MS. RAY-CULP: Good morning.

My name i1s Melody Ray-Culp. I am
with the Fish and Wildlife Service, and | am
in a [leadership training program shadowing
Billy Causey.

MR. CAUSEY: And good morning.

I"m Billy Causey. Welcome to the
Florida Keys and welcome to Key West.

| am the Southeast Regional
Director for NOAA"s Office of National Marine
Sanctuaries. You are going to hear a little
bit from me 1n a short while.

But welcome. We have a big family
down here. I knew Jim when he was Dagwood,
and that was his call sign as Commander of the
Naval Air Station. We have had a great
relationship over the years here.

And Tony, we go way back, all of
us.

MR. SCHWAAB: Okay . Thank you,
everybody.

One of the great benefits of these
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meetings i1s always the opportunity to get out
and see some of the local i1ssues and some of
the local opportunities Tirsthand. I think
that 1s no more so true anywhere than here.

I think we have a particularly new
element this year, thanks to Pam and thanks to
Ron, having the opportunity to stay on the
Naval Base, which 1 think really made for all
of us the option of coming to Key West
possible.

So, Pam, thanks for putting that
together.

Ron, thanks to you and your team
for being so accommodating. We will try not
to call you iIn the middle of the night.

(Laughter.)

MR. DEMES: I"m used to 1it. 1
drive people home, too. Thanks.

(Laughter.)

MR. SCHWAAB: Well, then, maybe
perhaps we will call you.

(Laughter.)
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Obviously, we also owe a great debt
to the National Marine Sanctuaries Team and
the Discovery Center. Thank you all for not
only helping us with these accommodations,
Billy, but hosting a wonderful trip yesterday
that, unfortunately, 1 was unable to make, but
I heard great things about. And thanks for
being here in force to help us with our agenda
as well.

MR. CAUSEY: Absolutely. It was
fun. The trip yesterday was a lot of fun.

MR. SCHWAAB: Yes. And I certainly
want to recognize the staff, Mark and Heidi
and the rest of the team, for everything you
guys have done to pull all of this together,
put together what 1 think is a very strong and
timely agenda, and get the right people here
to speak to us and with us about these various
topics.

I just do want to stop and say a
word, particularly for the new members and
perhaps for some of the guests, about MAFAC.
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We deal with, obviously, Fishery Management
Councils all over the country. Many of you
have had direct experience with those
Councils.

MAFAC 1s a bit of a different
group, and you can"t help, when you just walk
around the room and listen to those
introductions, to recognize the incredible
diversity, the functional diversity, the
geographic diversity, and the breadth of
knowledge that i1s represented in this room on
this Committee.

And so, this 1s the one place
where, Tfrom our perspective, the agency has
the opportunity really to reach out and iIn a
very TfTocused way speak to as broad a cross-
section of the U.S. public interested 1in
fisheries and ocean matters. We really do
appreciate the opportunity to take TfTull
advantage of that. I think that the agenda
positions us well to do that.

Many of you know, in fact, | guess
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there are a few of you still around from my
days as a MAFAC member. And so, 1 actually
was on this Committee for five years. And so,
I don"t think that | have to convince anybody
regarding the level of 1mportance that I place
in the work of this group.

So, 1 thank you for taking time out
of your busy personal and professional
schedules to be here with us. It i1s important
to us as an organization. You have a lot of
contribute, and we expect to take Tull
advantage of 1t. So, thank you.

So, | think the agenda does very
much reflect a number of the topical Iissues
that are 1iImportant to us. They reflect the
number of 1issues that this Committee has
worked on in the past. And i1t iIs not accident
that i1ssues that are front and center for us
as an agency are 1issues that this Committee
has worked on and continues to work on.

But we are at a very important time
as an agency, both from a number of policy
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perspectives, but also  from a budget
perspective. So, | did want to say a word or
two about budget, just to Tforeshadow that
portion of the agenda. And 1t 1s something
that will, 1 think, color a 1lot of our
discussions because we are very much 1In a
different budget time than we have been In for
a long time. Gary Reisner will say more about
that when we get to that point.

But for a long time we had periods
of building budgets, we had important work to
do, we had generally the opportunity to make
argument and galn resources to do that
important work. All of that was well and good
and justified.

Now we are at a place where we
still have iImportant work to do, but 1t 1is
increasingly difficult, 1f not impossible, to
gain new resources on a consistent basis to do
all of that work. We are In a position where
we are having to make very difficult

prioritization decisions. We have to make
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some tradeoffs that, frankly, we have not had
to make, at least iIn as comprehensive a way,
as we are being forced to make right now.

And so, I would just say, No. 1,
when we get to that point on the agenda where
we talk about budget, pay close attention.

But, No. 2, I think iIn the course
of our conversation you will see different
thinking around budget that will i1nfuse many
of our approaches to the issues that come up
because of what we see as that overwhelming
pressure to really look at tradeoffs and to
manage In a flat or declining budget scenario
for the first time in a long time.

From a policy perspective, many of
you have participated with us In conversations
where we have talked about what an Important
time this 1i1s i1n the history of fishery
management in the U.S. Because of the work of
the Councils, because of the work of people
throughout the agency, and because of the work
of fishermen and many others, we are now at a
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place where we can say that we have catch
limits and accountability measures 1i1n place
that will have ended overfishing In federally-
managed species, iIn domestic federally-managed
species. That 1s a turning point, puts us at
a turning point iIn the history of TfTisheries
management in the U.S.

So, by the end of this year, the
Councils will have in place catch limits and
accountability measures TfTor all fTederally-
managed fisheries that will at least on paper,
subject to verification 1In the water over
time, have ended overfishing and have put
stocks on, where necessary, a rebuilding
trajectory.

And that 1s jJust an incredibly
momentous point. It is a point that we
should, No. 1, stop and take a moment to
appreciate.

But it 1s also a point, and 1 think
It is one particularly germane to this group,
around which to reflect what next, not suggest
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that the challenge of ending overfishing, of
maintaining sustainable fisheries 1Is one that
we will have been able to tie up iIn a bow and
set aside. I mean i1t will always be with us.

It will always be something that we have to
attend to.

But, as we cross that threshold for
the fiIrst time, we have the opportunity to
think very aggressively about what the big
future challenges are for us. A number of
those are, again, also captured on your
agenda.

We are also right now very close to
putting out our Tfinal aquaculture policy.
This group was instrumental i1n putting us on,
I think, a pathway to aggressively address
that topic, aggressively seek to take
advantage of the opportunities that
aquaculture affords us, 1In conjunction with
our wildstock fisheries.

And so, we look forward not only to
moving beyond the policy adoption stage of
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that process, but the hard work ahead of
implementation In the many ways that we can
support implementation of the National
Aquaculture Policy.

We also, just last week or so,
released our one-year-out review of the
Recreational Action Plan that grew out of the
sportfishing summit that we held In Alexandria
just a little over a year ago. Again, this
Committee, through Hleadership provided by a
Subcommittee and a Working Group that you are
overseeing and managing Tfor us, has been
instrumental 1n guiding not only the Ilead-up
into that summit, but the development of the
action agenda and, then, the work that has
transpired since then. 1 think that we have a
very positive story to tell with respect to
reframing, reprioritizing, and getting back to
work on some issues of high importance to the
recreational community.

We also have, of course,
prominently on this agenda ocean policy
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Issues. Ocean policy issues, obviously, run a
wide range of things that are important to all
of us. But they present to us a great
opportunity from the agency"s perspective to
think about how we can engage with a broader
set of partners who are iInterested In ocean
iIssues In a way that will help us to advance
our agenda at the same time that they seek to
advance theilr agenda.

And so, whether you are talking
about things like large-scale coastal and
ocean habitat restoration or some of the
planning 1issues that exist out there as new
uses come against historic uses, and what do
we do about that, and how do we plan and
manage for that, under the umbrella of ocean
policy, we have tremendous opportunities to do
better work more comprehensively.

And, then, of course, 1 think also
prominently on the agenda, Tull circle to
being here i1n Key West is the opportunity to
focus 1In on some regional 1issues. And the
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Southeast, the South Atlantic, the Gulf Coast
have just a tremendous number of regional
challenges that 1 think represent a microcosm
of many of the issues that we face all around
the country. Prominently among those are
still dealing with the restoration
responsibilities that emerged after the oil
spill of also a little over a year ago, but
many of the other 1issues with respect to
competing uses, habitat concerns, converging
around very valuable Tisheries and ocean
habitats.

So, I think we have a great agenda.

I am going to be here with you for most of

the meeting. I will actually be Ileaving
around lunchtime on Thursday, but look forward
to the opportunity to participate 1in the
proceedings, but, also, to spend a little time
with you all on the side.

And again, thank you Tfor being
here.

Heather, the gavel i1s back, yours.
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CHAIR McCARTY: Thanks, Eric.

MR. SCHWAAB: I"m sorry, 1 forgot
to particularly recognize Heather, who when I
talked about the staff working hard to put
this agenda together, Heather, you as well 1
know have been instrumental in putting
together this agenda. So, thank you.

CHAIR McCARTY: Well, thank you.

MR. SCHWAAB: Yes.

CHAIR McCARTY: It means a lot to
all of us to have Eric here and to have the
interest of Eric i1n this group. I mean 1t
makes a huge difference. I think 1t makes a
difference 1In people®s attitudes as to how
important they think their word i1s because i1t
iIs being listened to; i1t makes a difference.
Thank you. Thank you for being here.

We are going to use you, too, while
you are here.

(Laughter.)

As far as the agenda goes, one of
the fTirst questions | had when 1 got on the
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MAFAC was, where does the agenda come Tfrom?
Who does the agenda? How do we decide what we
are going to talk about? And now I know.

(Laughter.)

Partly, i1t comes from Eric and his
staff. Partly, 1t comes from Mark. This time
we all worked together on trying to come up
with some of the things that we knew we were
interested in, such as aquaculture, and some
of the things we have done before.

We also put out a call to the
members. For those of you who are new, |
don"t think you have had that opportunity to
respond, but certainly a lot of people did
respond. And we tried to include those points
of iInterest In some of the agenda i1tems.

We are going to go through them
very briefly, and, then, I am going to ask if
anybody has any comments or potential changes
or thoughts on the agenda, additions even, if
you have a pet topic you would like to bring
up at some point.
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As you can see, we are going to
have the local folks first. We are going to
have Roy Crabtree talk about NOAA regional
ISsues.

There 1s one change on the agenda
this morning. The Gulf Ecosystem Restoration
Task Force speaker that we were going to have,
John Hankinson, is not coming. | think we are
disappointed about that, but | understand that
a youngish woman called Heather Young -- she"s
the young Heather -- she 1s coming iInstead.
But she 1s In the air right now. So, she 1s
not here yet and may not be by the time this
comes up on the agenda. So, we are probably
going to go from Roy Crabtree directly to the
National Ocean Policy implementation 1issues,
and, then, swing back around when Heather
Young shows up.

As you can see, we are going to
spend quite a bit of time this afternoon on
those National Ocean Policy 1ssues. I won"t
go through the whole list, but you can read
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them here.

Eileen 1s going to speak to us
about climate change. That should Dbe
interesting. That was one of the requests

that came from the members.

And, then, at the end of the day we
are going to have a joint meeting of Tom
Raftican®s Ecosystem Subcommittee and the
Strategic Planning, Budget and Program
Management Subcommittee, which IS my
Subcommittee.

I am thinking about appointing a
Chair, an Acting Chair, of that Subcommittee
that 1s not me, so that | don"t have to do
that and this. And 1 think 1t might be more
efficient. So, think about, i1f you are on
that Committee and would like to be the Chair,
speak to me about that, or else 1 will just
choose somebody.

And, then, Wednesday we are going
to have a tour of this place, 1 think.

Then, we are going to talk about
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the potential new 2030 document. For the
people that are new, we have a 2020 document
that we arrived at after much work and
Subcommittee action. We are going to talk at
this meeting about perhaps updating that and
revising it and coming up with a new 2030
document. That i1s what that discussion 1is
going to be about.

Gary 1s going to speak to us about
the budget.

We are going to talk about
aquaculture after lunch.

Then, we are going to talk about
recreational fisheries. And actually, this is
Subcommittee meetings from 2:45 on. You don"t
have to take up that whole time with your
Subcommittee, but Recreational Fisheries 1is
Ken Franke. Cathy Foy is the Chairman of the
Protected Resources Subcommittee, and Steve
Joner 1s, of course, Commerce. That i1s where
the aquaculture work has been done most
recently on the aquaculture policy comments
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that came through this group.

For the new members, 1f you would
like to be members of one of those
Subcommittees or even more than one, sometimes
they meet simultaneously. So, it Is easier to
just be sometimes on one, but you are
certainly welcome to float, 1f you would like
to see what you want to be on. Just let us
know up here.

And 1f people don"t know what
Subcommittee they are on, | think there i1s a
list online, and we can check on that 1f you
don®"t remember which Committees you are on.

On Thursday we are going to have an
opportunity for public comment at the
beginning of the day.

And, then, we are going to talk
about Managing Fisheries 111. Those of you
who have been i1nvolved in Managing Fisheries |1
and Managing Fisheries Il know a little bit
about those meetings. They are national
meetings having to do with managing the
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nation®s fisheries.

The second one was particularly
interesting because i1t was during the workup
to the reauthorization of the Magnuson-Stevens
Act. And that was a big focus of that
meeting.

There 1s a group now who i1s looking
at, partly from the Councils and partly from
NMFS staff, looking at Managing Fisheries 111,
when 1t might be, what 1t might be focused on.

And Eric, 1i1n Tfact, was instrumental in
putting this on the agenda because he believes
that MAFAC has a role to play in planning and
maybe i1mplementation for Managing Fisheries
I11. So, I look forward to that discussion.

I think you will still be here for
that, won"t you?

MR. SCHWAAB: Yes.

CHAIR McCARTY: Yes, in the morning
of Thursday.

MR. SCHWAAB: Yes.

CHAIR McCARTY: Then, we are going
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to get a seafood safety update with a
particular emphasis on Gulf of Mexico and
Japan.

Then, fTurther on that morning, we
are going to hear from Emily Menashes.

Are we still going to hear from
Emily?

MR. SCHWAAB: I am going to give
Emily"s report.

CHAIR McCARTY: You are going to
give Emily"s thing? Okay. Because | noticed
she wasn®"t here. Okay.

This 1s a newish topic and one that
I know several of you have mentioned to me and
has been the subject of discussion at the
Council Coordination Committee meetings that I
have been going to, the last couple of them
anyway . It 1Is a very interesting topic. |1
think 1t 1s 1informational, but we could
certainly comment.

We are going have the election

right before lunch.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

38

We are going to then talk about new
business, old business, and then we are going
to have the report-outs from the
Subcommittees, and, then, any action that 1is
left over from those Subcommittees, that 1is
being recommended by those Subcommittees, will
take place at that time.

I an going to see about juggling
that end of the day a little bit because |
don"t see a whole lot of time for focusing on
action items, 1f we need to do that at that
time.

So, ~comments and additions or
questions are welcome. Yes?

MR. CATES: Can you give an update
on what you are referring on the election?
What 1s 1t? Where are we at?

CHAIR McCARTY: Okay . IT you
recall at the last meeting, we were going to
elect a Chair and we were told that the
Charter/rules for MAFAC may not allow a Chair
to be elected that was not going to be around
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for more than a year.

And so, | was the Vice Chair, and 1
became the Chair, 1 guess because people
wanted me to at that point, just to be honest.

(Laughter.)

MR. CATES: Right.

CHAIR McCARTY: And so, anyway,
there has now been a ruling that anybody can
be elected Chair. You don"t have to have your
whole MAFAC career ahead of you In order to be
elected. So, we are going to elect a Chair.

DR. CRABTREE: Everybody®"s --

CHAIR McCARTY: Everybody*s
eligible, yes. And presumably, we could also
elect a Vice Chair at that time.

I don"t feel like we need a Vice
Chair, 1 thought about 1t a little bit, having
a Vice Chair, during this meeting, but there
are some old hands up here who can take over
ifT 1 have to go to the bathroom all of a
sudden. So, hopefully, we can get by without
a Vice Chair this time, at least for most of
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the meeting.

Steve?

MR.  JONER: Given our last
experience, iIs this likely to go smoothly? |Is
It we just get a one-shot thing where whoever
wants to be Chair raise their hand and we will
vote on them or will we have an opportunity
for campaigning?

(Laughter.)

MR. RIZZARDI: I think you need to
get started.

(Laughter.)

CHAIR McCARTY: Well, 1 will speak
to that first. |1 hope 1t 1s not going to take
as long as 1t did last time. 1 would like to
be the Chair for the fall meeting. I would
like to be elected Chair. And, then, at the
end of this year, my term on MAFAC will be
done and 1 will be termed out. So, I will
just say that right now, 1f that simplifies
things for people.

MR. JONER: Okay . So, I will be
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more direct.

(Laughter.)

Are you interested iIn being Chair,
so we could elect you for six months, I guess?

CHAIR McCARTY: For the rest of
this year.

MR. JONER: And, then, there would
be time at the TfTall meeting to elect the
following Chair?

CHAIR McCARTY: That"s right. And,
then, 1 think 1t would be -- well, my personal
opinion is that would make 1t real tidy. But
I have been acting as Chair since January,
when Tom Billy left. So, i1t would be a year®s
term, 1f that was to happen.

So, yes, I am interested in doing
that. I would like very much to do that. |1
would like to finish out this year as Chair.
Thanks for asking. |1 appreciate it.

Mark, did you have a comment?

DR. HOLLIDAY: Yes. We had been
asked at the last meeting to develop a process
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to avoid repeating what we had experienced in
Annapolis. So, we had devised a way to try to
do this within 30 minutes. By the end of the
day, we can pass out sort of a lay of the land
of how the actual voting process would work.

CHAIR McCARTY: Thank you.

Anybody else on the agenda? Any
other comments? Randy?

MR. CATES: Regarding the agenda,
how 1t 1s TfTormulated, we are advising the
Secretary of Commerce. Does he or she in that
position ever in the past had an opportunity
to put something on the agenda?

CHAIR McCARTY: You know, Randy, 1
can"t answer that completely. As far as |1
know, not directly, but 1 don"t know that.
You know, the development of this agenda 1is
the only one that 1 have been involved in so
far, and it was working with Eric.
Originally, we had several conversations, and
Eric, as the representative of the Secretary,

certainly had a lot of suggestions.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

43

MR. SCHWAAB: So, | would say 1t is
more i1nherent than that, which 1s that the
Secretary”s agenda for the agency manifests in
the work that we do. And so, the alignment
between the work that we do and the topics on
the agenda 1i1s consistent with the kind of
advice the Secretary is looking for.

I guess, presumably, the Secretary
could say, '""There"s something 1 want advice on
that the agency is not working on.'"™ 1 guess
it would be a little bit surprising if the
Secretary had an issue of 1interest that he
hadn*"t already put on our agenda that he would
want independently to put on your agenda.

MR.  CATES: One of the other
things, from my experience regarding the
agenda, there are hot-button topics that come
up, like the oil spill, for example, was one.
And, then, there are other topics that we work
on, and 1t feels like we kind of get there on
the subject and, then, 1t just goes away. |
am wondering i1f i1t would be worthwhile to
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review some of the past work and see 1f it
pulls out the closet a little bit and complete
it.

One of those would be NOAA"s
marketing of U.S.-produced seafood, i1s a good
example. We had a big issue about whether the
industry could use a NOAA label, i1f their
label 1s sustainable. It was vetted out.
There was a lot of debate on 1t. And, then,
It just never went anywhere. That i1s a good
example of maybe we should look at some of the
past issues.

CHAIR McCARTY: Okay . You know
what might also be helpful, Randy, 1s at the
end of the meeting that might be something
that we should do regularly, i1s take a look at
what we have done and maybe suggest i1tems for
the agenda for the next meeting.

And, also, during this interim
period, we tried using Subcommittees more than
we have 1n the past. And Steve"s Subcommittee

with Bill and others on 1t did a lot of work
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helpful.
Also, Mark has, 1 believe,

what, two or three meetings ago, Mark,

45

also

begun

you

began -- 1 don"t know what you would call it

exactly. It 1s kind of a spreadsheet where

you keep track of all the 1issues and the

action and stuff.

DR. HOLLIDAY: Uh-hum.

CHAIR McCARTY: And so, we
that available. I think that 1is real
helpful tool as well. Because | agree
you, 1| think 1t 1i1s good to have
continuity.

Anyone else? Should we jump
the agenda? We are already behind, but
half an hour.

Okay . I think, Mr. Scholl,

you are first up.

have
ly a
with

that

into

only

that

And where would you like to be?

Would you like to sit at the table?
MR. SCHOLL: Oh, I will stand.
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CHAIR McCARTY: Okay. And you can
introduce yourself.

MR. SCHOLL: Good morning.

A brief introduction, you heard I
am the City Manager for Key West. But before
that, 1 spent 28 years iIn the United States
Navy, and my last duty assignment was here in
Key West as the Commander of the Naval Air
Station of Key West.

So, Ron still works for me. It is
a different capacity now.

(Laughter.)

And Billy had mentioned kindly 1in
his i1ntroduction that we have known each other
and been friends and working together as
colleagues since 2003, when 1 got here. I
think that 1s really iImportant for Key West
because of the nature of the business that we
are iIn down here, and we are literally and
figuratively at the end of the road. And we
do have to work together to get things done
and do the right things.
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So, we have a great group of folks
down here, whether 1t 1is local government,
State government, Federal government, all
working together to get things accomplished.

But 1 do want to welcome you all
here to paradise, Madam Chairman, and, of
course, the MAFAC group. We are really glad
you could come down and glad Ron could take
care of you as well as he is.

Just real quick here, too, all that
time 1n the Navy, you know, they used to say,
join the Navy and see the world. And they are
not joking when they say three-quarters of the
world 1s water, and 1 have seen all of i1t.

(Laughter.)

I was an aviator and did a lot of
deployments on aircraft carriers, but had the
great opportunity of being north of the Arctic
Circle and sailing down around South America
and 1n the Pacific and in the Atlantic and the
Mediterranean and Indian Ocean, and all those
wonderful things.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

48

But 1t is probably fitting that 1
am here addressing a Marine Fisheries Advisory
Committee today because, when you get to see a
lot of the planet and what goes on around the
world 1n the oceans, 1t is important that we
do understand and manage the resources.

This 1s the Island of Key West.
Like 1 say, you are at the end of the road.
And right now, we are all the way down at the
very end of the road here at Truman
Waterfront.

This 1s one of the really great
places, and Craig Wanous, who manages this
particular facility, was In here earlier. |IT
you all get a chance to meet Craig, he is a
great guy.

But take a look at this facility
whille you are here, a really, really amazing
educational resource for the community. And
1T you want to wander around a little farther,
for those of you that may be interested 1in
history, the USS Ingham, the Coast Guard

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

49

Cutter Ingham i1s moored right here. That is a
museum ship right out the back here.

And, of course, |1 had the prop
brought i1n today, the Carnival of Imagination
out there. We are going to talk about cruise
ships a little bit today.

Fort Zachary Taylor, which 1is a
State Park right down here, the entrance 1is
almost straight ahead. IT you go out the
front door and turn right, there 1s an
entrance road that goes down there. A very
interesting, old Civil War fort down here.

And 1f you get time and you are
adventurous, you can get on the boat or on the
plane and go out to Fort Jefferson out at the
Dry Tortugas, which 1i1s a National Park
facility.

But this i1s a wonderful place, and
we are out iIn the middle of the water. We
have got the Gulf of Mexico to the north, the
Atlantic Ocean to the south, and Ilots of

water-related industry down here, whether it
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i1Is commercial fishing or recreational fishing
or water sports or diving. All those things
are very, very important to Key West and our
economy .

We have a couple of marinas that
the City operates, Garrison Bight Marina and
the Key West Bight Marina. The majority of
the charter fishing fleets that operate out of
Key West operate out of them, and you may go
by them and you might think that, well,
there"s not a lot of boats In there. That 1is
why 1 put the picture of the trailers there.
A lot of the local flats fishermen keep their
boats on the trailers, and they come to the
marinas to launch and take out their charters.

It doesn"t matter 1f you are going
deep sea Tishing, reef TfTishing, backcountry
and flats fishing; i1t 1s all done right here,
and 1t 1s all year around. It Is amazing the
types of recreational Tfishing that are
available for whatever your fancy. You know,
you can bottom fish for dinner, 1f you like
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the grouper, although not right now, 1 don"t
think. Maybe the season has opened up. We
did close that part of the year.

(Laughter.)

But we just had a sailfish
tournament. | will talk about that, the World
Sailfish Tournament is concluded here 1iIn
April, a $255,000 grand prize. That 1s an
amazing organization.

It 1s only the ninth year they have
done this tournament down here in Key West,
and out of those nine years, they have already
exceeded the $2 million mark iIn donating to
charities, including local charities here in
Key West.

But it 1Is a great organization, and
they get some big-dollar entrants that come
down here and some big sponsors, but just part
of Key West"s draw in bringing in professional
sportsmen, amateur sportsmen, and everything
else. But that i1s a huge tournament and one
that we like to have down here every year.
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But there"s tournaments all year
long, tournaments, derbies, whatever. The
Dolphin Derby this weekend. IT you are
affiliated with Naval Air Station, Key West,
as am I, 1 am going to be out fishing all day
this weekend, hopefully catch the biggest
fish, and win some money, although i1t won"t be
$255,000. It might pay for the gas for the
day.

But whether you are bonefishing 1in
the flats, or recently Ilionfish tournaments
and derbies, i1t’s a big deal down here. That
invasive Tish at the bottom i1s causing some
problems, and Billy or some of the other folks
might talk about that while you are here.

But just, 1 think it was last
weekend or the weekend before, there was a
lionfish derby, and they caught, 1 think, 531
lionfish out here. You got to be a little
careful with them, though, because they are
venomous, but they tell me they are great
eating. I haven®™t eaten one yet, but you
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definitely want to cut those dorsal spines off
before you filet them and eat them.

IT you are not into tournaments,
you can just come down here and sit back,
relax, and enjoy the environment and fish, if
you want to, although tarpon Tfishing isn"t
exactly relaxing at times, once you get hooked
up- But 1f you happen to be out here at
sunset, you can enjoy 1t, and hope you catch
one of those nice fish.

All right. Other things out here
In our environment that draw people to Key
West: the bugs; the spiny Ilobster. Way
different than the lobsters that most people
are aware of from the Northeast and Maine and
all that. These lobsters don"t have claws,
but they are very tasty and they are fun to go
catch.

And i1t 1i1s 1i1mportant that places
like this fTacility exist and others, and the
fishermen get educated, that when we go out
there, the habitat for these lobsters are the
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coral reef, and you have got to be real
careful when you are out there on the reefs so
you don®"t damage the reef.

But bug season down here is from
the last two days of July. The sportsmen®s
season we call i1t. You will never see more
boats iIn the water iIn the Florida Keys except
during those two days, that last Wednesday and
Thursday i1n July. They come from everywhere.

Every marina, every parking lot 1i1s Tilled
with trailers, and the people are out there
"bugging"” for two days, and then the normal
season starts the beginning of August. But,
really, again, a big draw for a lot of folks.

Stone crabs, another great delicacy
in the water down here. We had the best season
we have ever had just south of my house up 1In
Cudjoe Key, where 1 live. Myself and the
neighbors put our traps out. That i1s what a
stone crab trap looks like. And we still have
the claws i1n the freezer, although the season
just ended on the 15th of May.
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But you talk about a great renewal
resource. You pull these babies out.
Hopefully, they don"t grab you when you are
getting them out of the trap because those
claws are very powerful. But you pop a claw
off, the big one, and you toss them back into
the water, and they regenerate. They grow
them back. So, really a great delicacy. And
once you get pinched the first time, you get
real good at not letting that happen when you
get them out of there.

(Laughter.)

All right. Some of the details of
Key West:

We have a couple of City marinas
here, again, support the charter TfTishing
fleet. But to have a marina as a government
entity down here or even a private entity, you
have to have a bay bottom lease with the State
of Florida.

It i1s a revenue-sharing agreement
that we have that allows us to use that State
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bay bottom for revenue purposes. And 1f we
provide 90 percent public access, then we get
a Tairly good discount on what our revenue
share 1is. We give 10 percent of what we
collect to the State. |IT i1t was less than 90
percent public access, then that goes up to 30
percent of what we have to pay the State.

Both our marinas are Clean-Marina-
designated. That 1s a very 1mportant
environmental designation for how we operate
and maintain the marinas.

We do have a mooring field that is
permitted that is out here just north of Key
West, between Fleming Key and Sigsbee Park,
but that is part of our Clean Marina operation
as well. We have two pumpout boats that
service all, not just that mooring field, but
all moored boats out there. In some cases
some docks are there that need pumpouts.

Public boat ramps are here iIn Key
West, and |1 mentioned Fort Jefferson out
there. We have got their chartered ferry that
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operates daily to get out to Fort Jefferson
operations.

And the Key West Bight, which 1is
downtown here, which there are some (great
restaurants over there and some other night
spots, like Schooner Wharf Bar and all those
other places.

But 1f you get over there, that all
actually belongs to the City. It was bought
through a bond issue about 20 years ago to Fix
that blighted area and turn 1t iInto something
that would be economically viable.

It was an old commercial Tishing
area. There i1s very little commercial fishing
there now, more sportfishing and those types
of things. But the upland piece that the City
owns has some good tenants that are generating
revenue for the City.

All right, ferry boats and cruise
ships, the people that bring passengers down
here, this 1s a tourist town. The economy 1is

really tourism-based. Our biggest employer
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happens to be the United States Navy, but
absent that, there 1is very Ilittle large
numbers of employee employers down here.

But tourism i1s what draws or what
services the economy down here, whether it is
people driving down here, coming down the
overseas highway from 130 miles away in Miami,
which everybody knows the quiz, right? What"s
the closest big city to Key West?

CHAIR McCARTY: Miami.

MR. SCHOLL: Havana. No, Havana,
90 miles south, i1s the closest big city.

But a lot of tourists here arrive
through our airport, and a lot of people come
on the cruise ships and the ferry boats. The
cruise ships, we are right down here right now
at the Eco-Discovery Center. This is the Navy
pier. We have a license agreement with the
Navy that allows us to put commercial cruise
ships there on that pier. Pier B, which is
over at the Westin Hotel, i1s the other large

cruise ship pier. There 1s not a ship In the
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photo there, but Mallory Square 1i1s the third
cruise ship pier that we have. There are also
anchorages out here 1n the harbor that we
could anchor cruise ships, and they can ferry
passengers back and forth, although that 1is
certainly not the preferred option.

But cruise ships are very
important, again, to the economy. We get
about, I"m sorry, that should be 850,000
passengers a year, a typo there.

I*m sorry, ferry terminal slot, let
me get my slides right. The ferry terminal is
downtown here. We have got two ferry routes
that run from Fort Myers and Marco Island,
about 85,000 passengers a year through the
ferry terminal.

As you can i1magine, with the
largest city, as | mentioned, Havana, just
south of here, and the constant rumors about
potentially normalizing some relations there
and creating some open international travel,
that could be an important international ferry
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terminal. And we have got plans at work to
upgrade that and support those operations.

Cruise ships, major, major 1mpact
to the Key West economy. We net $2 million
into our general fund. That is $2 million of
property taxes that is offset that | don"t
have to put on the millage for the City of Key
West. That is a big deal 1n a town of 25,000
people.

So, | mentioned the three cruise
ships piers. Three hundred and TfTifty ship
visits a year average, plus or minus. When
the weather changes, the schedules change and
we accommodate that. Have about 850,000
scheduled passengers. It usually creeps up a
little bit because of schedule changes, but
that i1s about all the town can handle.

We have got a physical capacity.
There are only so many tourist places you can
go and so many barstools you can sit on on any
given day. So, we have to sort of manage the
number of people In town at any given time.
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The channel-widening proposal that
Is out there, we have got a main ship channel
that runs, basically, seven miles from the
reef Into the harbor here. That channel at
1ts narrowest point i1s 300-feet wide. And the
ships now are bigger. The Panama Canal is
building new locks. They are going to open up
in a couple of years.

So, the cruise ship 1ndustry 1is
taking advantage of that fact and allow the
ships to get larger, more efficient, more
people, less crew, whatever, but the ships are
getting bigger.

And on a perfect day i1n Key West,
It 1s no problem getting in and out of here
with a 300-foot wide channel with some of the
newer class cruise ships out there. But,
unfortunately, we don"t have a lot of perfect
days. If you get a wind out of the east and a
current out of the east, i1t makes 1t a little
more difficult because the ship has to crab,
and a 300-foot-wide channel just doesn"t get
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very wide when you have got a 1,000-foot-long
ship, and we worry about scraping the nose and
the tail to get In and out of Key West.

So, that i1s the reason why we have
done an Army Corps of Engineers reconnaissance
study, and we need to do a feasibility study.
But, to do that, we have got some hurdles to
Cross.

The estimated cost of the project
would be $35 million to do a portion of this
channel, again, not the whole channel. But,
obviously, there is federal law that says you
can"t dredge 1In a marine sanctuary. Billy
Causey will be sure to remind me of that, but,
of course, we will have to seek an exception
1T we are going to go forward. And that could
be all part of the feasibility study to do
that along with all the environmental
compliance work that would be done there.

But, again, 1t 1s a very, very
important piece of the economy iIn Key West.
IT Key West can"t support those cruise ships,
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there 1s no other U.S. port-of-call that they
can go to. So, all of that revenue that gets
generated, millions of dollars, i1s going to go
somewhere else outside the U.S.

So, they do all of the
reconnaissance study based on economic value.
The justification iIn the reconnaissance study
was well over double what they needed. And
they are willing to go forward, but I have got
a lot of homework to do with a lot of federal
officials and others to get 1t recognized and
be able to go forward.

This 1Is just a graphic depiction of
our channel and the small area where the
channel-widening would have to take place, to
give you a little reference here, the crab
angle of the ship when we get the winds and
currents working against it to navigate in and
out of Key West.

Diving, another big draw to Key
West, scuba divers, snorkelers, too. The reef
Is a fTantastic place. IT you get the time
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while you are down here, get on one of the
boats, go out there, and take a look. It is
fantastic. Obviously, the marine sanctuary
and the natural reef are true national
treasures.

But, recently, we added the second
largest artificial reef 1In the State of
Florida, the Vandenberg. We sank i1t almost
two years ago. It will be two years ago on
the 27th, 1 think, of May here. A 520-foot-
long ship 1n 140 feet of water six miles out.

The largest artificial reef 1iIn
Florida 1s a former Navy aircraft carrier, the
USS Oriskany. It 1s about 20 miles south of
Pensacola, up there in the northern Gulf.

But these artificial reefs have
proved to be quite valuable, not only for
recreation, but for the marine environment.

And, Billy, we do have
documentation of this. But i1t has been a real
boon to the dive industry down here. There
are some photographs of i1t when we sank it.
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Obviously, have explosive charges on the hull,
and this thing went down 1i1n Iless than two
minutes once they blew all the holes iIn 1It,
but 1t went down exactly iIn the spot i1t was
supposed to go down, and 1t went down exactly
like the marine engineers that did the
modeling for how 1t would sink said, once the
holes were 1In 1It. It was probably the best
sinking of an artificial reef that went as
planned that has happened in the U.S. One of
the big draws was these huge radar antennas
they had on this ship, and they are still down
there today, that attract the divers and the
fish down there.

Just some of the preliminary data.
This particular document of socioeconomic
analysis i1s going through peer review. You
can see, before and after, the annual number
of divers went from 22,000 up to 57,000, and
from an economic impact down here just in the
lower Keys of, basically, double, from $2.8

million to $5.7 million. That is proving the
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value of having done this artificial reef
project.

All right, 1 am getting close to
the end here, but for consideration: boating,
fishing, diving, anything that has to do with
the water down here 1s very, very, very
important to Key West. Tourism is the blood
of our economy down here, and we need to
continue to be able to have people come down
here and enjoy this environment.

We need thoughtful, but necessary
actions to balance the economy and the
environment, no matter what we do. You know,
being too conservative or too cautious can
devastate the fragile economy.

This 1s a big deal iIn Key West,
Usually, just after midnight or something, but
education TfTirst, enforcement second. Please
put that beer bottle In the trash can. But
that works no matter what we are dealing with.
And again, this TfTacility 1is an incredible
asset providing education to everybody,
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whether 1t 1i1s locals, whether 1t 1iIs the
industry folks, or whether it iIs visitors, on
just how 1i1mportant i1t i1s to understand the
real fragile elements of our reef and that
environment, and how to enjoy them, and do it
properly and not cause damage.

Whether 1t Is seagrass, which i1s a
big deal around here because of the habitat,
or the corals out there, all of us that are
divers, we know not to touch the corals. And
we know 1t because we have been educated.

Fishing regulations for the
multiple dimensions of that whole Tisheries
environment, whether 1t 1is recreational or
commercial, or whatever, | know the big deal
down here this last year was the ban on
grouper TfTishing starting 1In January, that
portion of the year from winter to early
spring.

There are people that come to Key
West 1n the winter just to fish for grouper.
And they are not happy because, obviously, the
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impression down here 1i1s we are trying to
protect one or two species of the grouper, but
the ban 1s on all of them. There seems to be,
at least from the local perspective, enough of
the black groupers and the red groupers that
we ought to be able to fish for those and,
then, obviously, release the ones that are
protected.

Port facility sustainment, 1
briefed that a little bit here. That channel-
widening 1s a huge project. It 1s going to
take 10 to 15 years, i1if | can get i1t started
into the next step to get 1t recognized as an
Army Corps project and work on that.

Offshore drilling, the next three
or TfTour Committees. No, the offshore
drilling, another really big 1issue and
certainly the exclamation point on that was
the Deepwater Horizon issue that caused all
sorts of economic problems for the entire Gulf
of Mexico.

It 1s amazing, we never detected
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any of those hydrocarbon products down here in
the Florida Keys, but the Florida Keys economy
was devastated because of the national news
media and what they said. And 1t took
millions of dollars of public relations work
to try to convince people to come down, and
working with the hoteliers and everybody else,
to basically provide a guarantee on the stay
and a rebate or a refund 1f there were any
problems from the oil spill. But very, very
devastating, | just mentioned that.

And, then, also, the next chapter
of this may be -- and Billy probably knows a
lot more about this -- but the i1ssue with Cuba
wanting to do deepwater oil exploration north
of their 1island. You know, the Iline of
demarcation is halfway down here between the
Florida Straits. So, 45 miles away, we could
have deepwater oil rigs from this very, very
fragile environment. And that 1s not
something we really look forward to
optimistically at all.
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And, then, climate change, good
luck. We are the canary in the coal mine,
though, down here. There 1s very Ilittle
relief In the terrain down here. The highest
point at elevation In the whole Keys is maybe
14 or 15 feet.

So, we do have the empirical data.
In the last hundred years, the sea level has
come up about 9 1i1nches or so. That 1s 9
inches vertical. That 1s a whole lot more
horizontal, as you all know.

But 1t is a big i1ssue, and I don"t
know that, as humans, we are going to be able
to do much about i1t. | don"t know that. But
we certainly need to recognize i1t and Tfigure
out how to plan for that. But, again, that
will be a few Committees down the road
probably.

But, anyway, | think that"s 1it.
Any questions for me?

MR. CATES: | have a question.

MR. SCHOLL: Yes, sir?
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MR. CATES: 1 was down here 20 years
ago, maybe not quite 20 years, actually, on
the Navy Marine Mammal Program. The TFirst
thing | noticed, Key West i1s a lot cleaner
than 1t used to be.

MR. SCHOLL: Thank you.

MR. CATES: You have done a good

(Laughter.)

Can you describe what 1is the
mission, generally, for the Navy down here? |1
knew what 1t was when 1 was here.

MR. SCHOLL: Training. The primary
mission iIs training. It i1s primarily aviation
training.

This 1s the largest unencumbered
aviation training area iIn the United States
for being able to launch, go out beyond the
training range, get your training done, and
come back without any 1interference from
commercial air routes or any other air traffic
of any Kkind.
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And the weather 1i1s pliable year
around. You may get one or two days, two days
max In a row, at any one time when you can"t
fly.

So, down here, the Naval Air
Station, Key West, the primary folks that come
here are from the East Coast Navy bases and
Marine Corps bases and Ailr Forces bases,
although we do get a few from the West Coast
bases as well.

But East Coast, the winter and the
spring up In Oceania Naval Air Station,
Oceania, which is In Virginia Beach, Virginia,
the weather i1s bad. The type of training they
do down here, you have to have 10,000 foot
between cloud layers minimum vertical, and it
takes three months up there to get done what
you coulld do in a week down here sometimes.

So, the training throughput is very
important.

MR. CATES: And what about, when 1
was here, i1t was 1i1ntelligence in Cuba and
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drugs, drug running.

MR.  SCHOLL: Well, one of the
tenant commands here -- and | am not allowed
to officially speak for the Navy; Ron will
make me say that (laughter) -- but 1 can tell
you from my own past, the Joint Interagency
Task Force South i1s one of the tenant commands
here. They have got about 500 employees,
military and civilian. They have a Coast
Guard two-star admiral that 1i1s the Director
there.

That i1s the nation®"s counter-
narcotics and counter-smuggling fusion center.
They operate for SOUTHCOM, which i1s
headquartered up in Miami, but they do all of
the intelligence work and some operational
employment of assets to still work on
smuggling of narcotics and, also, smuggling of
people. But that i1s the Tfusion center and
that 1s here.

Yes, sir?

MR. O"SHEA: Captain, knowing what
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I heard when 1t comes to Miami, what about
sewage?

MR.  SCHOLL: We have got an
advanced wastewater treatment plant we have
had for over 20 years here iIn Key West.
Monroe County 1s under a mandate fTrom the
State of Florida to upgrade all of their
sanitary sewer systems, the advanced
wastewater treatment.

There are still a lot of septic
tanks 1n the Keys, but the Keys have been
working very, very hard. Unfortunately, 1t 1is
a billion-dollar project, and it has been
quite expensive. We have got some money from
the State and from the federal government.

But Key West has had the wastewater
treatment plant here for over 20 years, and it
works very well. 1t has been AWT for quite a
long time.

MR. O"SHEA: Thanks.

MR. SCHOLL: Yes, sir?

MR. JONER: I was 1impressed that
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you are actually sinking vessels, making
artificial reefs, because Tom can tell you in
California you have got all those oil rigs
that are great for productive reefs, but the
mentality there i1s to get them out.

MR. DEWEY: That changed --

MR. JONER: Oh, did it? What? Did
a bunch of people from Florida move there?

(Laughter.)

MR. SCHOLL: I can tell you, just
from my own personal experience, doing an
artificial reef project i1s not an easy thing.
It takes a lot of coordination. And Billy was
instrumental, certainly, i1n working with us
and getting this project done.

It started out as a private group
that wanted to do this. It was going to be at
no cost to the government, like many of these
things start out. But, eventually, we got
some grant money from the State of Florida and
from Monroe County to be able to support it.

But 1t was a challenging project
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and a little bit stressful at times for Billy
and myself and working on the coordination and
ensuring that, No. 1, we were going to do it
properly and safely and, then, No. 2, that we
were going to properly document and carry
through with the reporting requirements, which
IS easy to say and hard to do.

But 1 did get those numbers from
that recent preliminary report. You should
have a copy of the preliminary, | think.

MR. STOLL: So, obviously, the
State was very supportive of 1t?

MR.  SCHOLL: Yes, absolutely.
Absolutely. The Fish and Wildlife Commission,
in fact, Commissioner Barreto was down here
when we sank 1t. That, and Ted, through Fish
and Wildlife, gave us some grant money. Then,
Monroe County Tourist Development Council gave
us some money, too.

But 1t was a very long-time
project. We are i1n court in Virginia with the

shipyard over that, too, but that 1s a
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different story. Sorry.

(Laughter.)

CHAIR McCARTY: Thanks, Jim. |
think we are going to move on.

MR. SCHOLL: Yes. Thank you very
much.

DR. DANA: Can 1 just say one
thing?

CHAIR McCARTY: Oh, sure.

DR. DANA: As usual, awesome job.
Thanks for taking the time to make such a
nice, comprehensive overview of your
community.

There are many people In this room
that have never been to Key West, and you
probably elevated their excitement. They were
excited yesterday.

But thank you so much. You are an
awesome professional.

MR. SCHOLL: I think we have got
300 bars and I think we have got 300 churches.
So, 1t all balances out.
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(Laughter.)

(Applause.)

CHAIR McCARTY: Now we are going to
hear from Ed Barham.

MR. BARHAM: Hi. My name 1i1s Ed
Barham. I am the Environmental Director at
the Naval Air Station 1In Key West here.

I am going to do my best to get you
back on track with your schedule. So, I will
go pretty quickly.

Again, | want to thank you for
giving me the opportunity to speak to you
today.

As Captain Scholl has already
mentioned, we are a training base down here.
We are the commuter training Tacility for
naval aviation on the East Coast. We train
everyone from beginner pilots all the way up
to the top-end pilots.

Located in the lower Florida Keys,
we are spread out through several annexes here
in the lower part of the Keys, and these are
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some of them.

Our crown jewel 1is our airfield
located 1n Boca Chica Key, which 1s about
eight miles up the road. We are going to talk
a little bit more about the airfield in a few
minutes.

As you can see fTrom this photo
here, the airfield is basically surrounded by
wetlands and surface waters.

And, then, our port facility, which
I don"t have to really point on the map
because you can just look out the window and
see 1t right out here.

(Laughter.)

That is our Truman Annex. That 1is
our port.

Here i1s just a photo of 1t with
some Navy ships in port. But, again, you can
just look out.

All right. 1 want to switch topics
now. All military installations that have any
type of significant natural resources within
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their boundaries are required under the Sikes
Act to have an Integrated Natural Resources
Management Plan [INRMP]. It 1s basically a
planning document that outlines how we are
going to manage our natural resources using an
ecosystem management approach.

The Sikes Act, it also requires
that the development of that I[INRMP, the
implementation of that INRMP, and, then, the
annual reviews, we are required to coordinate
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and,
also, the state wildlife agency, which 1In our
case 1s the Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission.

Here NAS at Key West, because of
the significant marine resources that we have,
we have gone ahead and actually included NOAA
as a signatory on our INRMP, our Integrated
Natural Resources Management Plan. In our
last update of that plan, NOAA, Fish and
Wildlife, and the State were all partners 1in
the update of that plan, and, then, they all
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signed off on that plan.

And again, this 1is just the
objectives of the plan, which 1ncludes
conservation and enhancement of the marine
resources that are within our control.

Okay. Here i1s a good example of
how the INRMP did help in the conservation of
resources. When the Acropora coral were
listed and, then, i1n follow-on the critical
habitat designation for the species, our INRMP
has projects in it and has activities that we
are required to fTollow that minimize any
potential i1mpacts to the near-shore habitat
from, 1n this case, upland activities. So, we
need to make sure we man